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SIR, - 


I is not to shelter the following Discourses 
under the protecting influence of an il- 
lustrious name, that I dedicate them to your 
Royal Highness; because, whatever merit 
they may be thought to possess, it will only 


be acknowledged, in proportion as their in- 


teresting truths shall appear to be sanctioned 
by higher authority. 
At the same time, let me own myself far 


from being indifferent to your Royal High- 


1 

ness's approbation of them; since, in addition 

to the weight of such testimony, in these 
times, in favour of Religion, when all earthly 
possessions are shrinking from the grasp, when 
every decorating splendour of this life is fa- 
ding away, they will have furnished reflections | 
to render peaceful its awful close, and, per- 
haps, perpetuate in your Royal Highness's 
memory an esteem for him, who, with pride 
and gratitude, subscribes himself 


Your most faithful 


And obliged humble servant, 


F. RANDOLPH. 
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SERMON II. 
' SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 
Gen. xxvi. .5,—Abraham obeyed my voice, and W 


_ charge, my commandments, my statutes, and T”y 
Laus. „eren eren 31 


= \ SERMON III. 
r SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 


Heb. xi, "Fa —By faith Noah, being warned of Gon of 
things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an 
ark to the saving of his house; by the which he con- 
demned the world, and became; heir of the 2 
ness which is by ful 57 
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SERMON IV. 
FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT, 

Deut. iv. 11, 12.—Ahd ye rame neat, and stood under 
the mountain; ; and the mountain burned with fire 
unto the midst of heaven with darkness, clouds, and 
thick darkness. And the Lon p spake unto you out of 
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St. John i. 11. Fe eme unts his own, and his cn 
fectived him b.. 107 
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SUNDAY AFTER CHRIST MAS- DAY. 

Heb. xii. 22, 23, 24. But ye come unto mount Sion, 
and unto the city of the living” God; the heaventy 
' Jerusalem, und to un innumeruble company of angels. = 
| To the general assemibly and church of the first-born, 
which are written in heaven, and to Gor the Judge 
of all, and to the zpiritsof just men made perfect, and 
to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the 
blood of eprinkling, that speaketh e E than 
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OTHING has done more harm to the cause 


terials of objection to the opposer of its faith 
and doctrines, than representing it as of late 
original; as a scheme of religion entirely new, 
and never revealed to mankind till about four 


thousand years after the creation: 


Hence it has happened, that amidst the va- 
riety of religious eystems, each chiming a 


divine original, the infidel has. cladsed” the 


christian with other impostures af the day; or 
allowing, the rational and practical inſluenoe of 


B 
Hf 
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of Christianity, or-furnished stronger mas 
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religion in general, as derived from Gop's uni- 
versal law of natur, has disdained to conſine 
it within the ceremonies, 67 to make it favour 
the pretensions, of this or that particular church 

or nation. And hence also, many, who profess . 


and call themselves christians, from neglecting 
to investigate the evidence of the covenant 


which was from everlasting, and only ratified 
"at the advent of that Saviour, who from the 


very, fall, of man stood forth bis intercessor, 


impeach the unity of Gop's all-merciful design, 


| darken the prospect of universal redemption, 


abridge the promised benefits of the Gospel, 
and shut on preceding ages those gates, of 
merey, which they . consider a8 open to 


themselves, 1 . elnktor 
By those; however, who beende | 


soriptures, and thence deduce their belief, a 
very different doctrine will be maintained; — 


| Holding fast by one unbroken chain of evi- 


dence, they mark and acknowledge the anti- 
quity of the faith in the common Redeemer of 
all mankind. By extending his atonement to 
ages that are past, they exalt the dignity, they 


enlarge the efficacy, of the great Propitiation for 


(3 ] 

our sins. By contending for a retrospect to the 
doctrines and sanctions of christianity, they 
consequently maintain, that the light of life has 
dispelled that ignorance which must otherwise 
have enveloped the world, for more than two- 
thirds of the time of its existence they unite 
the promise with the performance, the, prophecy 
with the completion, the anticipation, with the 
event; they behold the elders (though not in 
possession of the promises which were yet. afar 
off) preferring the reproach, of Christ. to every 
temporal enjoyment; they see them contem- 
plating the sufferings of Christ, and.the,glory 
that Gop bote testimony to his, proposed re · 
demption, but that through his Holy Spirit 
that testimony was received that he gave faith 
( ithout which, it is impossible to please Gon) 
to justify, and hope to console, his chosen ser- 
vants, till the appointed manifestation of the 
great Author and Finisher of that faitli should be 
made to the subjects of his universal redemption. 
In this do all the prophets agree; and 
throughout the whole of this epistle, a con- 
tinued succession of witnesses, with an in- 
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pired collection of authentic testimonies from 
the scriptures of the Old Testament, concur 
in asserting an uniformity of belief in the 
nature, ant of hope in the coming, of a promised 
Hellverer. Under the warrant; therefore, of 
weh aitthority,” we may surely consider the de- 
fenders of 'opposite opinions as the propounders 
of 'strarge doctrines; of doctrines, that would 
separate me branch of righteousness from its 
parent stock and disjoin'the evangelical bles- 
Gigs from every former act of Gop's interfering 
providence for the happiness of his people. 
he sdm and substanee of the Apostle's rea- 
the faith which he exliorts the Hebrew belie- 
ves to Heep whole and undefiled, has been one 
aud the gate in all ages of the church; that 
it was nd vartdble ting either in itself, or in. 
its effects, but immutable, as the Divine Medi- 
ator, w HOse religion it is. Remember them, says 
St. Paul ibn hive the rule over you, who have 
pon into you ke word r Gon, whose Faith 
Jollow-Lcottsidering the end f their conrersa- 
rin ets Chrivt, te came yesterday, and lo- 
day, und for erer. That is, the one redeeming 
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Saviour, of whom, the promise, the perform - 
ancc, and the perpetual administration of the 
to the past, the present, and the ages that are do 
oome. For on the Patriarch, the true Israelite, 
and the faithful Christian, one light has inva- 
riably shone, though with different lustre; and 
the God of mercy and love bade sinful man 
look forward to his covenanted restoration, 
from the promise in the garden of Eden, "to 
the confirmation of every assurance, when" łhe 
our hir judgment is come. 
Our endeavours will be to establish this im- 
portant truth, and the course of our enquiry 
will necessarily carry us through a wide field of 
discussion. We trust, however,; in the exten- 
sive survey to discover the path of life; and 
Should we from our christian eminendce look 
down upon the subeisting traces of the Patti- 
archal and the Jewish churches,” all pursuing 
the same road, all leading to the same end 
should we, in the wildest digressions of heathen 
mythology, be able to measure back the wan - 
dering footsteps of idolatry to the very point of 
departure from the true faith; and to pick out, 


E 
= from the tenets and precepts of pagan philoso- 
| pPhy, [authentic vouchers of the existing hope 
= and promise of a Redeemer mighty to cave; we 
shall then not only behold the glorious, but the 
uniform design of the Gospel institution; we 
shall she forth a Saviour's love upholding fallen 
man, and recovering his faded dignity; we shall 
exhibit Christianity as it is the triumph of 
grace over sin and death, the fruit of the seed 
that was to bruise the Serpent's head; we shall 
welcome with more abundant gratitude the glad 
tidings of joy, which ushered in a Saviour's 
birth, who came to ratify man's primeval assu- 
rance of pardon, to complete his promised re- 
storation to his forfeited inheritance, to confirm 
his justification unto 1 and his resur- 
rection unto life eternal. | Wis” 
Pteviously, however, 120 as a sort wy propa 
ratory introduction to those scriptural proofs, 
which I mean to produce in a series of decla- 
rations and promises through the several pe- 
riods aud families of God's church, let me be 
allowed to trace out a general line of argument, 
which hereafter; may be examined with more 
minuteness of investigation. The farther such 


3 
enquiries go, the more firmly will our faith be 
established; and each step affording some cha- 
racteristic evidence of the Apostle's assertion, 
we shall be conducted along the ways of Gop's 
righteous providence, every where collecting 


arms for the christian warrior to repel the at- 
tacks of the infidel, and exposing the tempori- 


zing soldier, who Wn to m the 
banners of the cross. 

The first revelation made to Adam; u 
fall, was a promise of redemption ; and this ap- 
pears to have been connected with a typical 
ordinance, to preserve a prospect of acceptance 
resulting from the shedding of blood. For 
though we do not read the injunRion, we learn 
the respect that the Almighty shewed to the 
sacrifice of Abel, which exactly coincided with 
that which he afterwards required in the in- 
stitution of the Mosaic ritual. That this re- 
velation continued in force through all the 
antediluvian ages of the world, we may infer 
from the righteousness of Noah who walked 
with Gop; and who was therefore saved. when 
a defection from the faith had filled the earth 
with violence, and in consequence of their guilt, 
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of man rom off tlie face of in Hei lda 60 
The acceptance of Abel's sacrifice not having 
been signiſied by any temporal blessing, but on 
the contrary, followed by an immediate and 
violent death, must necessarily lead to an in- 
ference, that it promised a blessing to arise from 
the archetype of the victim, in a life of which 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ was to be 
the purchase. It was by faith he offered it; it 
vas by faith that Enoch was translated, and that 
Noah became heir of the righteousness that is 
by faith. That the sacriſice, therefore, which he 
offered on his coming forth from the ark, had 
in contemplation the object of that faith, is an 
indisputable consequence. From Noah, then, 

_ testimony to the hope which was communi- 
cCauatedi to hirn by Gon, and a sacramental mode 
of anticipating its object, were exhibited to the 
few ho survived the flo dd. 
vation tothe teviving world is thus made per- 
fe; but however the ceremonial form might 
have been retained. the spirit of it soon de- 
parted, ande find the faith of their fathers 


. 

abandoned in a very short time by the progeny 
of Noah. Exalting himself against Gon, who 
was still testified by his revelation, man again in 
curs his hot displeasure. Confusion of tongues, 
and consequently the dissolution and dispersion 
of all subsisting society, was the sentence pro- 
nounced against him at Babel, when the Al- | 
mighty ee enen the imagination 
ef: their hearts; ro „n ant aa rare ist 

As all came under this — there was no 
preacher of righteousness to restore thé faith, 
and accordingly we behold the prevalence of 
idolatry in all the recorded nations of the earth. 
In consequence, however, of adhering to the 
statutes and laws of his- Gon, and of preserving 
the purity of primæval theology, and the spirit- 
ual meaning of sacrifice, amidst the corrupted 
rites and offerings that ignorance of the truth 
had now grafted on superstitious dread, we 
and from among his own kKindred- made the 
object of God's favour and adoption and sepa- 
rated, for the work of righteousness; from the 
rest of mankind; who were given 2 the va- 
* ft 459205 } 710 I 


10 
Again, when the direct interposition of Gon 
vas evinced by miracles to Egypt, and the 
Egyptians were punished in the most exemplary 


manner; their unbelief drew down a penalty 
connected with their offencde a.. 


The generation which followed loses the 
they ate of the passover, yet lapsed from the 
faith that was thus again revealed to them; 
they were, therefore, with the exception of 
Joshua and Caleb, doomed to perish in the 

wilderness for their apostacy and rebellion. 
While the temple yet stood, a type of an 
expected redemption, the Jews departed from 
the creed of their fathers; they were also given 
up to nere and carried into ee 
captivity. A bia dann 10-1117 834 b 
Our Lord n. to his own, but his 

own received him not. The issue is sufficiently 
known. There is therefore, in all the degrees 
of evidenee afforded to mankind, no intimation 
given to which we may not attach a faith that 
will justify, or a denial that will condemn. 
And if, with the full concentred light of his 
Holy Gospel now shining forth, we yet depart 
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from the ways which it renders thus clear be- 
fore us, why should we expect an exemption 
from the indignation of Gop,-or that he will not 
withdraw the profferred guidance of his hand? 
Upon this foundation are all our proofs to 
stand; and though to the candid enquirer we 
might fairly put the question, what becomes of 
the Patriarchal, if it be separated from the 
Mosaic? or of the Mosaic, if it be separated 
from the Christian dispensation? yet we are de- 
sirous rather of bringing confirmation to the 
truth of our position, from the progressive pe- 
riods of their history, from the memorials of 
heathen nations, the dispersion of the Jews, 
and the apostacy of the present times. We 
wish to shew, that by considering the religion 
and the ritual of the patriarchs and the Israel- 
ites only as separate forms of national theology, 
and not materially connected with the Christ- 
ian creed, the peculiar advantage of sacred his- 
tory which records and points to Christ, as the 
guide and saviour of man, is relinquished, and 

that in attempting to explain his on nature and 
destination, he has either wandered _—_ con- 
51 or reposed in „ nne 


12 
With a present sense, and a melancholy fore- 
| boding of their fatal consequences, we appeal 
to many an highly- esteemed publication to 
4ubstantiate these assertions. And from studies 
the basis, of a christian education, what evils 


have originated in à christian land, for which 


the most extensive learning never can compen- 
gate! How many, from a classical or scientific 
direction of their talents, have brought to the 
| prophetic writings only a critical acuteness to 
decide upon their respective merits, or a dis- 
position to search after that sort of demonstra- 
tion, which the oracles of Gop could not afford, 
without destroying at once the faith and free 
agency of man! Such enquirers after truth 
will Andd little there of Christ or his gospel. In 
the works of genius, in the fictions of imagina- 

tion, in abstract speculation, or in experimental 
discovery, in short in every arrangement of 
the materials before them, because it appears as 
it were the work of man's own ereation, such 
students will derive a gratification more conge- 
-nial to the pride of intellect, to their literary 
attainments, and to their habits of reflection. 


| F @# } 
In the progress of talents thus directed, would 
to Gon that religion had only to weep over 
their useless employment! but it has had to 
sustain their wanton and determined attacks. 
From the boldness of infidelity, -that vou dis- 
pute the authority of the holy writings, to the 
cavils of sophistry that would weaken their 
sanctions, every thing has been attempted that 
the vigour or acuteness of the human mind 
could atchieve; and Jesus Christ, the same 
yesterday, and lo- dan, and for erer, has been 
stigmatized as an impostor, ridiculed as an 
enthusiast, denied the evidence of miracles, 
and robbed of every ornament and of every 
pre- eminence of character.. U inn nne 
It seems, indeed, to have been reserved for 
this enlightened age to oppose with more de- 
cided malignity the revelation of Jesus Christ; 
with an awful warning to the wisdom of this 
world, we have seen men plunge from doubts, 
which questioned the validity of God's word, 
to the madness of impiety that denies his ex- 
istence. But the judgments which have fol- 
lowed, and the crimes and horrors which now 
desolate the earth, bring the most indisputable 


141 

marks of the hand that directs the moral like 
the natural hurricane to its ordained purpose; 
of the hand of Him who is pledged to main- 
tain the cause of righteousness, who has ever 
avenged his violated laws, and who, to punish 
and correct mankind, is now making an apostate 
world the engine of its own destruction 
J 0 the maturing scheme of prophecy pre- 
ordained and foretold by the Faithful witness, 
the christian looks with confidence, but rests 
in hope. Waiting, like the patriarch, for the 
fullness of consummation and the promised rest, 
he may mistake the increasing light for the 
brightness of the perfect day; yet in its progress 

onwards, as it must shine with clearer lustre, he 
will follow it as a guide amidst the darkness of 
events, and as the day-star that is to lead him 
to the Gop of his sal vation! Whatever seal 
may now be opened, whatever vial of wrath 
may now be pouring forth, he will not rashly 
decide; but directed by the word of Him who 
was, and is, and is to come, he will discover in the 
Signs of the times something like the approach 
of that dreadful period, when the measure of 
miquity is to be full, and when the Son of 


— 
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Man at his second advent shalt-hardly Eu¹jꝭj 
Faith: upon the earth.” He may, perhaps; so far 

presume to remove the veil that hangs between 
him and futurity, as to disclose under the sym- 
bol of the beast that was to abcend out of the 
bottomtess pit, the spirit of antichrist under its 
last terriſio form; that tag not only to 5peak 
as a dragon, to change times and laws, to have 
its mouth full of curing and bitterness, trid'its 
feet swift to Shed blood, but was to trample 
under foot the two 'witnesses , Jerus, to insult 
their memories, and to rejoĩet in their destruction. 
Whether or not this part of the prophetic vision 
be now realised, and a tyrannieal and ferocious 
government be allowed to identify the features 
of the hideous monster: whether or not a re- 
jection of the Old and New Testament, (the 
u itnesses of Jesus) a change of times and ordi- 
nances, and the senseless admiration of deluded 
nations, be admitted as an interpretation of the 
symbolic language, and explain the apostolic 
picture of all men wondering after the beast, and 
worshipping his power. certain it is that ne- 
scenes are unfolding themselves in the great 
stem of Providence, and that they are acting 


7- 0-3 
it is, that He ho is the way, and the truth, and 


the life, ite same jesterday. and lo- day, and for 
even, is hastening to its accomplishment that 
promised period, when fle sced the woman 
Shall.finally bruise le serpent's; head, and all 
1 Shall become ee 15 
| dom f our Christ. N 993 1649 07 02s „ 5 
From eee polluted, and from 


- supenstition which, disgraced, the altars of reli- 


gion, from the purgatory of priestcraft, and from 
the intercession of saints, it was natural for the 
reſlecting mind to revolt; and the pointed ridi- 
eule that exposed, as well as the serious argu- 
ment that refuted, found admirers and patrons 
among all who felt for the dignity of Gop's 
Sanctuary, and for the simplicity of his holy 
worship. But a ccmfutation of error which alone 
engaged the hearts and thoughts of the wise 
and good, soon became a mischieyous weapon 
against the truth in the hands of the inſidel 
and profligate,. The removal of prejudices 
wasked their hustility to: all belief, the defects 
of one part of Christ's church disguised their 
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under the pretence of purifying the stream of 
Christianity, they were in reality employed in 


efforts to cut off its source, Ago 
fountain head. | 

Wise in their generation, they Nay that the | 
instrument must be fitted to its work; that 
man's social duties were interwoven in his very 
nature; and that to overturn and to destroy, 
would not be effected by a momentary delirium, 
or through a series of unconnected acts. They 
knew, that human reason must first shake off all 
dependance upon religion, and human weak- 
ness be deprived of its support and consola- 
tion; and then, as it has too fatally proved, 
the rampart opposed to his passions being 
broken down, that man would be ready to 
enter at the breach, with a ferocity suited to 
his frightful transformation. = 

What might have been matter of n 556 
these our days confirmed by facts. A system- 
atic conspiracy against the religion of Christ, 
subtle in its operations, and determined in its 
object, has been unfolded to us with all its 
horrid testimony. And when we behold a ci- 
yy 8 1 S es © inf | 3 


11 

vilized and courteous nation changed of a sud- 
den into a mass of murderous plunderers; when 
ve behold a people, once polished in their ha- 
bits, and gentle in their manners, breaking down 
everyfence of decency, and sweeping away with 
infuriate barbarity the affections and the cha- 
rities of social life; it is only from such testi- 
mony, that we can account for this wild waste 
of happiness; it is from such testimony, and 
from the punishment that has followed those 
who boast a freedom from superstitious bond- 
age, that we ought to be taught the value of 
Christian dependance. And though, without 
any presumptuous decision, it may be affirmed, 
| that tribulation is come upon the earth, that men's 
hearts are Failing them" for fear, and that many 
false prophets ſiave arisen, and deceived many; 
yet are we assured, that 'amidst the darkness 
of the' perilous storm, there is a light sown for 
the righteous; and that He, who is "the same 
yesterday, and to-day, and for ever, will cause 
the very wrath of men to praise him— will, in 
due time, make manifest the ways of Provi- 
dence, and shew the wicked ensnared in the 
traps they had laid for others. | 


[ 19 ] 

From the progress of crime, and from the 
| picture of misery, we willingly turn to scenes 
of milder aspect to a country of Christian hope, 
and hitherto protected by a Saviour's love. But 
even in the British soil the seed of infidelity © 
has fixed its root, and is now eg wide 
its poisonous plants in all directions. * 

To the daring spirit of avowed nete our 
minds are not yet tempered; but the alarming 
popularity of writings, which have nothing to 
recommend them, but the rant of blasphemy, 
the disturbance of established order, and the 
defiance of all authority, human and divine, 
are among symptoms that portend a defection 
from Christ, rather than a long- suffering for his 
faith. Issuing from the same licentious school, 
how many teachers, with an insolent tenderness 
for the public welfare, have stepped forth to 

instruct us! Our shelves are crowded with pre- 
tended discoveries in nature, to falsify the 
work of Gop, and the history of his creation. 
We have systems of morality, patched together 
from broken fragments of revelation, to dis- 
prove the exercise of Gop's will, or the neces- 
sity of his law; and we have essays on man's 
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origin and progress, which take him out of the 
Hands of his Creator, and leave him to mould 
the form, and to compleat the sum, of his own 
happiness. Instead of asking of the days that 
are past to teach us wisdom, we seek for it in 

a speculative discussion, or in a partial experi- 
ment; and humility, the key that would open 
| the treasures of eternal life, is buried under 
the rubbish of philosophic pride and delusive 
theory. Thus the brightest talents have been 
led into error, have opposed probabilities to the 
sure word of GoD, and denied demonstration, 
in order to avoid belief. | 
Baneful, however, as these fruits have proved, 
they are happily placed beyond the reach of 
many; but the branches that bear them, are of 
wide extent and abundant produce; and the 
crafty enemy of the human race is every where, 
and in every shape, aiding and tempting the 
unwise to pluck and eat. I advert to those loose 
and licentious publications, which, making the 
feelings a pander to the passions, dissolve the 
force of every moral precept, and extract the 
sting of guilt from every known sin; or which, 
Juieting the fears of man by appealing to the 


1 | 
| mercy and goodness of Gop, dispose at will. 
of his justice and indignation; I advert to 
that fatal curiosity, which, with the genius of 
a neighbouring country, has imported a wild- 
ness of imagination, that despises sober re- 
straint; a fictitious morality, that degrades re 
ligion; and abandoned principles, that pollute 
common life. I advert to those dramatic re- 
presentations, which, by bestowing on vice tlie 
attractions of virtue, and through the recom- 
mendatory splendour of some popular qualities, 
bribe the integrity of the judgment, in its de- 
cision on the worst of conduct and the basest of 
characters. And when (to resume our metaphor) 
these are branches of the same fatal tree, which 
has been planted on the ruins of kingdoms, 
and watered with the blood of their inhabitants, 
is it a tree to be desired to make one wise? Is it 
a time to see it naturalized in our English soil? 
Is it a time to be silent, when so many thought- 
less beings are aiding its growth, and grafting 
its pernicious scions on the fairest shoots in the 
christian vineyard. | 
In this state of things, (for it ill Marine us 
to look back on the calamities which the ini- 
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quity of man has ever produced, without any 
self· application; or as servants of Gop, to ar- 

raign the impiety and enormities of others, 
without any national charge, or accusation 
against ourselves) in this state of things - not 
drawn, I trust, in the spirit of censure; not 
trespassing even beyond the bounds of common 
observation what have we to oppose to the de- 
lusions of this world, but the testimony of Gop, 
the evidences afforded to the unalterable design 
and purpose of its great Creator? What stop 
can we hope to put to the frantic experiments 
and wild machinations of human policy, but 
the voice of Him who to the passions, as well 
as to the elements, can say, Peace, be still # 
who, from the beginning hath made bare his 
arm in the eyes of all nations, and travelling in | 
the greatuess of his strength, hath trodden down 
the people in his anger; who, arrayed in the 
splendour of that glory which He had with the 
Father before the foundation of the world, 
wielding the arms, and invested with all the 
titles, of Omnipotence, is represented as weigh 
ing the earth in his balance, as upholding the 
cause of righteousness, and vindicating by his 
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judgments, and protecting by his mercy, tlie 
honour due unto his name. The sound is gone 
forth into all nations, % Salvation is near; and 
like the shepherds of old, we, upon whom the 
glory of the Lord has shone, are now travelling 
onwards in faith to see this thing which is 
come to pass; to learn the mystery which the 
Lord hath made known to us, of Gon in Christ 
reconciling the world to himself, of Christ in 
the Father, and the Father in Him. It is the 
Lord, who in the garden gave comfort to the 
guilty progenitors in whom we fell; it is the 
Angel of the old covenant whom we are now 
going meet, as the messenger of the new; it is 
the JEHovAn of Israel, as we trust to prove, 
whom we are approaching to worship as the 
incarnate Son of Gop it is the Lord of Hosts, 
whom we are to welcome as the Prince of 
Peace, and who, at the head of his faithful 
Israel, redeemed out of all kindreds, tongues; 
and nations, is again to appear as their everlast- 
ing Deliverer, the King of Glory; it is, in 
short, Jesus Christ, the game yesterday, and to- 
day, and for ever, who came to visit us in great 
humility; not the son of Joseph and Mary, but 
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He, whom all the Angels of Gop were to wor- 
ship; not a Prophet sent from Gop, but the 

everlasting Counsellor; not a pre- existent spi- 
rit descended from Heaven to proclaim the 
truths of the Gospel, but the eternal Mediator, 
for ever promised to, and for ever looked for, by 
the faithful; in whom they waited for that glo- 
rious consummation foretold in him, behold thy 
salvation cometh ; in whom they expected that 
great and atoning Saviour, whose consoling 
voĩce had uttered, Look unto me, and be ye saved, 
all the ends of the earth. 

The evidences of this 2 truth we 9 
mean to make, during the ensuing Sundays of 4 3 
Advent, the subject of our meditation; to con- 4 
centrate every name by which our Redeemer 
has been called, every appellation by which He 
has been known to his people; every relation 
in which He stands to them, in that compre- 
hensive and endearing one, the Lord our right- © 

- eousness. That these evidences may be found, 
aud that they will be produced against the 
scoffers of his word and the debasers of his 
character, we have many an apostolic affirma- 

Wen many a declaration of inspired history, 
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What is the language of St. Peter? Nepent ye, 
therefore, says he, and be converted, that your- 
eins may be blotted out, when the times of refresh- 
ing shall come, from the presence of the Lord: 
And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before 
was preached unto you, whom the heaven must 
receive, until the time of restitution of all things; 
which Gop hath spoken by the mouth of his pro- 
pliets, since the world began. In the same strain, 
and with the same deeision as to the nature and 
object of faith, the Apostle also, in this Epistle 
to the Hebrews, sets forth the efficacy of it as a 
principle of religious action, and illustrates it in 
many cases of pure, unshaken, suffering, and 
triumphant faith, from Abel (the son of Adam) 
to the time of the Maccabees. And after a con- 
tinued series of facts, deduced in regular order, 
both before the la and under the law, concludes 
with this direct assurance All having obtained 
_ good report through faith, received not the pro- 
mise, Gop having provided some better thing for us, 
that they without us might not be made perfect ; 
that 1s, they relied on the promise, but this-pro- 
mise was given only in, andthro'the seed, that was 
to come, whichseed, the Apostle says, was Christ. 
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We shall not now detail proofs which may ap- 

pear more forcible and more satisfactory in their 
colleQive form, under the different dispensations 
of Almighty love; but I should very imperfectly 
discharge the duties of a christian pastor, if, 
whilst endeavouring to raise your conceptions to 
the Author of your faith, I should forbear im- 
pressing on your hearts, its necessary and cor- 
respondent consequences. If our blessed Lord 


Vas announced to our first parents; if from time 


to time, through the long series of the Mosaic 
and prophetic days, the opening beams of this 
Sun of Righteousness broke through the cloud 
under which they were obscured, lighting up 
the countenances, and gladdening the hearts, 
of those who were called the servants of Gop; 
what ought a Christian to feel at the full ma- | 
nifestation of his Redeemer's glory? Witness as 
he is made to-all these miracles of mercy, well 
might the Apostle exclaim, how ,t, we escape, 
if we neglect co great satoation ? Christ has, in- 
deed, shone forth a light to them who sat in 
darkness; has been announced as a Saviour for. 
- sinners—but for penitent and believing sin- 

ners. The terms of his covenant are, Repent'and 
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| be forgiven. It was the language of the Evan- 
gelical prophet; it was the Baptist's preparatory 
injunction; it was our Lord's original lesson, 
Nepent, the kingdom of heaven is at hand; it was 
(as we have before observed) the Holy Apostle 
St. Peter's opening of his ministry, Hepent' ge, 
and be converted. This was to be the issue of 
early predictions, of patriarchal promises, of 
Mosaic rites, of prophetic warnings, of christ- 
ian miracles. The design and end of all this 
splendid apparatus was, that repentance, and 
n of sins, should be preached to all na- 
Let it not also be forgotten by a Christ- 
1an ante that blest as they are with peculiar 
privileges, they are loaded with more than com- | | 
mon responsibility. Why were Chorazim, and 
Bethsaida, 2nd Capernaum, threatened with a 
doom more dreadful than that even of Sodom 
and Gomorrah? but because, though so many 
mighty works had been done among them, 
they repented not; because they were blind to 
Him, whom we profess to see; because they dis- 
regarded Him, whom we profess to adore. 
Let us all, then, lay these thingy seriously to- 
heart; let us all ask ourselves that most impor- 
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tant question, each for himself, Have J re- 
pentedꝰ do I bring forth fruits meet for repent - 
ance, the only sure evidence of my pardon 
being sealed? If not, while Christ, who de- 
scended from his glory as the mediator of a new 
covenant, still sits upon a throne of mercy, let 
us fall down before him, confessing our sins, 
and imploring forgiveness and acceptance for 
his sake. Let us pray for the spirit of Gop, to 
soften our hearts, to render our contrition more 
deep, our vows of obedience moresincere, our re- 
solutions of amendment more efficacious. Thus 
invigorated, and thus consoled, the believer may 
go forth, and tell with joy the glad tidings of 
his salvation. He may speak with confidence 
of all the gracious promises, of his inheritance 
with Christ, and of the kingdom prepared for 
. him before the foundation of the world. In past 
transactions and fulfilments, in visibles and in- 
visibles, in prospect and in prophecy, looking 
to one Saviour, and to the final consummation 
of everlasting love, his song will be that of 
Moses and the Lamb, and the burden of it, 
IWho is like unto thee, OJsnoran, amongst all the 
mighty ones? Who is like unto thee, glorious in 
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holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders ? Thou 
in thy mercy hast led forth from the world the 
people whom thou hast redeemed; thou hast guided 
them in thy Strength to thy holy habitation. | 
He may cry out with Christian exultation, 
this is our God, we have waited for him, and He 
will save us. This is the Lord, we have waited 
for Him, we will be glad, and rejoice in his gal. 
vation. Amen, Amen. | 6 
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Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my 


commandments, my statutes, and my laws. 

AT the head of what is aaa called the 
Patriarchal Dispensation, and descended 
from the family of Him, on whom the promised 
blessing was entailed, by his Father's prophecy, 
stands this revered founder of the Jevyish na- 
tion the pattern of obedience, which is by faith, 

the instrument of mercy, the instructor of ages, 
the friend of Gop. The incidents of such - 
life, as might be expected, exhibit various and 
visible interpositions of divine Providence; while 
every expression of favour, and every commu- 
nication of grace, confirming past promises, af- 
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ford a clear intimation of the counsel of Gop, 
a stronger pledge of the immutability of his holy 
purpose, towards all the families of the earth, 
thro” the mediation of an heavenly Redeemer. 
In the memorials of this illustrious character, 
we not only find the promise made 'to Adam, 
the declaration continued to Noah, ratified by 
an everlasting covenant, but, temporal bles- 
Sings held out to the Patriarch's posterity, with 
the assurance of everlasting possession; terms, 
therefore, which never could apply to a finite 
accomplishment, terms which never could be 
fulfilled in an earthly Canaan, must be allowed 
to disclose some farther design, and to point to 
some future inheritance. And the blessing pro- 
nounced, that in his seed all the nations of the 
earth should be blessed, and whichstill awaits com- 
pletion in an heavenly city, through Him who 
is to bring the glory and honour of the nations into 
it was a more distinct revelation of that mer- 
ciful love, which, fore-ordained in the heavenly 
council for man's salvation, was'to be exempli- 
fied in the person of Him, whom in our former 
discourse we brought before you, as the same 
| yesterday, and to-day, and For cer. 
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Io the heavenly attestation of our text, £3 
Abraham obeyed my voice," and kept my charge, 
my commandments, my Statutes, and m laws; 
we may add a similar, though subsequent, tes- 
timony and explanation, of what that charge, 
and what those commandments, were. With 
the view of enforcing” conviction on the unbe- 
lieving Jews, or of reprobating their departure 
from the faith of their ancestors, our Saviour 
says to them, your Father Abraham rejoiced to 
See my day, and he sa it, and was glad; thus 
pronouncing Himself to have been the object of 
hope and dependence to their venerable pro- 
genitor; and claiming from his posterity (as 
being heirs of the promise) an aequiescence in 
the same belief; appealing to a prior testi- 
mony, and to the faithfulness of Gop's word, 
in favour of their expected Messiah, and then 
assuming into such expectation all the pro- 
perties of inherent divinity; and finally, that 
nothing might be left to doubt, or subject to 


mis construction, with an assertion they could 

not, and which they did not, mistake, as Lord 

of the universe, as guardian Gop of the 

Jews, He marks Himself with the signature of 
NG 
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uncreated and continued existence, and tells 
them, before 4braham was, I am. 
Independent, however, of every extraneous 
illustration, we might fairly argue the point, on 
its oym internal evidence. Abraham's justifi- 
cation unto holiness is expressly referred to 
his obedience (through faith) to the command- 
ments, to the statutes, and to the laws of his 
Gop. Had these particulars been recorded of 
any one, under either of the succeeding dispen- 
sations, would they not have been received, as 
comprehending the whole of religion? If by 
the commandments of Gop we are taught to 
understand his moral precepts, by his statutes, 
the institutions and ordinances of his worship, 
and by the laws, his judiciary directions and 
appointments; the received and usual mode of 
interpretation must be abandoned, or the sub- 
stance of the Patriarch's faith will exemplify a 
religion, complete in all its parts. 
Again: If Gop lay claim to the several parts 
of it, by stiling them, as we have heard, my com- 
mandments, my statutes, and my laws, both 
the injunctions, the promises, and tlie doctrines 
of revelation, must have ceased with Abraham; 
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or the nations of the earth, which were to be 
blessed through him, must have acknowledged 
their divine origin, and regarded them as marks 
of direction to a Redeemer's advent, and to a 
brighter and more perfect dispensation. 

But from arguments, which some might think 
defective, and from applications, which, thus ge- 
nerally taken, others might deem irreconcileable 
with the nature of the evidence, let us turn to 
those scriptures, to which our Saviour himself 
appeals, as testifying of Him; let us follow the 
voice, that appalled and consoled our first pa- 
rents in the garden of Eden, to its more dread- 
ful and terrific sound on Mount Sinai, when 
each preceding covenant was attested and re- 
newed, under more strict e rer. * WA 
severer discipline. 

Upon this hallowed ground, the firston which 
our Redeemer stood, it is painful to see so many 
of those, who call themselves christians, refuse 
to tread. That the infidel, who disdains to con- 
template the completed work of redemption, 
should be tempted to examine any part of its 
divine materials; or that the natural man, who 
confides in his own strength, should be made 
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sensible of his lost and helpless state, from the 
fall of his first parents, is not to be expected. 
To the one; who braves the destruction, or who 
feels not the enormity of sin, we should but ill 
address the merit and the necessity of an atone- 
ment for it; to the other, who trusts in his own 
righteousness, we should urge, with as little 
avail, the insufficieney of his pretensions, with- 
out the efficacy of redeeming love. But it is 
not against the objections or the doubts of in- 
fidelity, that the believer is called upon for any 
vindication. From these he may retire with 
pity or abhorrence; or if he must answer, it may 
be in the sure and certain word of Gop, al- 
ready delivered to the faithful, and to the faith- 
ful only now again to be delivered, as a warn- 
ing against the subtlety of worldly wisdom— 
Look unto. the rock whence ye are hewn, says the 
Prophet, and the hole of the pit, whence ye are 
digged; look unto Abraham your Father, and 
unto Sarah that bore you. For I called him alone, 
and. blessed him, and increased him ; and fear ye 
not, ye that know righteousness, the people in 
whose heart is my law; fear ye not the reproach 
men, neither be afraid of their revilings. For 
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the moth shall eat them up like a garment; and 
the worm shall eat them up like wool ; but m 
righteousness shall be for ever,” and my valbation 
from generation to generation. But when he sees 
this strong post of Christianity neglected, or 
given up, by those who are pledged to maintain 
her cause; when he sees those, to whose pro- 
tection the fortress of truth is entrusted, aban- 
doning its outworks and weakening its defence, 
is it not his duty to sound the alarm? or shall 
he scruple to call it desertion in the soldier of 
Christ, to leave the citadel thus exposed to the 
nearer approach of the ene. 
If Christianity be true, it is truein every part, 
and in every period of time; the creation,” the 
redemption, the sanctification of man, all began 
together in the Almighty councils, and all 
move on in divine procession, the distinct, but 
co-ordinate, the peculiar, though confederate, 
offices of the same great and glorious Being. 
And if its heavenly Author be the end of all 
the law and the prophets; if the testimony of 
Jesus be the spirit of prophecy, such testimony, 
must have been the leading object of every pre- 
ceding revelation. Amidst a contempt of his 
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miracles, and a disavowal of accomplished pre- 
ditions, in what manner does our blessed Lord 
assert the dignity of his character in the face 
of his enemies? He appeals to their acknow- 
ledged leader, and favourite of Gop, in direct 
evidence against them. Do not think, says he, 


that I toill uccuse you to the Father ; there is one 


that accuseth you, even Moses in whom ye trust. 
For had ye believed Moses ye would have be- 


leved me, for he wrote of me ; but if ye believe 


not his writings, how shall ye believe my words. 
Ihe condemnation of the Jew, like that of 
the Christian, proceeds. upon. the same suffici- 
ency of evidence; he was to be judged by the 
word that was spoken, and he must either reject 
his Law-giver, or receive a Saviour, of whom 
Moses was both type and prophet. Thus 
grounding the necessity of their belief in him 
on the very records of their faith, and esta- 
blishing his authority upon that of their own 
religious credentials, Christ at once confirms the 
authenticity of the Pentateuch, and incorpo- 
rates, as it were, every preceding dispensation into 
one system of redeeming love. What language 


could have spoken so plainly of Him, (that mis- 
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take was made à crime) but the language of 
inspiration? How could he have appealed to 


any anterior testimony, unless that testimony 
had been known to have been of divine origin? 

Instructed also in the covenant made with 
Abraham and his seed, if Moses were ordained: 
to be the instrument of the promised deliverance 
to his brethren; if, in the progress of his m- 
mission, he were allowed to pre- figure, and to 
predict a more perfect deliverance, through a 
prophet that was to be raised up like unto 
him; and if, moreover, almost every act of their 
legislation and worship be found commemora- 
tive of such expectation, and subsidiary to this 
gracious design, then of what comment will 
the Mosaic history admit? Descriptive as it is 
of the works and the ways of Providence, the 
truths it reveals, and the events it foretels, 
could not be discovered by human means: nor 
can it be supposed, that the Being, who must 
have dictated the word of prophecy, and whose 
name was to be honoured and proclaimed in 
the fulfilment of it, should suffer the operations 
of his hands to be disfigured or disgraced by 
fabulous legends or fanciful representations. 
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The legislative and the prophetic annals of this 
inspired writer even now specify and distin- 
guish the Jewish people. Without a vestige 
of civil polity left, and scattered as they are 
among all nations, they still guard them as 
memorials of their principal ancestors, as a code 
af laws to direct their practice, and as contain- 
ing the promised advent of one who Hall re- 
deem Israel. What, then, does the Christian 
understand, when he reads of the veil being still 
upon their hearts? Will he urge against them 
the predictive testimony, and refuse the descrip- 
tive evidence of inspiration? Will he allow 
their scriptures to bear witness of Jesus, and 
the redemption of mankind through him, and 
doubt their veracity, when they prove the ne- 
cessity of this rich display of mercy, by bearing 
witness also of the fall of man, and the state 
from which he fell? Man never had but one 
teacher, though he may have submitted to 
many masters; from the natural world he was 
to be led to the spiritual, from visibles to invi- 
sibles; and the knowledge of the true Gop is 
involved in the knowledge of the works of his 
creation. Without the Mosaic basis, what vi- 
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sionary superstructures have been raised by | 
many who would build up to heaven, but they 
have been gazed at and admired, and then tum- 
bled into ruin, each in his turn, for want of a 
foundation. Had we not been accustomed to 
concede too much to the powers of human 
reason, we should have learnt, that divine ar- 
chitecture needed the explanation of its divine 
architect; we should have found the inspired 
author of the Pentateuch to be the most faith- 
ful historian, the wisest of legislators, and the 
soundest philosopher. Nay, we venture to assert, 
upon the most satisfactory proofs, that in pro- 
portion as discovery has taken place of con- 
jecture, and experiment filled up the void of 
theory, the grand and awful scene of creation, 
as exhibited to our view in the first chapter of 
Genesis, accords with the known principles of 
material agency, and disposes of the elements 
in a manner consistent vr their —_ and 
immediate properties. | 

But to quit the subject of Moses, till he ap- 
pears as the leader and law-giver of Israel, we 
will now return to the eventful records of the 
patriarchal dispensation. In the earliest, and 
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what is called the antediluvian, period of it, 
they are but few, and these not pursued into 


any minute particulars; the inspired historian 


seems hastening to that important era, when 
the separation from idolatry began in the faith- 
ful founder of his nation, and was continued 
and preserved in his descendants, through a 
series of miraculous interpositions, till the par- 
tition wall was enlarged and secured by the re- 
ligious observances of a whole people, and the 
ritual ceremonies of the Jewish church. 
But what is wanting in historical detail, is 
amply supplied by the precision and importance 
of the events related. We are shewn the world 
in its glory, as it was formed by the great 
Creator, and man placed in it, in his primeval 


beauty of innocence and conscious dependence. 


The picture soon changes—and seduced from his 
faith and dependence, we see him driven from 


the blissful scenes of paradise, delivered over to 


sin and death, and robbed of immortality.- 
Without dwelling upon the conditional pro- 
hibition, without entering into any examina- 
tion of the Tree of Life as a sacramental pledge, 
prof the Cherubim that was appointed to guard 
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it, (though both must have a spiritual mean- 
ing, from being made the emblem of mercy, 
and the end of atonement) we will take up 
man from his wretched and helpless state, and 
put him into the hands of Him who interposed 
for his deliverance. But we would impress it 
strongly on the hearts of all, that the fruit of 
the tree of life is no longer within human reach, 
and that it can no more be eaten, but through 
the gift of Him, who came don from heaven to 
preserve the spiritual food, to prove himself the 
substance of this sacred figure, and to give life 
to the world. To him that  overcometh, says 
our Saviour, in the same figurative language, 
will give to eat of the tree liſe, which is 
in the midst of the paradise of Gon. 

The plan of restoration was no sooner re- 
vealed to our first parents, under the emblem 
of the seed of the woman that was to bruise the 
serpent's head, than it was accompanied with 
institutions and ordinances, symbolical of the 
event, and intended to perpetuate the memory 
of it. The nearer we keep to Adam, this pro- 
mise of a second Adam, perfect and sinless, to 
stand before Gow, appears to be the constant 


200 1 


object of hope, and the subject of meditation. 
When Cain was born unto Eve, what was her 
reflection, I have gotten ' a man from the Lord; 
after he had killed his brother, and was driven 
from the presence of the Lord, her next off- 
spring she calls Seth, because, said she, Gop has 
appointed me another seed. Thus keeping in 
view the promise made to her, and transmitting 
to her children the glorious rwe to be 


derived through her. 


The perpetration also of the horrid crime, 
the first entry of death into the world, furnishes 
questions that it would be hard to answer, but 
upon the supposition of such expected blessing. 
And the death of Abel, in its cause and conse- 
quences, brings a considerable accession of 
evidence to prove a believed inheritance be- 
yond the grave, and the faith and worship of 
Him, by whose triumph over death it was to 
be secured. | 

Unless a resurrection unto life eternal a 
been specified, the loas of one child, thus cut 
off from every share of the promised restora- 
tion, could not have. been compensated to the 
repentant mother by the birth of another. 
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Moreover, if Cain's hatred were heightened 
into revenge, from the signified rejection of his 
peace- offering, and the acceptance of his bro- 
ther Abel's, there must have been some or- 
dained mode of worship, some commemorative 
reference, necessary to be observed in the sacred 
office. Both sacrificed to their Creator; but the 
one, with a piety that looked to the recovery 


of what he had lost the other, with a self- suf. 


ficiency that claimed as a right, what was to 
be a pure gift of grace and favour. 'Thus made 
to feel his inferiority and dependence, and 
sharpened into resentment by the dread of be- 
ing supplanted in his birthright, Cain listens 
to the same wicked counsels, that had ruined 
his unhappy parent—that he was master of his 
own destiny, that the blessing belonged to him, 
and that Gop could not deprive him of it, 
without an act of injustice; but to frustrate 
any such intention, he had only to destroy his 
brother, and thus secure possession. The fatal 
purpose was resolved upon and executed. — 
And if by faith, as the Apostle argues, Abel 
offered unto Gop a more excellent sacrifice 
than Cain; if he obtained witness that he was 
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righteous, Gop testifying of his gifts, and by it 
he being dead yet speaketh; then the crime by 
which he fell, is an illustration of the great 
doctrines of the gospel—of the corruption of 
man's nature, the necessity of a Saviour, and 
the merit of his atonement; and it speaks 
aloud to many an unhallowed sacrifice of the 
present day, that the prayer which is not of- 
fered through an interceding Redeemer, will, 
like the sacrifice of the rejected Cain, want its 
essential and propitiatory form. 
From the opposer of original sin, and from 


the presumptuous derider of atonement, we 
would also ask some reasonable solution of 
the origin of sacrifice. Will they make it con- 
sistent with any natural idea, will they dis- 
cover in the blood of an innocent victim any 
thing recommendatory in itself of the offerer's 
suit and devotions? And though they should 
clear away, what they term, a load of supersti- 
tion from the Christian worship, they will find 
it incumbring every altar of their favourite na- 
tural religion; they will find these absurdities 
forming the significant, and generally indispen- 
sible, part of all religious ceremonies; and how- 
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ever disgraced, as we are ready to allow, with 
every abominable pollution, though retaining 
nothing to perfect the service, or to purify the 
offering, still in its expiatory form, in its pro- 
pitiatory hopes, the sacrifice of heathen nations 
preserves the features of that sacred and so- 
lemn office, which was ordained to keep up the 
remembrance of guilt, till the full and perfect 
sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, was made 
by an eternal Mediator for the sins of the whole 
world. | 

If we except the translation of Enoch, and 
which seems to have been designed by the Al- 
mighty to continue and confirm to the right- 
eous family the assurance of a happier state 
Enoch walked with Gop, and was not, for G 
took him—there is little else left to character- 
ize the servants of Gop, till tne day arrives 
when Noah was to enter into the ark. Then, 
though the pillars of the earth were shaken from 
their foundation, and its apostate and rebel- 
lious inhabitants were swept away from the face 
of it by a deluge of waters, the building of Gop, 
the work of redemption, was not overthrown; 
and the church'of the Redeemer, now confined 
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to eight persons, sailed over the ruins of a 
world—unhurt. 
There is something so awful in this universal 
judgment, it speaks at every period of time 
with such terrific warning to a dissolute and 
corrupt generation, and it ought to awaken in 
a Christian bosom so many. reflections on as 
sure a destruction to overwhelm him, and the 
world on which he treads, without the de- 
liverance wrought for the faithful by the 
spiritual Noah in the ark of his church, that 
we shall reserve the comparison for a future 
and particular illustration. N 

To the exceptions that may be milo to the 
Mosaic account of the deluge, we can oppose 
the present state of the earth, with its manifold 
evidences of the wonderful transaction. And 
what has beeu the grand epoch of every ancient 
kingdom; an event, that has been admitted as 
true by every nation, whose monuments are 
preserved, or whose writings are accessible; an 
event, which has given to symbol a character, | 
and to allegory a meaning; which, divesting 
mythology of her ornaments, and chronology 
of its errors, can furuish to every people a real 
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memorial of their descent and origin, combines 
the religion, the manners, laws, arts, and anti- 
quities of every country against the mere as- 
sertions of infidetity. | 

Placed again upon a new world, and feeling 
for those who had perished in their iniquities, 
Noah begins the renewed duties of life with 
an act of worship to his merciful preserver. 
He built an altar unto the Lord, and offered 
burnt-offerings unto the Lord. Here we have 
again the same commemorative sacrifice, as 
the result of faith and dependenee; there was 
no immediate communication from the Deity ; 
both the form, and the act of worship, bear a 
manifest reference to some known and esta- 
blished ceremony; and the terms of the cove- 
nant made with Noah in consequence of it are 
precisely the same with that renewed afterwards 
with Abraham, I will establish my covenant wit li 
you, and with your seed after you ; evidently 
alluding to a covenant already in being, which 
had been made, and which, from a sense of his 
great deliverance, he must be walten e 
never be broken. | 


[ 50 ] 


The descendants, hawevyer, of Noah, like the 
descendants of Adam, soon forsook the ways of 
the Lord, and at last filled up the measure of 
their iniquity by their idolatyous confederacy 
at the tower of Babel. The unchangeable word 
had passed, that they should be no more destroyed 
by water; and like Cain, they were now driven 
from the presence of the Lord; left (as the 


Apastle argues) to their own. imaginations, till 


their foglish hearts were darkened, and profes- 
sing themselves wise, they became fools. But 
the promise given in the Garden of Eden re- 
mained sacred, and again we see another faithful 
servant called aut of the ĩdolatrous land, and led 
by the hand of Gop into the paths of truth and 
righteousness. In personal intercourse, in hea- 
yenly visions, in prophetic revelations, he was 
instructecl, blest, and comforted ;gand the history 
of Abraham is the typical history of all true be- 
lievers, who, in full assurance of faith, sojourn 
in the land of promise, as in a strange country, 
looking for a better, that is, an heaveuly habi- 

tation. From Abraham, the father of the faith - 
ful, as from a root, the visible church rose as a 
tree, distinct from all others; but when every 
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thing had: been done for Christ's vineyard, and 
the vine that ought to have produced good 
grapes, brought forth sour grapes, the Gentiles 
were grafted in. Its heavenly nurture, its pro- 
gressive growth, its blessed fruit, were discloged 
to him in fuller light. In the promise of à son, 
in the plains of Mamre, in the land of Moriah, 
he is addressed by One, whose title is, I am the 
Almighty Gap; and who, in Apostolic language, 
being in the form of Gon, thought it not robbery 
to be equal with God. In the renewal of the 
covenant of grace, it was not only made known 
to him, that Christ was to be of Abraham's 
seed; but the calling of the Gentiles, the bring- 
ing all nations into the church, that all the fa- 
milies of the earth might be blessed, were mat- 
ters of distinct revelation by Him who said, 
Abraham rejoiced to see my day, and he saw it, 
and was glad. Throughout the whole Patriar- 
chal age, we find the same guardian Power, and 
the same gracious Providence, watching over 
and protecting the covenaiited blessings of his 
Servants; and either by interesting points of re- 
semblance, by type, by figure, or prophetic di- 
rection, leading them to just apprehensions of 
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the true Gop, and to the performance of sucli 


worship, as would procure his favour and ac- 


ceptance: concealing no glory that could be 


manifested to mortal eyes, and unfolding a mercy 
that should embrace every s son of RR who 


called upon his name. Ge U dy 
Such was the religion of the Patriarchal 


church, which went out into all the earth; 

the purity of which the antient fathers of our 
faith lived and died; which the Jews constantly 
affirm to have been handed down from Adam 
to Noah, and the wisest heathens to have come 
to them (in the portions it did come) by'reve- 
lation and tradition; which was published and 


preached to the old world by the antediluvian 
prophets, from Adam successively to Noah; 


and to the new, by Noah and Shem, by Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, in Canaan; by Joseph 
and the Church, in Egypt; by Moses and Aaron, 
as it remains to shew, at the deliverance from 


thence, when it was re- published in writing; by 
the standing evidMce of the church in Judea, 
which was surrounded by the Gentiles on all 
sides, and in the very center of the then known 


world; by the proselytes, that travelled to and 
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from thence; and the intercourse the Jewish 
people suecessively had with the four great mo- 
.narchies--the Assyrian, the Persian, the Grecian, 
and the Roman; by the prophets of Gop oc- 
casionally, by Jonah in particular at Nineveh; 
by Jeremiah, in Egypt; by. Ezekiel, Daniel, 
Shadrach, Meshac, and Abednego, and Zecha- 
riah, and the Church in captivity. at Babylon; 
by the translation of the Scriptures of the Old 
Testament into Greek, which was at that time 
generally understood; and by various other 
means, till the blessed Apostles carried it ac- 
complished to the remotest parts of the earth. 

It is to this view of the sacred writings that 
J wish to open your eyes, to contemplate the 
 Jenovan of the old covenant in the Redeemer 
of the new, and in the founder of Christianity, 
the Gop of Abraham, of Isaac, and Jacob, who 
had declared, that besides Him there was no 
Saviour. Every occurrence and every character 
in the scripture history was written for our in- 
struction and example, and what, in the short 
detail of this discourse, could only; be made 
subject of allusion, would, to a reflecting mind. 
furnish materials of thought, which would finally 
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center in Jesns, the author and finisher of his 
faith. If the preservation of Noah in the ark 
be true, who shut the door of it, but He who 
is now calling the sinner to repentance, lest he 
outstay the day of grace, and the door of his 
Father's kingdom should be shut against Him 
for ever? Who released him from his imprison- 
ment, and bade him tread securely upon a new 
world, but He who is to unbar the portals of 
the grave, and lead the family of the faithful to 
their new inheritance? Can we read of the Lord 
Taining fire and brimstone from heaven upon 
the devoted cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
without thinking of Him, before whom, at his 
final judgment, is to go a consuming fire, when 
| He shall visit in his anger the wickedness of 
those who dwell upon the earth; who alone is 
able, and has promised, to save us from the 
ruins of a burning world, and from those fires 
that never shall be extinguished; and who is 
now calling to every Christian, as He did to 

the faithful Lot, Haste, escape for thy life. 
From the beginning to the end of all things 
the language of revelation has been one, the 
road to salvation the same that as in Adam all 
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die, 50 in Christ hall all be made alive. On the 
right or the left of this path of faith all is 
darkness and error, and the multitudes who have 
wandered and perished, should be a warning to 
those who survive. We have much among us now 
of natural divinity and rational religion, which 
Kindly take us out of the hands of the first and 
only instructor of mankind, to prove to us that 
there is a Gov, and a future state of retribution; 
and after carrying us to the bounds of ithmor- 
tality, leave us there without sanctification ant 
without redemption, the only means of passing 
its barriers. Is our light, then, 80 dim at the 
completion of promise, that we want such guides? 
Is the covenant of merey so little understood, , 
as to need such explanations? 

Those solemn assertions, I am the way, and 
the truth, and the life, and no man cometh unto 
the Father, but by me, shew us a life of grace, 
that no human reason can supply, and give us 
an hope in death, that nothing without Christ 
can afford. If we abandon Him, we abandon 
the only ground of true hope that ever was 
discovered to the world. Everlasting in his 
nature, his salvation must be for ever. He is 
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Jesus our Saviour, the sacrifice to purge our 
eins; He is JZ HOVA our Righteousness, to 
justify our persons. Whatever names are pe- 
culiar to Him throughout the prior dispensa- 
tions, and which we may hereafter collect, they 
are all blended in our code of faith, in the be- 
loved Son of Gop, who was to take away the sins 
of the world; who is the everlasting King of 
everlasting love and peace, whose mercies are 
everlasting, because He is everlasting. Like 
Abraham, therefore, may we obey his voice, and 
keep his charge, his commandments, his sta- 
tutes, and his laws; and then we shall be called 
to eit down with, Him. in the kingdom, prepared 
For us before the foundation, of the world. 


SERMON III. 


SkRMON III. 


—2 


#0 5.) 5 1.4. + hr ee ee: 


By faith Noah, being warned of Gop of things 

not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an 
ark to the Saving of his house ; by the which he 
bac ndemned the world, and decade heir of the 
|  Nighteousness which 18 oy faith, 8 


A. far as we had hitherto chad the | obje& 

of our enquiry, it has been to set before 
you, in the plain though prophetic language 
of scripture, the great doctrines of Christianity; 
to lead you to the true knowledge of your Gon 
and Saviour; to prove the stability of his mercy 
and faithfulness to his church and people, and 
that those whom' He hath once loved, and was 
pledged to save, He will love and preserve to 
the end. But before we proceed to the distin- 
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guishing particulars of the Mosaic dispensation, 
and from thence to the brighter era of Christi- 
anity, let us look back upon the visitations of 
Gop's Providence, and try, whether we can dis- 
cover among them any that may furnish ad- 
, ditional proofs to our general argument, or any 
that may strengthen it by distinct illustration. 
Admitting the Bible to be the written word 
of Gop, and an authentic narrative of events, 
under his immediate guidance and direction; 
it is a history in which every human being is 
concerned, and it must be a revelation of du- 
ties of permanent and perpetual obligaffon. 
The object of it is the instruction of man 
_ ereated after the image of his Maker; and 
| whatever may have been the mode or degree ; 
of divine communications, the tendency of 
them has been the same; the revelation, the 
prophecy, and the miracle, all conspire to 
promote one heavenly purpose: they are only 
the different parts of a building unto God, 
Christ being the chief corner-stone; and the 
work of redemption, which neither the passions 
of men have frustrated, nor any convulsions of 
nature altered, will remain firm and immove- 
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able upon the rock of our salvation, till the 
whole be completed in the * nnn a 

the faithful. 
If we lose sight of this ail and FOR 
design, every thing that has passed, or is now 
passing, in the world, becomes a confused revo- 
lution of events; which, like the waves of the 
sea, beat upon the shore of time with a momen- 
tary noise, and soon sink into the calm of ob- 
livion: the promises and rewards, the threat- 
enings and the punishments, the destruction 
and deliverances, which appear as invariable 
consequences of man's observance or neglect 
of his duties, cease to be admonitions and ex- - 
amples recorded for our instruction, no longer 
vindicate the ways of Gop to man, but present 
a series of marvellous occurrences, of which a 
lapse of ages may be allowed to erase the re 
membrance, or which temporal ease and imme- 
diate security forbid us from connecting with 
any personal or national application. 1 
Io what this forgetfulness of Gop's judg- 

ments has led mankind, let the heathen world 
pronounce; of the miseries to which it is now 
leading them, let the christian world beware, 
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The wheels of Providence are not turned round 
by blind chance, nor directed by human agency. 
They are full of eyes round about, and they are 
guided by the spirit of Gop; where the Spirit 
goes, they go; and whether rolling over king- 
, doms, or crushing a whole people in their mo- 
tion, they set out from the throne, and to the 
throne of Him, who ts the same yesterday, and 
to-day, and for ever, will they again return, 
with the accomplished work of redemption. 

The scriptures, and thescriptures only, unfold 
one entire system of divine administration from 
the creation to the end of all things; and man, 
with all his passions, is made subservient to it. 
Distinct from every other history, the nar- 

rative and the application go together; it 
addresses itself to every government, to every 
people, and to every individual. Without de- 
tailing their errors, or commenting upon their 
good or evil management, it manifests the in- 
terfering Providence of Gop in every part of 
his moral administration, it cries aloud to us, 

them that honour me Iwill honour, and them that 
despise me shall be lightly esteemed ; and whilst 
it is hard to select a maxim in the moral or po- 
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Uitical theories of man, which, during a course 


of ages, has not found some more enlightened ; 


teacher to correct its errors, or supply its defects, 5 


the wisdom that is from above, consecrated in 
the school of example, has proved its unchange- 
able origin, and directs us to the wretched'vic- 
tims, who have either depreciated its value, or 
despised its admonitions. Thus mixing the 
records of antiquity with the operations of our 
own hearts, the holy writings afford a resem- 


blance to every picture, and give to every docu- 


ment a petuliar worth and influence. The men 
and the events are blended with the things, 


which belong to our everlasting happiness; and 


the! judgments which have overtaken iniquity, 
have only engraven the precept upon so many 
awful monuments; that there is no peace to the 
wicked, and that they have great peace, who love 
the laws of the Lord. | | 

Of the various actions and characters therein 
enumerated, we may safely leave to the Christ: 
ian reader the typical application; he may err 
in some prophetic allusion, he may force a com- 
parison into some remote junctures and de- 
pendencies; but he cannot fail to comprehend 


— 
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the lesson of righteousness, and to know his only 
teacher, Gop. He cannot fail to observe, how 
few have learnt it in the school of mercy; and 
that the stubbornness of the heart had only been 
softened under the discipline of affliction. 
In commenting upon the dreadful event, 
vhich in our last discourse we purposed making 
the subject of particular discussion, there can 
be little danger of any misapplication. It is a 
history marked with such terrific warning; it is 
an embassy of mercy and judgment so fully 
declarative of a Redeemer's office, and of the 
terms of our Christian covenant; it proclaims 
to us, with such formidable authority, wherein 
human safety alone consists, that every part 
and every incident of it seems an appointed 
representation of the church of Christ, of its 
promised security, and of the final overthrow 
of all its enemies; and the afflictive example 
comes to confirm, the Apostolic assertion, that 
though the Lord knoweth. how to deliver the 
godly out of temptation, He will reserve the un- 
Just unto the day of judgment, to be punished. 
Ascending, therefore, the hill of divine con- 
templation, and looking down from the watch- 
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tower of faith on the destruction of a guilty 
race, and the renovation of mankind in the 
family of the preserved Patriarch, be it our en- 
deavour to engrave upon the tablets of our 
hearts every circumstance of the solemn admo- 
nition; till beholding in the person and in the 
preservation of Him who was found faithful, a 
perfect delineation of Christ the true Noah, and 
of the salvation wrought by Him at his first 
advent, we carry our reflections onwards to the 
present state of our existence, to the things 
which shall befall us, and the earth on which we 
tread. And viewing, with suitable apprehension, 
the same scene which is now acting in the world, 
may we learn in time the things which belong 
unto our peace, and to provide against the same 
dreadful consummation, which will be fully and 
finally accomplished at Christ's second coming 
to judgment, at the approaching dissolution of 
the world by fire, and the prezervation of the 
family of the faithful in the ark of his church. 
Wa, says the Apostle, warned of Gop of 
things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared 
an ark to the saving of his house. That is, in 
the true spirit of faith, he ated upon the ma- 
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nifestation of Gov's word unto him, as from 
the most convincing evidence. There were no 
visible appearances of nature, to warrant the 
belief of a flood; the sun rose and set as usual; 
the seasons returned at their appointed periods; 
and the affairs of the world went on in the same 
accustomed current. The subtle disputers also 
of those days, like the enlightened philosophers 
of these, were probably spending the time al- 
lotted to them for repentance and amendment, 
in deciding upon necessary causes and effects; 
or during the one hundred and twenty years, 
in which the Patriarch incessantly warned them 
of the impending desolation, and fo flee from 
the wrath to come, instead of turning to their 
Gov, might be employing their infidel wit in 
ridiculing the poor man's credulity, and the vi- 
sionary plan he had adopted, of saving himself 
and houshold, by buiiding an ark with such 
toil and expence, to sail over the mountains. | 
Even the few, who from the earnestness of the 
preacher, or some slight misgivings of con- 
science, could not shake off all apprehension 
of the dreadful consequences, should the pro- 
phecy prove true, like the wavering Christian 


6 
of the present day, might have said, Lord, / 
believe, and then gone their way; one to his 
farm, another to his merchandize or to his plea- 
sures, waiting to see what the rest of the world 
would do; and composing themselves with the 
thought, that they should fare no worse than 
their neighbours. 

With belief and practice thus at be and 
from an eagerness to fasten upon any shadow 
of consolation; every plausible objection would 
soon raise a doubt, or furnish demonstration. By 
some they would be convinced of the natural 
impracticability of the event. By others they 
might be questioned, and which, in minds thus | 
disposed, would amount to the most satisfactory 
proof. Whether, allowing every thing to the 
power of God, it were consistent with his mer- 
cy, or reconcileable to his justice, to raise up 
such a goodly fabric in order to destroy it? 
Could any rational mind deem it credible, that 
a Being of infinite goodness should so signally 
punisch a whole generation, whom He had 
formed for enjoyment, (and among whom, also, 
there must be different degrees of guilt, and 
some even incapable of offence) for trespassing 
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a little, perhaps, beyond the bounds of modera- 


tion; or at worst, for purſuing their career of 


pleasure, in a few cases, to a culpable excess. 
Besides, with full allowance as to the corrupted 
state of the world, and stating the sum of its 
iniquity at the height of the most pious compu- 


tation, was there not much to admire, much 


to revere in it? Were all its advances in know- 


ledge, arts, and civilization, to be left out of 


the account? Were all the comforts of human 
invention no symptoms of improving happi- 
ness? And because of a little evil here and 
there, were they to be terrified with the super- 
stitious dotage, that every vestige and form 


of this fair creation would be swept away into 


utter and endless ruin? Unwilling to deny, or 
borrowing a sort of security from such convin- 
eing arguments, they went on, as our Saviour 


tells us, eating and drinking, marrying and given 


in marriage, until the day arrived when Noah, 
entered into the ark, and the hour of conviction 
became to them the hour of destruction. | 
In spite of all this specious train of reasoning, 
(and which pretty much accords with the liberal 


opinions of the present day) the word of Gon 
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prevailed; the flood did come, as Noah had 
foretold ; and the despised preacher of righteous- 
ness now alone found help and safety in the 
Gov of his salvation. His friends, his neigh- 
bouts, and relations, who had either neglected, 
or presumptuously derided, his admonition, 
looked in vain to him for help! There was no 
hiding place; no refuge from the storm, but 
within the ark—and Gop had shut the door. 
The waters, which soon rose above the highest 
hills, bore all away with irresistible force; the 
day of acceptance was over, and the night of 
judgment closed in for ever on a corrupt and 
perverse generation! Thus Noah condemned 
the world, and thus, by confiding in and acting 
upon the promises of his Gop, he became, as 
the Apostle states, heir of the righteousness which 
ix by faith, | 

But interesting as this dreadful narrative must 
appear, either as a striking monument of di- 
vine indignation, or as confirming the certainty 
of revelation on which our belief is foumded, 
when from the prediction thus proclaimed, and 
thus fulfilled, we bring the mercy and judg- 
ments of our Gop into nearer comparison, it 
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peaks, or it ought to speak, with more awaken- 


ing effect. And if the preacher of righteous- 


ness to the old world be allowed to stand forth 
as a type of the messenger of peace and salva- 
tion to the new, if the deliverance from a flood 


of water be the picture of as sure a deliverance 
from the flood of sin and death, over which we 


are to be borne triumphant, through faith in 


Christ Jesus, then the history applies itself to 


all our hopes, and to all our fears; then it gives 
to precept the confirmation of experience; and 
in its beginning, its progress, and its end, marks 


. - the rise; the success, and accomplishment of a 


Saviour's doctrine and kingdom. 

Jo establish the final covenant between the 
Creator and his creatures, to fulfil the last pro- 
mise of forgiveness to his rebellious subjects, 
and to shelter us from the wrath to come by 
timely notice of our danger, did the Son of 


_ Gov (the seed of the woman that was to bruise 


the serpent's head) take our nature upon Him, 


and visit us in great humility. And unless we 


refuse to attend td the purport of his coming; 


unless we disdain, like those in the time of the 
despised Patriarch, to listen to his admonitions; 


we shall see the same protecting arm held forth 
to save, the same avenging hand uplifted to de- 
stroy; we shall find a repetition of the same 


consoling promises, and the same tremendous 
consummation. My Spirit, said the Almighty, 
Shall not alway strive with man, for that he aleo 
is flesh, and the end of all flesh is come before 
me; but come thou and thine house (addressing 
himself to Noah) into the ark. Is the language 
of our Saviour less authoritative, or less expli- 
eit Except ye repent, ye Shall all likewise perish? 
But, as in the case of Noah, holding forth'the 
means of salvation to all believers; Come unte 
me, says he, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. He saw the 
tempest that was ready to break om a; guilty 
world, and viewing it in all it desoistingp oben 
sequences to impenitent men, hie prepared an 
ark for the saving of his house; he instituted and 
ordained his church, against which the gates of 
Hell were not to prevail, to shelter the family 
of the faithful from the impending storm. 
Here, safe with our spiritual Noah, we may 
defy the raging elements; from hence the 
Angel of Peace, at the final wreck of all things, 
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will go forth and return like the Dove with the 
olive branch, to tell us that our footing is sure, 
that new heavens and a new earth appear, and 
that we may again tread with safety in the pre- 
8ence of our Gop and Saviour. 


If, then, salvation by Jesus Christ be the ob- 
ject of our hopes and wishes; if in faith we would 
truly turn to him, lest with hearts of unbelief 
we should fall into condemnation; if also the 
Patriarchal, the Mosaic, and the Christian dis- 
pensations (as we trust to prove) were only 
different inclosures, which Gop by several or- 
dinances had fenced, to keep his church un- 
mixt with and separate from the world, and 
to preserve within its fold the adopted children 
of Christ's holy family; are we not summoned 
to look to our everlasting Deliverer, and to con- 
sider how these things are accomplished in us, 
who live in this last age of the world? 
The same Spirit, my brethren, that preached 
in Noah to the old world, and in Christ to the 
Jews, preaches now to you in the ministration of 
the Gospel. We are appointed and ordered to 
warn you from Gop things not seen as yet, of a 
sudden and invisible dest ruction coming like a 
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whirlwind from the presenceof the Lord; and'from 
the glory of his power, upon all the inhabitants 
of the eartly; when, at his second advent, the 
Lord himself, terrible in judgment, as He is rich 
in mercy, shall descend, in flaming fire, the earth 
shall be dissolved from its foundations, the 
rocks melt, and the mountains flow down in li- 
quid ſire at his presence. The earth, tollien was 
of old, says St. Peter, being overflowed with 
water, periched ; but the heavens and earth, which 
are now, are kept in tore, reserved unto fire 
. against' the day of judgment and perdition' of 
ungodly men. Surely, such @ warning from 
Gop, of things the more terrible for that we see 
them not, of things that will assuredly come to 
pass, though all mankind should resolve not to 
think of them, should move us, like the holy 
Patriarch, with fear. Nor unless daily observa- 
tion evinced the truth of it, could the thought- 
lessness and indifference with which. some can 
listen to sueh warning, be deemed credible. 
We cannot better illustrate our meaning 
than by » familiar though painful comparison. 
Some of us may have felt, but all of us can 
imagine, the horror and distraction of a man's 
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mind, when his house is on fire, without any 


? place of shelter provided for himself and des- 


titute family; and yet that same man shall sit 
and hear of the heavens melting all around him, 
a fiery. gulph rolling beneath, the earth he stands 


upon sinking into it, and no care taken to as- 
sure an everlasting habitation to receive him, 


with a careless unconcern, an idle curiosity, or 


a sort of mental inattention, thinking only what 


is to become of the rest of the day, when the 


customary tribute of public worship is over. — 


These things are, and will be for a lamentation; 


all that we can do is to give you the Warning we 
have received from Gop, to pray that it may 


be recorded in the book of everlasting remem- 
brance, that after the warning given, should the 
sinner die in his iniquity, his blood may not be 
required at the watchman's hand; to tell you, 
that though the elements be dissolved with fer- 
vent heat, and a fiery deluge shall swallow up 
the world of the ungodly, in the ark of Christ's 
church the family of the faithful shall remain 


unhurt; but if we are not found among that 


blessed number, when terror and desolation 
drive us to seek for refuge, the door will be shut. 
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The sigus of the times are such, as to portend, 
in the opinion of many serious and reflecting 
minds, the day of grace expiring, and the speedy 
completion of the interval left for repentance; 
but whether they do or not, whether the Arch- 
angel's trumpet shall awaken us from our graves, 
or appal us in our dwellings, there is no alter- 
ation in the divine decrees. The sinner will 
be overwhelmed in sudden destruction, the pe- 
nitent will be taught a way to escape it. Every 
page of the holy scriptures enforces this doc- 
trine, and example presses upon example with 
the most convincing evidence, to shew the va- 
luable consequences of abiding fast for protec- 
tion by the word and sanctuary of our Gon. 
He who remembered Noah, and brought him 
out in safety, has signed and sealed with his 
blood the everlasting covenant, that when every 
work of man shall perish, and the globe itself 
be effaced from the universe, He will lead forth 
his redeemed to new abodes of life, and to man- 
sions of eternal glory. 
Instead, however, of guarding our ene with 
this great and glorious truth, as a shield of de- 
fence, we sometimes doubt its power, and some- 
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times know not its use. Taught to look to an 


heavenly inheritance, our eyes are too short- 


sighted for the prospect, they take in no happi- 
ness but that within our immediate reach; and 
as if the only blessing of man were his share of 


personal gratification, as if the warning of Gop 
of things not geen as yet had no positive relation 
vith the affairs of this life, or that its consumma- 
tion was at too great a distance to excite present 


apprehension, how many delude themselves 
with the same fallacy of reasoning, with the 
same vanity of imagination, as they who pe- 
rished in the days of the Patriarch. As it was, 
says our Saviour, in the days'of Noah, (for we 
will repeat his own comment upon the history) 
g Shall it be also in the days of the Son of Man; 
they were eating and drinking, marrying and 
given in marriage; they were so entirely occu- 
pied with earthly concerns, as to shut out all 
thoughts of heavenly ones, and to be regardless 
of the things that belonged to their peace, till the 
flood came, and bore them all away to the bar 
of divine judgment, to give an account of their 


misspent time and talents. Is our conduct dif- 
ferent? And though death may realize to us in 
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a moment all the desolation of a flood, and all 
the horrors of a conflagration, we sit down to 
eat and to drink, and rise up to play, as if no 
zuch event were to happen; as if destruction did 


not await, and judgment would not overtake 
us. When the Redeemer of the world brought 
to us the covenant of mercy and love, He is 
said to be the light that Shineth in darkness, and 
the darkness comprehended it not; to have come 
unto his own, and his own received him not. He 
has been the despised preacher of righteousness, 
and will continue to be so, till judgment arrive, 
and when at his second advent, as he states with 
melancholy foreboding, He sha hardly find 
faith upon the earth. _ 

Of those who profess to hear the. + of 
Gop, how few treasure it up in their hearts, as 
the greatest blessing and the only consolation 
of human life. Some question its awful truths, 
zome doubt its awful sanctions; almost all have 
knowledge enough within themselves, and need 
not that any man Should teach them. Some are 
occupied with worldly cares, or absorbed in 
worldly pleasures, they sit their hour out, and 
think no more of it; others come to a Sermon, 
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as they would do to a concert, of whom the pro- 
phet Ezekiel complains. He was to the Jews as 
a ber lovely Song of one tolo had a pleasant voice, 
and could play well on an instrument ; they heard 
his words, but never did them. And ano small 
number there may be, whose pious sentiments 
being awakened, could find it in their hearts to 
say to the preacher, as Agrippa did to St. Paul, 
almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian. — 
With those, however, whose persuasion is rooted 
in faith, nothing doubting ; whose hope of safety 
is in the ark of their Redeemer, whose expectation 
is strengthened, and whose trust is confirmed, 
will the minister of the Gospel still rejoice and 
pray; and if in the progress of prayer, and 
praise, and exhortation, he may have brought 
to the afflicted soul a Comforter, to the humble 
one an encouraging Redeemer, or to the de- 
sponding one a Deliverer mighty to save, he might 
then at the close of his ministry cry out with 
the exulting Simeon, Lord now lettest thou thy 
Servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen 
thy Salvation. 5170 | one 
But the success is in our Master's hands, not 
ours; whether you hear, or whether you forbear, 
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thus we are to preach, and thus you say you 
believe; thus also ye stand self- condemned, if 
you act not accordingly. Every dispensation 
has been to shew the relationship of man to 
God and an eternal world; it has been clothed 
in mercy, and armed with terror; it has tried 
to win him to his duty, it has invariably punished 
the breach of it; it has promised. upon repent- 
ance and obedience, to secure his felicity and 
pardon; it has denounced aud accomplished the 
severity of judgment, to avenge the scorn of 
his miraculous mercies. | 

We proclaim to you, my brethren, on a Sa- 
viour's asseveration, that these are the terms, 
and that this will be the issue, of the Christian 
covenant. If we suffer it not to avail to our sal- 
vation, it will avail to dur condemnation; and 
God will be true, though every man be found a4 
liar, The threatenings of scripture are not 
empty words; the tabernacle of Shiloh, the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, the dispersion of Israel, 
will soon come in additional evidence, that un- 
less we glorify Gop that is in us, unless, whilst - 
grace and mercy abound, we hold fast our faith, 
the inheritance we had forfeited, and which 
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through Christ has been gained for us, we shall 
lose for ever. 

We have the same warrant of truth to assure 
us, as Noah had for the coming of the flood, 
that the sun shall be extinguished in eternal 
darkness, the heavens rolled together like a 
scroll, the earth vanish into smoke till the place 
thereof know it no more; and that the soul, in 
happiness or in misery, shall survive the general 
wreck. If Noah, therefore, were saved hy sted- 
fastly trusting in Him, who called him unto the 
ark, what is to become of us, if we listen not to 
the same voice, which has expressly declared, 
no man cometh unto the Father but by me, and 
which has shut upon the hypocrite and ungodly 
the door of his Father's kingdom, with this 
sentence of rejection Depart from me, I know 
ye not whence ye are. 

With death and judgment before us, and 
looking to Him who alone can shield us from 
their texrors, we will now close our digression 
in the very form of prayer, which our Church 
has adopted, in allusion to the text, beseech- 
ing the Almighty God to render this our warn- 
ing efficacious. | 
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« Almighty and everlasting Gop, who of thy 
great mercy didst save Noah and his family in 
the ark from perishing by water, we beseech 
thee. by thine infinite mercies, that thou wilt 
mercifully look upon us; that we, being deli- 
vered from thy wrath, may be preserved in the 
ark of Christ's church into which we have been 
admitted; and being stedfast in faith, | joyful 
through hope, and rooted in charity, may 80 
pass the waves of this troublesome world, and 
the last dreadful flood of fire, that we may come 
to the land of everlasting life, there to reign 
with Thee world without end, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.” | 
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lid ye came "eo and a ander the A 
" and the mountain burned with fire unto the 
" midst of heaven with darkness, clouds and thick 


"darkness.” And the Lozp spake unto you out 
be, ov n of the fire. N 


Abbr. deliverances, in vag 

ments and in mercy, have we hitherto 
seen the triumph of the church of Gop, and 
the destruction of its enemies. Through every 
generation has it proved true, that faithful is 
He that has promised; and through every gene- 
ration will it remain true, that the righteous- 
ness which is of Christ will make foolish the 
wisdom of this world, and afford us knowledge 


G 
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and consolation, when the vanity of human 
science shall appear, and the help of man be 


fruitless. During a- series of ages commencing 
with the original promise made to Adam, and 
marked by special acts of grace and favour, a 
worship and religion, founded upon the expec- 
tation of a Redeemer, and typical of the nature 
and glory of his kingdom, has been uniformly 
continued and protected. From the fall to the 
flood, from Noah to the call of Abraham, from 
him to his descendants,| and to the appointed 
close of their afflictions in Egypt, are periods to 
which no human record pretends to reach, but 
to which the scriptures of Gop, bear. ample a and 
accurate testimony. By. these, the design 24 
scheme of Providence is developed; the trials 
and rewards of expecting and patient faith, be- 
fore the law as given, are detailed; the pro- 
mulgation of that sacred institute, with the 
concomitant sanctions and miracles that con- 
ſirmed it, together with the prophecies, which 
testify its purpose, and the glory that should 
follow, are all revealed; and all coincide to form 
one great preparative to that most merciful and 
glorious event, wherein the seed of the woman 
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Vas to bruise the serpent's-head,' aadall the ho 


ie thirevreh to be blessed. 1 

MWe now proceed to the history of a n 
which, though expressly written (as we are told) 
for our example, and the only one upon earth 
in which we are peculiarly interested, is too 
often set aside for pages, which, however al- 
luring by their strains of poetry or eloquence, 
substitute only the virtues and policies of na- 
tions which knew not Gop, nor looked for his 
salvation';;—pages, which, for the righteousness 
of Gop, present us with the splendid vanities of 
man; for his plain testimony set before us, the 
philosophy of the disputant, and for his sanc- 
tification, the wisdom of this world; a wisdom, 
of the melancholy effects of which the present 
state of Christianity bears witness, and which, 
in nations who have cultivated that alone, the 
Almighty hand, bringing to nothing the under- 
standing of the mn os Win n. 
ness indeed. Pa Ai, na 

In this weak of 8 * called from 
being a republication or repetition of the former 
law) Moses, as a last testimony of affection for 
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trusted, recapitulates the marvellous instances 
of an interfering Providence; und the miracu- 
lous train of events which had accompanied 
their rescue from Egyptian bondage, and sup- 


ported and directed them for a series of years in 
a harren and pathless wilderness. He reminds 
them of their mutinous upbraidings and con- 
sequent punishments, of their repentance and 
forgivenesdes· He exhorts them to keep the 
tcommanadments, the statutes, and the judgments 
of the Lord their Gop, and to walk in his ways ; 
that He might be unto them a God, and keep unto 
tem the covenant und the mercy, which He lau 
stin unto their: fathers Abraham, Teunc, and 
Jacob. But if they failed in the observance of 
them, and to fear and worship that great and 
glorious name the Lord their Gop, that instead 
of being multiplied and blessed they should be 
left few in number, they should be scattered 
among all people, and should perish from off the 
good land, which the * was s to ys for 
an inheritance. 000 0 

The Jewish law-giver had now nearly com- 
pleated the purport of his office, and the end 
of his appointed days; he was arrived on the 
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banks of the river Jordan, which it had been 
ordained he should not pass; and of those we 
had departed with him from Egypt, the greatest 
part had been cut off for their rebellion from 
the land of promise, and had fallen in the wil 
derness. To their surviving posterity, therefore, 
the relation of these events would carry with-it 
all the interest of domestic narrative; and the 
rising generation, whose instruction he seems to 
have chiefly in view, from having thus made 
known to them the origin of their fathers' mis- 
fortunes, might be taught to acquaint them- 
selves early with their Creator, to remember 
that Gon was their rock, and the High Gop 
their Redeemer. That they might acknowledge 

the merited chastisement of those who had 80. 
signally paid the penalty of disobedience, Moses, 
in the words before us, carries them back to 
the promulgation of the law on mount Sinai; to 
the manifestation of God's will before the whole 
assembled host of Israel; to the covenant then 
ratified between them and their Creator; to the 
proclamation of mercy, which rested upon their 
covenanted obedience, I mill be to them à Gon, 
and they shall be io me d people) i 1 
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Nothing can be imagined more impressive 
than the reference he makes, and in the presence 
also of many surrounding witnesses, to one of 
the most awful and tremendous appearances 
that ever was exhibited to the eyes of men.— 
His circumstantial description, / quitting all figu- 
rative expression, shews them, arrayed in glori- 
ous majesty, the Gop of their fathers, who 
claimed their obedience—their Creator orig1- 
nally, their Governor and Preserver at present, 
and the Lord Gop Omnipotent for ever. Ti 

The time also, the circumstances, and the 
cause of the heavenly scene were such, that he 
might well say, Unto thee it was Shewed, that 
thou mightest know that the Lord he is Gop— 
| There is none else beside him. They had been 
just delivered from the yoke of a great and 
powerful nation; they had been advancing for 
several days in a wide and perilous wilderness, 
filled with apprehension for their safety, and 
doubting or mistrusting the hand that had hi- 
therto so signally preserved them. Ready to take 
every alarm, and encamped at the foot of a horrid 
and desolate mountain, which served to increase 
their sense of danger, they receive a message 
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from their Gop (the exertions of whose stupen- 
dous power they had so lately seen in the field 
of Zoan, and in the Red Sea) to prepare and 
sanctify themselves to appear before him on the 
third day, when He would come down on the 
mountain, to display before them the majesty of 
his presence, and to ere 
thority. Ti 2 2413 
On the . morning, with thunder and 
lightning for his messengers, and preceded by 

a noise like the blast of an exceeding great 

trumpet, the Lonp proclaims his approach. 

Soon He descends, as He had said, upon the 
mountain, which immediately in a smoak burns 

and blazes up to the midst of heaven, and trem- 

bled to the very foundation at his divine presence. 
Thus riding in the storm, and situated upon a 

throne, towards which the terrified Israelites da- 

red not turn their eyes, with a voice that shook 

the earth, He spake, in the hearing of all the 

congregation, the Ten Commandments. The 
people, dismayed at this tremendous appearance, 

and humbled before the voice of Gop speaking 
to them out of the midst of the fire, now suppli- 
cate the interposition of Moses; they earnestly 
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intreat, that Gop would be pleased to commu- 
_ nicate his will through him, and not speak any 
more himself, lest they should die, Gop (for 
an obvious reason to be mentioned hereafter) 
approves of their request, and appoints Moses 
a mediator between himself and them. He is 
called up to the top of the mountain, and there, 
the tables of the Ten Commandments are given 
to him, written with the finger of Gop. He is 
shewn the heavenly patterns of the earthly ta- 
bernacle, and of all its service; he receives, by 
the ministry of Angels attending on Gop at this 
great solemnity, the Dispensation of the Law, 
which he delivered to the people, first by word 
of mouth, and afterwards in writing; the origi- 
nal of which was with the tables of stone depo- 
sited in the ark, and faithful copies taken and 
transmitted for public and private use through 
all succeeding generations. be 
Such are the events to which our text . 

Events, that involve in their consequences the 
whole race of man, but which exemplify to a 
Christian people (to whom the Gopof Abraham, 
of Isaac, and of Jacob, hath spoken through 
an heavenly Redeemer) the danger of doubting 


| [9 ] 

his authority, or of rejecting his admonitions. 
Infidelity may deny the fact, but it cannot get 
rid of the evidence; it cannot falsify the his- 
torical records of a whole people; it cannot 
persuade them, that the memorials of their an- 
cestors, the code of their laws, the manual of 
their devotion, and the celebration of their or- 
dinances, had no foundation in truth. With as 
little prospect of success could it attribute the 
series of miracles, the accomplishment of pro- 
phecy, and all the pretensions of their favoured 
nation, to the common arts of human legislu- 


Jew ready to join in an opposition to Christi- 
anity, it never could excite a prejudice against 
their great and revered legislator; it never could 
convert their faith iuto a system of credulity, 
nor change the Mosaic ritual into an an 
of superstition. 

To these hard speeches, and to this contra- 
diction of sinners, we need not furnish the 
Jewish believer with an answer. But in the 
face of avowed hostility ta Him who is he game 
yesterday, to-day,'\and for ever, the Christian will 
reply, that He who gave the law, came to fulfil 


tion. And thong is might find:the unbelicving 
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and not to annul its injunctions; that the œο- 
nomy of grace lightened only the burthen of 
legal ceremonies; and that the gracious Au- 
thor of their redemption from Egyptian bond- 
age and Babylonish captivity was only mani- 
festing, in their deliverance, the power and 
design of Him who was finally to lead captivity 
captive, to triumph over sin and death, and in 
whom all the seed of Israel shall be justified 
and shall glory. The sanctions and doctrines 
of both dispensations, like those of every other 
preceding covenant, were confirmed by the 
word and in the presence of the Deity. And 
the revelation of his will from mount Sinai is 
only preparatory to a more tremendous display 
of his majesty, when not the mountain alone, 
but the whole earth, shall be on fire, and the uni- 
versal race of mankind be assembled before Him. 
In the redemption of fallen man, and in 
his justification through Christ, ends every 
covenant; and through Him will be accom- 
plished every promise made to the faithful. — 
Upon this foundation, the pillar of all true and 
spiritual religion, were the holy lives of the 
Patriarchs supported; and when they are said 
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to have worshipped Gop in a right faith, it is 
that faith which looked with eager longing after 
that gracious Redeemer, Who was to come the 
light of the world, and to join the chain of 
heavenly love, which the en of man 
had broken. 5 b | 
From Adam to Noah, flom Noahto Sh | 
from Abraham to Moses, and throughout all 
the successive ages of the Old Testament, we 
find a divine Ambassador, a spiritual Deliverer, 
an everlasting Redeemer, taking upon him the 
cause of his church, issuing his commands, aid- 
ing it by his protection, or comforting it by his 
assurances. And under the Jewish theocracy, 
temporal punishments and temporal deliver- 
ances were only a covenanted 1nterposition of 
Gop's providence on striking occasions, to 
shew that the Gop of Israel alone had power 
to save or to destroy; and that the one Gon, 
from whom both Jew and Gentile were fallen 
away, by departing from the faith and religion 
of their first fathers, was the only Gop, in whose 
hands the promised reward was as unfailing as 
his nature, and in whose hands the threatened 
chastisement was as sure as the denunciation. 
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The nature of their hope in the Messiah, and 

the opinion they entertained of him who was to 
come, till it was corrupted by worldly expecta- 
tions, may be learnt. from the exalted titles and 
attributes with which He is every where in- 

| vested. He is called—the Lord or Jzzoran; the 
mighty God, the Prince of Peace, the Saviour and 
Redeemer, the Angel of the Covenant, and the 
Strength of Israel; a Prophet, Priest, and King; 
the Portion of Jacob, the Light of his People, 
and the Rock of their Salvation. In short, under 
every claim of inherent divinity, under every 
title and- name assertive of power and defence, 
vas He known and acknowledged by the Jewish 
nation, whom they trusted should have redeemed 
Israel. They never disputed the dignity of the 
character, but the humility of the person who 
assumed it. When they ignorantly cructfied the 
Lord of Glory,. they crucified him for blasphe- 
mously arrogating a title, which could belong 
only to the exalted personage who was to. reign 
over them. They challenge him to an exertion 
of that divinity, which was to prove his right to 
the sovereignty; they connect deity with roy- 
alty,. they even interchange the terms, and in 
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their revilings in our Saviour's last moments, / 
say they, he be the Son of Gon, if he be the 
King of Israel, let him come down from the 
cross, and we till believe on him. Thus link- 
ing their promised ruler in community of power 
with the patron Gop of their fathers, and un- 
consciously raising at the foot of the cross the 
ladder of faith that was to reach from earth to 
heaven. I | DL 
This was ale avowed belief of the Jewiah na- 
tion; not the offspring of superstitious confes- 
sion, but publicly proclaimed with all the inso- 
lence of bitter invective. And if He who was 
born of a virgin, be the same who expired on 
the cross, to divest him of his divinity is more 
than a participation of Jewish guilt: ''They fixed 
their hopes on a divine Mediator, but rejected him 
who came, and still look for another. The ob- 
jector to the Christian creed acknowledges that 
Christ was he that #hould come, and yet witli: 
holds from him the claim of divine mediation; 
But the time will come, when the Law and the 
Gospel shall be proved to have preached one and 
the same doctrine; when the Jew shall loo um 
lim whom he had pierced, and the Christian rejoi@® 
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in Him who made atonement for transgressions. 
And if one Gospel, one Faith, one Saviour, be 
the unvaried tone of the scripture language —if 
the earthly be a figure of the heavenly Canaan 
a rejection from the one must be a rejection 
from the other; let the sinner and unbeliever 
read it thus standing upon heavenly record 
—As live, saith the Loxp, none of the men that 
| have seen my glory, and my miracles, and have 
not hearkened unto my voice, shall see the land 
"which I sware unto their fathers. 

But of these matters we shall find occasion 
to speak more at large in the progress of our 
enquiry. We will now return to that singular 
people, whose history was written for our ex- 
ample; and to those peculiar rites and obser- 
vances, which, except as significative emblems 
of the properties and actions of Him who was to 
fill the real tabernacle, could never have been 
the shadow of good things to come, could never 
have been our school-master to bring us unto 
Christ; would have only burthened the Mosaic 
ceconomy with a load of unmeaning forms, and 
filled the sanctuary of Gop with the ministration 
& useless oeremonies 
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The Mosaic history is not, like that of any 


other nation, a mere detail of political occur- 
rences, or a summary of civil regulations; it is 
rather a family narrative (if we may so express 
it) of the whole house of Gor, in which Moses 
vas formerly a servant, and over which Christ 
our Redeemer is the head. Descriptive, there - 
fore, of the glory and majesty of Him who go- 
verned, his language must be inspired and pro- 
phetic; and being but an image of good things 
to come, the whole œconomy of his household 
could be only figurative and typical. We may 
not be able to explain satisfactorily every part 
of the plan, and future consummation alone 
can interpret justly each separate prediction; 
definition may be too vague, or illustration too 
remote; what is exhibited as proof may fail in 
its connection, and ingenious research may end 
in barren speculation. But we know enough of 
the ceremonial law, to make it an emblem of 
Christianity; we have seen enough of accom- 
plished prediction, to prove our Saviour to be 
the end of the Law and the Prophets. 
Not to detain you with a citation of examples 
which are within the reach of every one's appli- 
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cation, we will simply refer you to the Apostle's 
address to the Hebrews; wherein he not only 
argues, from the prophetic writings, on the ex- 
peRation of a great and universal blessing, and 
the fulfilment of it in Jesus Christ, but even 
proves the ceremonial rites and the respective 
offices” of their church to be -constituent and 
immediate parts in the scheme of redemption, 
and as so many regular steps to lead us to the 
throne of mercy and forgiveness; thus repel- 
ng every arrogant claim of the Jewish nation, 
by grounding the Gospel on the Law, and ta- 
king away from their sacrifice and peace - offer- 
ing all merit of justification; till their purifying 
conditions were connected with the atonement 
of our great and eternal High · Priest. * 
Thus far then have we brought the scriptures 
to bear witness of that eternal Life, which was 
with the Father, and which was manifested to 
us; we have watched the dawning light, and 
followed its course, till the luminous track be- 
gins to announce the glory that will soon arise. 
We have from the shadows discovered the sub- 
Stance; we have traced the typical images to 
the person of Chtist, and incorporated every 
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word of truth with the Gospel of the everlasting 


Gop. Without reposing on apostolic assertion, 
we have endeavoured to establish on scriptural 
evidence, that Christ is the Alpha and Omega 
of his own revelations, and that they are a book 
sealed without him. They begin with his wisdom 
and power, and they end with his faithfulness 
and truth, All the intermediate pages are filled 
with the description of his person, divinity, and 
names, or with the recital of his providences in 
nature, and of his wonders in grace. From 
this root has sprung every dispensation, - and 
through this root, though now separated from it, : 
must the seed of Abraham be nourished, till 
they grow into faith, and are again united ta 
the parent tree. | \i 

But may it not be a matter of enquiry, ah 
an answer to it will go.to resolve many ques- 
tions of adyenturous | sophistry, why the Law 
was promulgated, and particularly in this man- 
ner? Why at all? Why in so public, why in 80 
terrible a way? It would impeach, indeed, no 
article of our faith, to reply to such enquiries 
vith a confession of our ignorance; because, 
| K | 


reach of human solution. The declarations, 


way of salvation, being not only proposed in 
distinct articles of faith, but interwoven in the 


o the world, to lead the thoughts to Him, who 


was it necessary for the performance of that 
promise to re-publish the Divine Law, and to 
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Egypt, there was a general apostacy from the 
knowledge and worship of the true Gop, and 


r 98 1 


where the testimony of God is sure, it becomes 
us to honour it with a dutiful belief, though the 
cause of his operations be placed beyond the 


however, of Gop concerning his Son, and the 


relation of circumstances, we may reason upon 
these circumstances, as upon so many scriptural 
proofs, diversified and extended through all ages 


2s the game yesterday, and to-day, and for ever. 

If it were necessary to call Abraham out from 
his country and kindred so many years before, 
to secure a holy and believing line, in which 
the promise should be accomplished, much more 


separate a peculiar people for the preservation 
of it, when the corruptions of traditional reli- 
gion had filled the world with idolatry, and 
every consequent abomination ; when among 
the most civilized nations, those of Canaan and 
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his name and honour were to be rescued froth 
the hands of their senseless deities. 
The re-publication, therefore, of the antitiſt 
Law, with the peculiar additions now made be 
it, and the severe punishments infficted upon 
idolatry, seems to have been the only mound 
that could in wisdom or thercy be 6pposed to 
the overflowing of transgressions. And with 


all their errors and corruptiotis, let the state of 


the Jews be compared with that of the greatest 
and the wisest nations in political estimation; 


let the degrading and abominable rites of the 


deities which they left behind thetn in Egypt, 
and which were afterwards transplanted to the 
altars of Greece and Rome, be opposed by tlie 


_ advocates for natural religion to the supersfition 


of the tabernacle, and the ceremonial worship 
of the temple of Jerusalem. | . 
The Law, also, as a partitioti-wall between 

the Jew and Gentile, now deposited in the ark 
in writing, transcribed from thence with the 
most accurate diligence for general use, and 
guarded with the most zealous caution, affords 
another convincing evidence of one Almighty 


purpose, and what was in fulness of tithe fo be 
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produced, as bearing testimony of Christianity, 
Vans to be free from every suspicion, to be dis- 
tinguished for the fidelity of its narrative, to 
confront the boldness of objection, to endure 
the severest scrutiny, to stand, as it ever has 
done, on the immoveable Rock of our salvation, 
and to bear aloft the features of its heavenly 
Legislator. 
Thus also the question is resolved, why it was 
promulgated in so public a manner. Ordained 
to give a rationally incontestible evidence of its 
divine original, it was to produce an attestation 
from Heaven too positive to admit a doubt, and 
too general to suffer contradiction. And to 
suppose such a prodigious number of people 
not to know what they saw and heard; or 


that Moses would repeat to them (as he does in 


the text) what he knew had not been seen and 
heard, and then deliver the lie to them in wri- 
ting, to obtain their future favour and confi- 
dence; to suppose, that any voice of man could 
be articulately heard by six hundred thousand 
persons at once, and what is more, shake the 
very earth itself; to suppose, that such a mighty 
commotion in the heavens above, and in the 
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earth beneath, together with the trumpet and 
voice heard out of the cloud and fire, could be 
the effect of human policy or eontrivance; r 
that the Almighty should suffer any imposition, 

where his name was concerned, to be practised by 
any supernatural means;—1s to oppose ereden· — 
tials properly divine, to believe impossibilities 
against the sure word, of revelation, to make 


the voice of Gop the herald of a falsehood, and 


the power of Gop set his seal to an imposture. 

The truth of the Law, therefore, and the ter- 
ror of its publication, go together. Its ohject 
was to excite in the people awful sentiments of 
the power and majesty of the Lawgiver, to de- 
clare the purity, truth, and justice of his nature, 


and the corruption of theirs ; to discover every 


man's heart to himself, and convince; him of 
that corruption; to display the guilt and con- 
sequent punishment of sin; to awaken- in the 
soul a fear of Go, and of judgment to come; 
and to guide them by these means torepentance, 
and faith in the great Redeemer. The fear of 
the Lord was to prove to them the fountain of 


le. Assense of guilt implies a dread of punish- 
ment, and thus fear is justly called the begin- 
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bing of religious wisdom, of which love is the 
| perfoction. In the state of innocence Adam 

ran to meet Gop; and the intercourse with his 
divine instructor was the most exalted delight 
A Paradise; but when innocence was gone, he 
86ught'the shelter of the deepest cover, and on 
being ealled forth out of it, returned for answer, 
with a dejection never known before, I heard 
thy votee, and I was afraid. If this be called a 
figure of speech, every serious heart can furnish 
| # real comment to it. The people of Sinai heard 
the sanie voice, and were. afraid; a sense of 
of guilt had magnified the sense of danger, and 
they beseech the leader whom they had mis- 
trusted and reviled, to interpose in their be- 
balf, and to sustain the part of a mediator be- 
tween Gop and them. Had we no other proofs 
to offer of the object and end of the law, the 
prophetie and affecting reply to this request, 
would be one of the most convincing: I have 
heard the voice of the words of this people, says 
the Almighty, wien they have spoken unto 
thee, they habe well said, alt that they have 
polen. O that there were Such an heart in them, 
Hat they would fear me, and keep all my com- 
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mandments always, that it might be well. with 
them and their children for ever. As if he had 
said, they have spoken well in desiring a medi- 
ator to transact with me what they are unable 
to do themselves; and how pleasing would it 
be to me, for the love I bear them, that they 


and their children after them would invariably 
paursue the one way to happiness, both present 
and everlasting; in so fearing my displeasure, 
in so feeling their own unworthiness, as on a 
principle of faith in the promised Redeemer, 
and in all He is to do, and to suffer for their 
reconciliation, to repent them truly of all their 
sins, and to walk in holiness and righteousness 
before me all the days of their lives. 
This was evidently the reason of Gop's ap- 
probation of the people's request, and it was 
with a view to this, that the Law (as the Apos- 
tle speaks of it) was ordained in the hand of a 
Mediator, to guide the eye of the true believer 
to a better covenant, and to bind upon his 
heart that penitent and lively faith, without 
which, purification and atonement were but idle 
ceremonies, the spirit of the law had no sub- 
stance, and the shadow of salvation no reality. 
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we are aware of the axunest that has been 
drawn against any spiritual reference of the 
Mosaic dispensation, from the temporal rewards 
and punishments that were peculiarly annexed 
to it; but how do these exclude the doctrine of 
everlasting sanctions? How was Gop, (as our 
Saviour expostulated with those who doubted 
or disbelieved the resurrection) who was a 
Go of the living, and not of the dead, the 
Go of Abraham, of Isaac, and Jacob? Visible 
judgments are only Gop's alarming signals, and 
when He pathetically reasons with his people, 
by the mouth of his prophet hy will ye die, 
O louse of Tsrael? it could not allude to tempo- 
ral death, for that was the common lot of mor- 
tality, the sentence had gone forth upon all 
flesh: —No; eternal life was the gift proposed, 
the everlasting Saviour was the giver. This is 
the life and soul, the vital energy of all religion; 
and from Adam to the present time, wherever 
this faith has failed, a total departure from Gop 
has been the consequence, or the warmth, the 
vigour, the nn 4 ay * PR - 


185 with it. 


K 10s 1 9 


Vou have now seen the Mosaic ritual suc- | 
ceeding in due order and course to the Antedi- 
luvian and Patriarchal dispensations; and we 
have exhibited a summary of proofs to awaken 
Christ's Church by his awful judgments, to con- 
vince us by his interfering providences, and to 
humble us by his patience under repeated pro- 
vocations; but we have only unloeked the stores 
of heavenly truth, it is you that must apply them 
to use. We have only placed before you the 
holy writings, it is you that must examine their 
contents. We have only unfolded to you, as 
far as we are able, the counsels of creation, of 
providence and grace, it is for you to number 
down the blessings of the children of Gop, 
through a series of protection and deliverances; 
and then to combine all his decrees and promises 
in that consoling reward of a Christian's faith— 
Mie know that all things work together for good, 
to them that love Gop; to them who are called 
according to his purpose, That purpose hath 
been revealed to us; the Prophet, whom Moses 
foretold, has been raised up from the midst of 
us, and to him are we summoned to hearken. 
He is commissioned to rescue us from a bond- 
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age far more-dreadful than that of Egypt, and 
tao conduct us through many dangers to a king- 
dom, but faintly shadowed forth by a land 
flowing. with milk and honey. Let us, then, 
beware of tempting Christ as they did, and of 
falling in the wilderness of this world through 
unbelief For if they escahed not, who refused 
him that spalte on earth, much more shall not 
mee escape, if we turn nn. Him that _ 
$ oh Aer Heaven, .- 
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PO confirm the message of mercy to fallen 
man, and with every predicted mark of the 
heavenly visitant, to give fulfihment to prophecy, 
at the appointed period of time came the pro- 
mised Redeemer. If our evidence, therefore, 
have been clear and consistent, we are surely ad- 
dressing those, who, submitting to be taught by 
revelation, and filled with veneration and gra- 
titude for the great and noble purpose to be 
effected by Him, are now assembled to comme- 
morate and to welcome the advent of their in- 
fant Saviour. We are surely addressing those, 


* 
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to whom the eye of faith has disclosed the mys- 
teries of his birth, the dignity of his character, 
and the blessedness of his commission. 
Through every dispensation the original pro- 
mise of redemption has been moving onwards 
to its final accomplishment. No state of hu- 
man affairs, no contrariety of human opinions, 
has impeded the progress or changed the plan 
of the divine councils. The consolatory hope 
which Adam was taught to encourage, and 
which was afterwards renewed in the deliver- 
ance of Noah, the grant made to Abraham, 
the successor foretold by Moses, the prefigura- 
tions of the Temple, the spirit of prophecy, and 
the expectation of ages, are all carried for- 
ward without a single defect of testimony to 
center in Him, who was incarnate for our sal- 
vation, to manifest the glory and goodness of 
Ann RP the same vestenday. and ogy ny 
„Vader 80 many e and . | 
nd with such attesting pledges, has the Al- 
mighty guarded this covenanted truth, that 
unless it be admitted, sacred history has no 
reality, and prophecy no interpretation. Nor 


* 
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is the expression of the Evangelist intelligible, 
without a reference to one progressive and uni- 
form design of Gop's dispensations; without a 
reference to the intended blessing to his faith- 
ful people, to be communicated through Him, 
whose goings forth have been from everlasting, 
who had been their Creator and Deliverer, who 
was to be their Saviour and their Judge. 

He came unto his own, says the Apostle, and 
his own received him not, Had the Law and the 
Gospel stood upon separate foundations, the ap- 
plication could have gone no farther than that 
a Prophet had arisen among them, in lineal de- 
scent from their revered progenitor, and who 
was come to proclaim the glad tidings of salva- 
tion. With a rigid attachment to their owu 
ritual form, they might have received Him as a 
Prophet sent to instru& them, (and indeed many 
did acknowledge Him in this capacity) without 
allowing that He brought any farther creden- 
tials than those miraculous exertions of power, 
of which the Almighty had also made their own 
great-lawgiver his instrument. 

When, therefore, the supposed Son of Joceph 
and Mary professed to. abolish their divinely 
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ordained ceremonies; when the very object of 
his mission was to expose the insufficieney of 
the Law, and to take from it every justifying 
plea; when the children of Abraham, the 
adopted of Gop, were called upon to renounce 
their exclusive privileges, and to partake with 
the rest of mankind in universal redemption ; 
the refusal of the Jews to receive one, who, be- 
ing born among them, arrogated such preten- 
ions, could not have incurred such à pathetic 
and upbraiding remonstrance, unless it had 
been founded on the most significant and de- 
terminate indication of their Messiah's glory. 
The force and the conviction of the Apostle's 
argument rests on their rejection of the revealed 
will of Gop; it arraigns at once their obstinate 
prejudices, their misconceptions of the Law, 
their perversion 'of the Prophecies, and the ig- 
norance of their spiritual state. 

In rejecting Him who was to be born Sits 
seed of the woman, and to bruise the serpent's 
| head; who was to lead Abraham, and those 
ho died in faith, to an heavenly Canaan; who 
was to be raised up among their brethren, a 
Prophet like unto Moses; and whom they were 
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to hear in all things they rejected the oracles 
of God, of which they boasted to be the guar- 
dians; they shut their eyes against express de- 
_ claration, they hardened their hearts against an 
accumulation of evidence, and they renounced 
the same authority which they pleaded in de- 

fence of their own rights and their own . 
rior distinctions. 

Granting also the W as api aas, 
to be incomprehensible, were not the miracu- 
lous interpositions of Providence on sundry oc- 
ensions in their favour equally so? Did they 
disbelieve the burning bush, the plagues of 
Egypt, the passage of the Red Sea, the waters 
that flowed from a dry Rock, or the manna in 
the wilderness, because they could not account 
for them from natural causes? On the contrary, 
did they not glory in, and produce them as 80 
many visible proofs of Gop's holy covenant 
vith them? From the same scriptures, and from 
their own prophetic records, they were told of 
the office, the birth, and the divinity of their 
Messiah to come; and the proclamation, by re- 
Jjoicing Angels, of the advent of Him, who was 
made flesh, and to dwell among them, with all 


KK ]ĩ⅛Q̃ 3 ̃ͤ—U—!.¼:!¼˙ôõwJ K ¼:§T᷑— e T —oͤM,, 
* T 
I". 
3. 2 a 
** 


1 2 1 


5 10 triumphant consequences, was only the 
annunciation 1 eee de ee 
your Gon. + 2 


In the A 1d of Christ, che 
when they refused to see the tabernacle of his 
divinity, they renounced their everlasting King 
and Priest, who, anointed with the Holy Ghost 
and with power, was by his eternal offering to 
make an eternal reconciliation for the sins of 


the people. When they disowned the hea- 
venly Messenger of peace and pardon, they 
disowned the Messenger of the covenant, and 


the Lord who was to come to his holy temple. — 
When they boasted to have Abraham to their 
father, and insultingly scoffed at the Son of 
Joseph and Mary, they denied the Gop who 


had chosen them of the seed of Abraham, the 


Lord who had promised, by the mouth of his 
servant Moses, to visit them in the latter days, 


and who was now come to claim them as his 


own, and to secure to them the inheritance of 
the Patriarchs' blessings. _ | 
Upon this ground, and upon no other, can 
we justly place (if for argument-sake we dare 
use such an expression) the rejection and ruin 
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of Israel: . | 


councils of Gop, and of reconciling the deci- 
sions of them by its own assumed rule of right, 
assign any other cause, independent of Christ's 
divinity, which may reasonably account for the 
unexampled punishment of the Jewish nation. 
They did not object to Him as the son of 
Joseph and Mary; they did perceive Him to be 
a prophet mighty in word and deed; their rea- 
son could not disavow the evidence of their 
senses, but it refused to go farther, and through 
want of faith, they ignorantly cruciſied the 
Lord of Glory. Was this ignorance, though 
plaeded by a compassionate Saviour in behalf 
of his murderers, admitted in extenuation of 
their guilt or punishment? No. They had je- 
nounced their part and portion in his salvation; 
they had called down his blood upon themselves 
and their children; and during the space of 
eighteen hundred years, (and till they look on 
Him whom they pierced, will it continue to be 
so) has their imprecation been W e 
upon them and their posterity. 0 
We shall not, I trust, he now called upon to 
prove the necessity of belief in the doctrine of 
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the . The evidence upon which the 


Je us tried and sentenced, is the same in 


substance as that submitted to the Christian, 
and the preaching of the Gospel only confirmed 
the sufficiency and promises of prior revelation. 
The advent of our blessed Lord was the great 
demonstration of ' prophetic truth; and the fu- 
ture expectations which grow out of it as arti- 
cies of faith, are only strengthened by the au- 
thority, the title, and office of the beloved Son 
of Gop. Take away the divinity of Christ, 
the Jew has yet his Messiah to come, and the 
Christian no redeeming Saviour; the Lord of 
Glory was not crucified, and the death upon 
the eross offers no atonement. But every reve- 
lation of Gop's will to man has invariably 
looked to this merciful and ultimate object; 
every dispensation under which he has lived, 
till all was perfected in a Redeemer, was built 
on the same foundation, and were so many dif- 
ferent supports to the wall of partition which 
vas finally to be removed, when all nations were 
to be n to mut "0p the ends - earth 
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Once more let it be observed, that s matiifes- 
tation of the Divine will, which must presup- 
pose a sufficiency of evidence, and a expacity 
to comprehend it, pledges both the veracity 
and omnipotence of Gos to the full completion 
of his word. In our whole prospect of the hu- 
man race, from the ereation to the present day, 
have we ever seen it fail of performing the 
thing it had uttered? Its authority, its sanctions, 
and its promises may have been derided, or 
disbelieved, but they have been dreadfully vin- 
dicated, * the visitations of his providence 
have ever tended to confirm that Almighty Self- 
appeal—Have I caid, and Shall not do it— 
Have I spoken, and Shall nr not bring it to pass. 
Our hope, therefore, munt ever be proportioned 
to the measure of our faith; our religion can 
only begin, but never end, in the school of Rea- 
50n.—She holds not the invisible chain that 
connects matter and spirit; she can put on no 
heavenly wings, nor carry the transported soul 
beydnd the boundaries of its earthly prison; 
, nay; sometimes, (though given us as an advo- 
cate for religion) has she erected herself into a 
judge, and only competent to examine the evi- 
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dence, has dared to discredit the integrity of 
the witness. Thus by misapplying her strength 
has Reason proved her weakness, and supplied 
human testimony to the divine assertion that 
Faith will never stand in tlie wisdom of * but 
in the power of Gon. | 
Jo proceed with any farther baton or to 
enter into the provinces of reason and faith, 
in order to define the limits of their separate 
dominions, would be to question the ability, or 
to repeat the arguments of some of the ablest 
defenders of the Christian doctrines. In the 
language of one of them be it then sufficient 

to observe, that ** to make us better men, upon 
= hope grounded on his mercies, is the most 
„ beneficial purpose, for which we can conceive 
„it possible for Gop to reveal himself, and 
** to this purpose we find a revelation made, 
* wherein that providence which extends to us, 
<«« is declared; and if the strongest external tes- 
e timony bear witness that Gop has revealed 
himself, and that reason be incapable of Pro- 
<** ducing any evidence to the contrary, the 
„ credibility of Gop is a ground whereon to 
build our faith, in whatsoever He shall relate 
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« of his own incomprehensible majesty. More- 
« qyer, as finite intelle& can have no standard 
hereby to measure the conduct of an infinite 
© Being, and no right or means of judging of 
the consistency of any act declared to be his, 
« to dispute is to rebell. There lies no appeal 
from Gop's credibility, from his truth to his 
{© ;inscrutable nature. We must acquiesce in 
that which He has said. It must be=It'is 
true.“ 

With such dispositions, and with sueh Ji: 
| sitions only, shall we be taught in the stable of 


| Bethlehem. By carrying back this part of the 


divine ceconomy to the original promise in the 
garden of Eden, will the Christian church, now 
the daughter of Sion; only know how to rejbice 
in Gop her Saviour; will she only learn to 
glorify Gop for his mercy, to appreciate the 
value, and to hail the consummation of those 
heavenly tidings— Arise, shine for thy light is 

coming, and the glory of the Lord is rising upon 
_ thee. It is the eye of faith that must discover 
beneath the swaddling clothes the robe of im- 
mortality; it is the eye of faith that must dis- 
dern to what a height Gop intends to build up 
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the happiness of man by taking our nature 
upon him, and making a human body the me- 
dium and pattern of that glory to which he 
designs to raise us. It is, in short, faith, nothing 
doubting,; that will welcome the return of this 
holy season, and teach the belionar: to consider 
the nativity-of his Redeemer as the notice of a 
christian's being born again, of his death unto 
sin, and a new: birth unto righteousness. 

If in humility we believe all this; if we have 
embraced, the Gospel, which when tendered to 
the Jews,. they rejected; if we are ready and 
Prepared to worship Him who was born of a a 
virgin, and whose;birth-they. ridiculed and de- 
spisedꝗ and if the vail still remain upon their 
hearts which faith has removed from ours; then 
shall we hail this natal morning, as the morn- 
ing in which a christian sets forth on His jour- 
ney to the kingdom of his Heavenly Father. 
If Christ came untu his:own;, and his on re- 
receive him, to them he gave power to become the 
Sons of Gon, even to them that believe on his name. 
| Here we have at once the terms of reconci- 
liation, and the seal of pardon. We have the 
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aasee and effectual Mediator, the true 
and only intercessor between Gun and man, the 
Lamb slain from the foundation of the world 
proclaiming and producing in person his own 
promised blessings. In visions and in dreams, 
by types and sacrifices, through various mi- 
nisters and officers deputed by him, in many 
ways and divers manners, hath» Gop decla- 
ted his will to the fathers, but in these latter 
days hath he spoken to us by this Son. Other 
prophets had their times assigned them to rise, 
shine and set again in death ; but they all de- 
rived their light from the Sun m eee 
splendoat;/ i is now arisen to set no more—death x 
blatt dun more domginids mien . bannt h. 
Upon the incarnation, therefore, of our 
blezzed! Lord, as upon the foundation-stone of 
all her doctrines, the Christian church will de- 
light to rest. As often as she hears the tidings 
of great joy repeated to a sinful world, she will 
find cause of special exultation in being thought 
worthy to inherit the blessing, to partake of the 
mercies, and to behold the salvation of Gov. 
Brought out of darkness into a marvellous light, 
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restored from death unto a new life, and raised 
from dust to share an angel's glory, she will 
be lled with all joy and peace in helieving ; she 
will hold fast the confidence and rejoicing of = 
hope; and adore that grace which cast her lot in 
a place where the joyful tidings are for ever 
| gounding in her ears, Behold the desire of all 
nations, | the expectation of Tsrael, He for whom 
"the ee eee ee thy 
| Ve Saviour cometh. > 
Wherever she turns her eyes, e her 
heart be turned to the God of her salvation; 
and whether she looks back to the prevalence 
ol that intereession, which in the first instance 
of disobedience changed judgment into mercy, 
and found a ransom for the guilty; or follows 
the operations of redeeming love through 
succeeding ages to the blessedness of the pre- 
sent day, when the visions of expected bliss 
have faded before the actual presence of the 
King of Glory—in all she will find incitement to 
wonder, gratitude, and love. Through every b 
part of the divine 'ceconomy, in the person of 
Christ she finds her Advocate, her Priest, and 
King; from his sanctifying sufferings she de- 
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rives her own sanctification ; and while reaping 
the fruits of the covenant, whose seed was 
sowed from eternity, she gives him the name 
by which he is exalted in heaven, and glorifies 
the only begotten Son, who, as at this holy sen- 
son, came weer un eee egen 
With the — of 8 thus nds per- 
fect, on a day wherein the union of so many 
blessings is commemorated, wherein the spirit 
of life which is in Christ, hath made us free 
from the law of sin and death, we must necessa- 
rily have joy in believing; and while we attach 
our hopes of heaven to the person of Christ, 
we shall boldly come unto the throne of grace; 
to which our access is opened by such trans- 
cendant love. That we may not, therefore, 
reject the proffered merey, that we may not 
slight the richest gift that was ever yet offered 
to the world, we must this day unite it to the 
giver; we must think on Him who came to 
reconcile, and on the mode of reconciliation; 
we must dwell on the qualifications of our 
Intercessor, on the nature of his plea, and on 
the cause he has to plead; we must, in short, 
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would follow him into his kingdom of glory. 


From that now infant tongue we shall soon 


hear words such as man never before uttered ; 
we shall hear claims of inherent” divinity as- 


9 1s serted, that no inspiration could communicate, 


nor even omnipotence confer; soon shall we see 
that iufant form assuming the powers and in- 
vested with the attributes of the Godhead, be- 
stowing pardon on the sinner, nen 
n from their Seam e Ane e 
Either, then, we must deny the 5 
of the narrative, or no explanation can deprive 


our Saviour of that high prerogative to which 
| he appeals; 


and when le vouchsafed to be 
partaker of flesh and blood, it was, that being 
made like unto his brethiren, He might be a faith- 


ful and mere ul high priest; it was, that the 


Son of Man; it was, that by exhibiting 1 has 
own person a proof of faith and patience under 


the severest trials and afflictions, He might lend 


to his divine precepts the excitement of human 
example; it was. that in lifting up our minds 
towards his holy habitation, He might shield 


On 
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power has been from everlasting. 
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them from the terror of doubt, and give to our 
imagination as it were a resting place in its 
boundless flight; it was, that through the Son 
of Gop exalted above all worlds, our finite con- 
ceptions might, as far as possible, be familiarised 
with that invisible and Almighty em whose 


From that prior state of glory, from that aw- 
ful sublimity in which we have contemplated 
the Lord of Hosts, and the avenging Gop of 


Jacob, if we now turn and behold him accom- 


modating the plan of man's redemption to the 
frame of human nature, and pursuing the pur- 
pose of his eternal happiness through the painful 


participation of our infirmities; under this and 


every other prophetie evidence, we ſind our in- 
fant Saviour, whose birth in Bethlehem-Ephra- 
tah had been predicted; identified with Him, that 
Mighty One, which was, and is, and is to come: 


with Him, who; in the awful disclosure of future 


scenes, is represented to the Apostle as sitting 
upon his eternal throne, and as the lion of the 
tribe of Judah; the root of David, alone able 
to break the seals, and to open the book of 
prophecy. e 
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Under the guidance, therefore, of the most 


A sober reason, if we must be impressed with a 
cConviction of his divinity, if we are forced to 


the undeniable confession of St. Peter, thou art 
te Christ, the Son of the living Gop—then 
remember, that in that belief we associate his 
incarnation, his life, his death, his resurrection, 
his ascension, and atonement. His humility as 
man will evince Him willing, His omnipotence 


as Gop will evince Him mighty to save. 


Closing and combining the parts of one stu- 
pendous whole, the system of Christianity in- 


cludles all these, and the separate articles of a 


Christian's creed are so many different memo- 


rials of the wonders of his redemption. Like 


the Patriarchal and Jewish blessings, however, 
much of our happiness remains in expectation. 
Me are not as yet come lo tlie rest, and to the in- 
eritance which the Lord our Gop giveth us. 
We have only found the way in which Abra- 
ham was Justified, and in which all true be- 
lievers, the children of Abraham, must in like | 
manner be justified. We have only seen the 
root of peace and joy to the whole earth spring 
up into a tree of life, and again we may eat 
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of its fruits unto holiness. Restored to this 
spiritual food, the believer is again called the 
child of Gop, the heir of immortal glory, the 
partaker of an inheritance with the $aints in 
light. Informed by Christ of his heavenly 
journey, he may, like the eunuch, go on his way 
rejoicing. As the children of Israel, therefore, 
when they had seen the signs which Moses 
wrought, believed that the Lord had visited his 
people, let us bow down our heads, and worship 
| Him who is indeed come to visit and redeem 
his chosen, who is come to perform the mercy ' 
promised to our fathers, and to remember his 
holy coveuant. With a free, a full, and ever- 
lasting mercy, hath He appeared, who was to 
give bread to the hungry soul; to the thirsty, 
the waters of life; who was to be feet to the 
lame, eyes to the blind, a ransom for _ captives, 
and a garment of righteousness for the naked. 
And if He, the game yesterday, and to-day, and 
for ever, have hitherto fulfilled every promise, 
remember that our present song of praise is but 
a faint imitation of those shouts of exultation, 
when led forth by Angels, to hail the second 
advent of his Lord and Saviour, the Christian 


az 
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9 Shall behold every tittle of his word accom- 


plished, and shall join in the triumphant cry— 
4 , Now is come salvation, and strength, and the 
kingdom of our Gop, and the power of his Christ, 
for the Lord Gop Omnipolent War the Lord 
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hath redeemed his people. 
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But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the 
city of the living Gop, the heavenly Jerusalem, 5 
and to an innumerable company of angels. To 
_ the general assembly and church of the first- 
born, which are written in heaven, and to Gon 
the Judge of all, and to the spirits Just men 3 
made perfect, and to Jesus the mediator of _. 
the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, * 
© that rpeaketh better things than that of Abel 
* 
Teraz up the stream of revelation thro? 0 
the wilderness of this world, where, for 
the preservation and comfort of the human 
race, it was still permitted to flow, to the garden 
of Paradise, where it nourished the tree of life, 
we are now arrived at its heavenly source; from 
hence we can distinctly trace its diverging cur- 


* 


f 
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rents, as Lats branched forth into all nations, 
sometimes indeed obstrufted in their course, 


and almost every where polluted in their chan- 


nels; whilst standing by the pure fountain of 


| inexhaustible love, we can exclaim in joy and 


triumph Ho every one that thirsteth, come ye 
to the waters. We can proclaim to the faithful 
in our Saviour's own words, He that believeth 
on me shall never thirst. We can issue from 


' thence his. merciful. and universal invitation, 


Whosoever will, let him come and take of the wa- 


"ters of life freely. 
_ Where a consciousness of sin must have ut- 


| terly rescinded all rational hope of acceptance 


with the Gop of perfect holiness, and only 


trembled at the im possibility of pardon from his 


unsatisfied justice, the consolations of his own 


word, and the promulgation of a Law, which 


renewed the possibility of a justifying obedi- 


_ ence, restored that hope, and | suggested, that 


however abhorrent from the divine purity 
the corrupted nature of man might have be- 
come, yet still the means of reconciliation and 


acceptance would be found, and the satisfying 


atonement supplied by the Gop of mercy 
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himself. With a conformable accomplishment, 
therefore, of all that had been testified before - 
hand by the Holy Spirit, and comprising within 
its sanctifying influence the object of all former 
dispensations, ve find in Christianity the priest 
and sarrifice, the offering and the reconciliation. 
In the death of Christ we have seen the zuffer- 
ings that have satisfied for sin; in the gospel, 
by which he has brought life and immortality 
to the perfect light, we n the W that 
should follow. 

Though writings of — Aüguity 
afford collateral evidence to this doctrine, though 
the mythological systems of Heathen nations 
retain such indelible marks of this origin, as 
necessarily lead to the establishment of that 
faith from which they departed, yet it being 
my sole purpose to exhibit Christ and his re- 
demption as the great subject of the sacred 
scriptures, I intentionally forbear the citation 

of these proofs. I would establish the sufficient 
testimony of the sacred writings, and then com- 
mit them to your hands as a treasure of divine 
knowledge, wherein you are to seareh for the 

* | 
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peart of great price, and wherein every OE has 


its specific use and value. 


Me are here, as the grand Waste of the 
articles of our faith, instructed in the cause of 


sin, of its entrance into the world, and of death 


by sin, as the just judgment of Gop to the 
condemnation of all men, who by the offence 


of one were made sinners. We are here in- 
structed, that consolatory hopes of restoration 


were in the instant imparted by the Gop of 


- mercy to the abashed original of all our woe. 


The scheme of redemption grows gradually 
clearer, and is for ever, whether by promise, by 
type, or by prophecy, kept open to our view; | 


till at length, being made free from sin, by 


the righteousness of One who has tasted death 


for every man, we are instructed, that the free 


giſt has come upon all men unto justification 
of life; and that as the wages sin is death, 
$0, the gift of Gov: is eternal life, through Jesus 
Christ, to all, who, in every period and under 


every dispensation, with respect to the great 
recompence the reward, believed to the saving 
of the soul. An humble Christian spirit of re- 
| search is alone wanting, to behold the day spring 


t 1 1 
From on high which hath visited us; to find out 
Him in the scriptures of Gop, who revealed the 
truth, who'then came to seal it with his blood, 
and left his church to be its perpetual and faith · 
ful guardian. With what clouds, therefore, must 
we envelope our hearts and understandings, if 
that light of revelation, which has successively 
shone through every dispensation, should in 
these latter times shed its splendour in vain.— 
But unless we suffer the true light that was to 
light every man that cometh into the world, to 
conduct us to realms of unspeakable glory, every 
other will prove a meteor that will delude us. 
The brightness of natural religion will at last 
prove an ineffectual fire, the lamp of reason 
grow dim, every path of hope will be obscured, 
till our feet tumble upon the dark mountains, 
and we have no guide to direct our goings. / | 
But as a faith in futurity was required, and 
found in the predecessors of the gospel dispen- 
sation, so also, not only in the price that has 
purchased our redemption, but in the future 
possession of that purchase itself, is our faith 
required. The promise to them was the means 
of mercy; the promise to us is the efficacy of 
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those means. The first advent of our bleed 
. Redeemer has only fulfilled the promises in part, 
and left the Christian, like the Patriarchal and 
Jewish believer, to future hopes and future con- 
summation. That He, who was wrapt in -d - 
dling elothes in a manger, nowsits upon an eternal 
throne, above all principality, and power, and 
might, and dominion; that He, who visited us 
in great humility, is now crowned with glory and 
konowr; that He, who was condemned to death 
before an earthly tribunal, will again come to 
sit in judgment upon the whole human race, 
and to reward every man according to his works ; 

that He, whose body and blood were the sacri- 
fice, now pleads its sufficiency, as the great 
High Priest, and Intercessor for our sins; are 
truths as clearly revealed in scripture as that 
He was to have been born of a Virgin, or that 
He was to have been wounded for our transgres- 
ions, and cut off, not for himself, but that, by 
the means of his death, He might bring us to 
Gov. But as these, although not distinctly con- 
ceived by those to whom they were made known 
from afar by promise and by prophecy, were 
. yet expected by them in humility and faith; 


B 


so now the life to come, a resurrection, and a 
future judgment, though the mighty price. be 
already paid, rest all on promise also, and are; 
articles of faith to us, which as far surpass * 
powers of explanation. 

In our conception, however, of. that Manes 
ness which awaits an obedience to the faith, 
we are not left unassisted by the Holy Apostle, 
who describes those scenes of future bliss with a 
rapture that seems to indicate more than a pro- 
phetic view. Contemplatlng, therefore, the 
progressive appeal which religion has made by 
miracles to the senses of man; | inferring, in 
faith, from what has happened, what will as 
zurely cone to pass; assuring ourselves from pro- 
phecies accomplished, and promises performed, 
that He is faithful who promised, and that his 
word Shall never pass away ; let us commit our 
imaginations tothe Apostle's guidance, and with 
him humbly approach that throne of glory on 
which our Redeemer sitteth, fulfilling every pro- 
mise made to his church, and proving himself 
to be the strength of his people; and their portion 
for ever. Let us anticipate our final change 
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anll transition through his blood, from dark- 
ness to light, from death to life, from sin to 
| holiness, and to an union with Him who is the 
Same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever. 

Fe are come, then, says the Apostle, unto 
mount Sion, and unto the city of the living Go, 
the heavenly Jerusalem. As our arrival at 
mount Sion is put into contrast with the trem- 
bling approach of Moses and the Israelites to 
the mount from which the law was given, we 

must naturally infer, that instead of encounter. 
ing the terrors of darkness and tempest, or of 
a voice dismaying the spirit of all who heard it, 
the hill of Sion is d. fuir place, and the joy of the 
whole earth, and that Gon is known in her palaces 
for a refuge: that as from Sinai a law was 
promulged, by which no man is justiſied in the 
Sight of Gop, so now from Sion in the last days, 
comes forth a law proclaiming forgiveness to 
all that believe, and justification by faith in 
Jesus Christ from all things from which we could 
not be justified by the law of Moses. For the 
law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of 
a better hope did; 'a hope that is the refuge and 
anchor of the soul, by which we draw nigh to 
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Gov. But, together with all nations that flow 
to the mountain of the Lord's house to learn ; 
his ways and to walk in his paths, we are now 
come to the King who is set upon his holy hill 
of Sion; and what is the blessed result of bur 
confident approach to Him in. full assurance of 

faith? Merey to our unrighteousness, to our sins 
and iniquity oblivion; For Z, even I ami he, sait h 
the Lord that blotteth out thy transgressions for | 
mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins. 
They were to come also unto the city» of the 
living Gop, the heavenly Jerusalem here con- 
trasted with the earthly Jerusalem, for the sake 
of carrying on the comparison between the le- 

gal bondage and the liberty of the gospeh the 
covenants of the law and of the promise. Of 
that great and glorious city, herein the Lord 

God Almighty and the Lamb are to be the teniple 
of it ; of the work of Gop by his Holy Spirit, | 
in which it pleaseth; ini to duell; of the domi- 
nion and kingdom of his Saviour upon earth, 
when he shall set his throne: upon the holy hilf 
Sion; the christian may surely, under the safe 

Warrant of prophecy, be allowed to apply the 

several images to the state of the church tri- 
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umphant, when Gan gal be in the midst of her, 
and se hall not be moved; when Gop Shall 
help her, when the morning appeareth. But 
whether these blessed intimations are to be lite- 
rally accomplished, or whether they are all to 
be absorbed in the possession of heavenly glory, 
though very excellent things are spoken of thee, 
O thou city. of Gan, we may rest satisfied of one 
felicity to be there enjoyed by the faithful fol- 
lowers of our Redeemer—for Gon shalt wipe 
dun dl teure from their eyes, and there shall 
be no more death, neither sorrow nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain. 
But on their arrival there they were to be 
welcomed by an innumoruble company of angels, 
to be. enrolled with them as fellow-servants and 
fellow-citizens- under one head; nor can we 
refie on the various offices which have been 
assigned to them in behalf of mankind, without 
ceeding joy. | The Angel of the Lord encampeth 
round them that fear Gon, and him they have 
in charge who maketh Gop his refuge; they 
minister to such as are heirs of Salvation. By 
angels the patriarchs were accompanied and 
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conducted; by the disposition of angels the 
law was received; by angels the birth of our 
of Heaven the tidings of great joy were announ- 
ced, and hailed as resulting in Glory to Gop in 
the highest, and good -· will towards men; by an- 
gels his resurrection was attended; and by an- 
gels, who witnessed his ascension, his return in 
like manner is foretold. When, therefore, we 
behold Him come in his glory, and all his holy 
angels with him; when we hear them sent 20 
gather together his elect from the four winds, and 
find ourselves among the accepted number; 
from their predicted strains of gratitude to Him 
who has redeemed mankind to Goy by his blood, 
we may well infer our happy reception by these 
gracious witnesses of our final judgment; and 
from the strains of our own gratitude, though 
we cannot specify, we may caleulate upon that 
boundless felicity with which we shall be excited 
with them, to ascribe blessing and honour, and 
glory, and power, to Him that citteth upon the 
throne, and to the Eamb, for ever and "ever. © 

We shall next find, as we approach mount Son, 
that * hill rendered accessible, and surrounded 
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by ageneral assembly and church of the first-born, 
which are written in heaven. When Gop pro- 
posed to deliver his people from the bondage of 

Egypt, he called Israel his son, his first- born. 
This adoption seems, therefore, to be referred to 
here; and as Israel was holiness to the Lord, the 
Jirst:fruits of his increase, so all whom He beget- 
teth by the word of truth, are a kind of first- 
fruits of his creatures, first-fruits to Gop and 
the Lamb, redeemed from among men, and in 
their mouth was found no guile, for they are 


without fault before dhe tiirone f God. When 


ve see the Almighty blot out the name of the 
disobedient Israelite from the book that he has 
written, and observe the contrasted statement 
of the covenant which succeeded to the accom- 
plished law, it will follow, that the name of 
every man of every nation who is faultless 
before Gop, is written up in the records of 
Him, in whom (as the first · born of every crea- 
ture) the adoption of every creature js com- 
prised; and consequently, the retrospective 
adoption of all, who had obtained d good report 
through faith, may well be looked for in the 
book of life of the Lamb slain from the founda- 
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tion | of the world. 18. Here, then, we may hope . 
meet our first repentant parents; the father of an 
emerging world - the father of the people 0 f 
Gop; the lawgiver of that people; together with 
all who believed in the promises, and in that law 
which vanished only in its Own completion. 181 
2 But we are not only associated with these 
now brought into the presence of Gop the Judge 
of all; not the judge of one people only, but of 
all the earth; before whom sha be gathered all 
nations, and because of whom all kindreds of the 
earth shall wail; but before. whom his faithful 
people shall stand accepted, and who, no longer 
under the accusation of Moses, judging by the 
law all who have sinned in the law, but judging 
the world in righteousness by that Man whom 
he hath. ordained, and who was on the third 
day perfected. by sufferings, unites us also to . 
the spirits of just (or rather justified) men 
made perfect; by whom the promises were not 
received, to the end that ou without us . 
not be made perfect. 5 00 : 
Such is the ee. of the papaya en 
thus makes our constancy in the faith of the 


. 
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gospet the source of that perfection, which, 


having been deferred to the gathering together 
of all things, will then accrue to its stedfast 
followers; not as individuals, but as fellow- 
servants, Who, having been in every age par- 
takers of the sufferings of Christ, now in the 
finalrevelation of his glory, when the everlasting 
doors are opened, come to Jesus the mediator of 
the new covenant. Not to Moses, the typical 
mediator of a temporary coyenant; Which 
ouly pointed to those means of grace and immor- 

tality which it could not itself supply, but to 
Jesus, who for this cause is the mediator of the 


. new and better testament; that by means of 


death for the redemption of the transgressions 
that were under the first testament, they which 
are called may receive the promise of eternal 
inheritance; to Jesus Christ, who through the 
suffering of death is now crowned with glory 
and honour, that He, by the grace of Gon, 
should taste death for every man, and as a 
merciful high- priest, obtain, by the offering of 
his own blood, eternal redemption. for us. 
To this sanctifying sacrifice are we come 
we are come also to the blood of sprinkling, and 
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hear the mighty satisfaction pleaded in our be 
half. Instead of the voice of Abel's blood which 
cried from the ground to Gov, and called down 
a curse upon his brother's head, the blood of 
the cross speaks better things, repeals the curse, 
atchieves the subjugation of sin and death, and 
vanquishing the enemy, alone compasses our 
peace, procures our access, and by its eternal 
mediation effects our reconciliation unto Gop. 
With what unlimited gratitude, with how 
profoundly-solemn a dedication of our whole 
souls, must we therefore adore that Mercy, 
which, having appeared to put away sin by the 
sacrifice of himself, now appears in Heaven be- 
fore Gow for us; and as a High Priest over the 
house of Gop, having purchased remission of 
sin, has given us boldness by faith to enter into 
the Holiest᷑ by the blood of Jesus. With angels 
and arch-arigels, therefore, and with all the 
company of Heaven; with the elders, who under 
the persuasion of faith embraced the distant 
promises; and with those first-fruits unto Gop 
and the Lamb, the accepted servants of Gov in 
all the tribes of the children of Israel; let us 
also, who constitute the great and happy mul- 


* — 


| titude- which has been washed, and sanctified, 
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and redeemed to Gop, by the blood of the 
Lamb, out of every people and nation, having 
now attained to the continuing city of the living 
Gop, unite our uplifted voices, and ascribe to 
Gov, and unto the Lamb, which stood on mount 
Sion, and is in the mids of the throne, salvation 
and blessing, thanksgiving and glory, NPR 
. ever and ever. Amen. 

Thus we see that the Apostle, in alta 
the claims of Christianity against the zealots of 
the law, does it not by dividing the two dispen- 
sations, but by resolving them into parts of one 
compacted whole. The law was in general a 
shadow of good things to come, and each spe- 
cific institution had its correspondent reality. in 
the gospel. Without shedding of blood there 
is no remission; by the shedding of the blood of 
Jesus Christ our sins are obliterated, and remis- 
sion is offered to all men. The introductory 
type conferred a claim to the benefits of its 
counterpart performance; and when they are, 


as here, conferred upon the faithful subject of 
the law, we find the great Leader of our salva- 


tion still ſigured by the paschal type which pre- 
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ceded his advent, and therefore still denomi- 
nated the Lamb of God. Even such an oppo- 
sition as leads to a necessary comparison of two 
dispensations, bestows a prophetic character 
upon the former. Thus, by the ministration of 
death and condemnation, which was to be done 
away, the ministration of permanent righteous- 
ness, and of the spirit which giveth an nme 
able life, is prefigured. | 

Such are the excellency and cntinabs pri- 
vileges of the gospeldispensation, to which every 
preceding covenant had a reference, and from 
the substantial realities of which the patriarchal 
and legal shadows derived their institution, and 
believers at all times every benefit. 

With these considerations does the Apostle 
encourage the Hebrews under the trial they 
then endured; and having obviated the insinu- 
ations and objections of those who confided in 
their legal ceremonies, he converts the gospel 
covenant into an argument of consolation and 
support under all the difficulties and persecutions 
that threatened the believer in Christ; he car: 
ries its conditions into another world, and brings 
its rewards before an heavenly tribunal. Wholly 
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taken up with what shall be hereafter, he antici- 
pates the glory that shall be revealed with such 
animating hope, that his language, carried on 
by the sublime train of his conceptions, pro- 
duces as it were an inspired account and inven- 
tory of the saints' estate and inheritance. He 
directs the christian's eye to this blessed sight 
and enjoyment, and almost makes the trans- 
ported soul partake of his beatific vision. 
Fe are come, says he, (to repeat his own 
words) unto mount Sion, and to the city of the 
living Gor, the heavenly Jerusalem—and to an 
innumerable company of angels—to the general 
assembly and church of the first-born, which are 
written in heaven—and to Gov, the judge of a 
and to the Spirits of just men made perfect—and to 
Jesus, the mediator of the new covenant—and to 
the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better . 
than the blood of Abel. 
With such a blissful society in view, it was 
natural that he should have a longing desire to 
burst the prison walls of his body, and to join 
his immortal associates; and though chained, 
as we are, by many necessary demands, to the 
affairs of this life, we may, and perhaps it is 
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kindly ordained that we should, want much of 
this extatic ardour; yet with these glorious ef- 


fects of his faith duly considered the hour f 


his departure would be to every Cliristian the 
time of his enlargement! Waiting for and 
conſiding in the promised reward, he would 
boy his head in peace; and looking up, like 
St. Stephen, to his glonfied Redeemer, and to 

those arms of mercy ready to receive him, he 
would cry out in triumph, Ok! death, there is 
ting! Oln grave, where is victory) 

After the enumeration of these blessings, the 
Apostle thus concludes t+—See then, that ye re- 
fuse not Him that speaketh; + His voice, says he, 
appealing to their on law, has already shaken 
the earth; but now lie hath» promised, saying, 
Vet once more I shake not tlie eurth only; but aleo 
Heaven. Wherefore, toc receiving a kingdomwhich - 
can not be: moved, let us have grace, whereby we 
may serve Goh acceptably,\ with and 
godly fear. For our Gon is a consuming Aire. 
This ako must be the conelusion of every 
Christian minister's exhortation ; and if we 
have any faith in the promises of the Gospel, 
this will be the accomplishment of the great 
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and glorious thimgs Hhich yet remain to be ful- 
filled. We have endeavoured to shew you, how 
tte free gift and providences of Christ's re- 
demption have been carried on through various 
periods, down to the present timeß we have 
exhibiteil pvoofs that not one thing hath failed 
of all that the Lord our God hath spoken con- 
cerning his church; and we have set in view 
a great cloud of witnesses to confirm the im- 
portant truth, that Jesus Christ is the same | yes- 
terday, and today, and for ever. His: huma- 
nity began at his incarnation, his divinity is 
from everlasting. Both liave been exerted for 
the salvation of his people; the one has mani- 
fested his power, the other has veiled it in mercy. 
Divest our blessed Lord of his divinity, and 
you take away the merit of the cross, the effi- 
Tacy: of atonement, and the consolation of the 
penitent. Allow Him to be only an inspired 
prophet, born in the fulness of time io. teach 
and to confirm his doctrine by a holy example 
and a painful death, and you rank Him, with 
a small shade of difference, among many other 

illustrious prophets and martyrs, whose offices 
are long since concluded, and who are gone to 
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meet their: reward. Granting, / therefore; that 
He pointed out the true road how is He to ins 
terfere upon earth for: their salvation? How is 
He withithem:t0 the end HH the world? How ig 
He the ait har and. inis lier of their faith ? How 
is. He the Prince of all the kings of the earth? 
How is He te hae of all nrincipality and power # 
How is He ther lord both of the dead. andthe 
lwing?, And if Hemust, reign tall he hath put all 
enemies under his feet, whoever refuses his au- 
thovity,now.He.is gane into a far country to take 
possession of a kingdom; do they not literally 
resist his sceptre saying, We will not have this 
man lo reign ober u 

If we are Christians, we belong to that divine 
building of Gon, vhich has been the subject of 
our discourses during the season of Advent, and 
in which our wish has been to conduct you up 
the various steps / by which GOD has raised it 
from the first foundation to the topmost stone. 
We are a part of the glorious work of salvation 
carried on ſtom age to age; ve are connected 
with every dispensation of grace towands fallen 
mankind; Christ and his redemption is the great 
_ mlye& of the prophecies; as well as of the songs 
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of the Old Testament; and the moral rules and 
precepts are all giuen as having their foundation 
with him. Christ and his redemption are also the 
great subject of the history of the Old Testa. 
ment; and even the history of the oreation is 
au introduction to the history of "redemption, 
which immediately followed. In short, the whole 
bible is a recorded attestation of Him, who is 
te cum yesterday, and to-day, fbr ever; the 
history of his church of his kingdom; and his 
people. All is filled with the Gospel, only with 
this difference - that the Old Testament contains 
the Gospel under a veih but the New contains 
it unveiled, so that we may See tie glory of the 
Lord with open furt 

But, my brethren, there is still another con- 
zideration to which we are awakened by the 
apostolit admonition. That state of things to 
which he refers, is called a New Heaven and a 
Nero Earth;\ and though reaching to the end of 
time; is only in him a repetition of the prophetic 
promise, Behold I create a New Heaven and a 
New'Earth; and the former shall not be remem- 


bered nor come into mind; but be you glad, 
and rejoice for ever in that which I create; For 
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behold I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and hen 
people a Joy." For as the New Heavens and 
New Earth which I make still remain before 
me, so shall your seed and your name remain. 
If this expression be made typical of our Sa- 
viour's advent, and the establishing of a pi ri- 
tual worship on the destruction of the [carnal 
ordinances of the law, and the altars of Heathen 
idolatry, it cannot wholly relate to it; for as 
yet the Jewish nation have only to mourn the 
destruction of their Jerusalem. It must there- 
fore be typical of another state of things, wholly 
figurative to us, but which we know will be ac- 
companied with an advancement of the church 
into that state of the glorious prevalence of 
truth, liberty, peace, and joy, of which we so 
often read in the prophetical parts of scripture, 
and which will close with the advancement of 
the church to consummate glory in Heaven. 
What momentary. triumphs may yet be per- 
mitted to the ungodly, and what trials may await 
the faithful, are hidden from us in the womb of 
time. It is true we have seen our Deliverer, but 
we still await in expectation of our deliverance 
We have been rescued from bondage, but arestill 
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travelling through the wilderness of this world to 
a land of rest. We have known our Redeemer, 
but we still are ignorant of the fullness of his 
redemption. So far as the kingdom of Christ 
is set up in the world, so far is the world brought 
to its end, and the eternal state of things esta- 
blished; so far are all the great changes and 
revolutions of the world brought to their ulti- 
mate issue. But the opposition to his kingdom 
has not ceased; and the spirit of Antichrist, 
under every form, must rage upon the earth, 
before, by the last and fatal overthrow of his 
enemies, the machinations of Satan shall all be 
turned into occasions of triumph — before Christ 
shall appear to fulfil every promise to the faith- 
ful, and to pour down ven nes ypod all the 
despisers of his name. | 

In an age like the present, and in the ot 
temper of our times, we can hardly speak of 
these things without fear and trembling. And 
when an unrestrained wildness of human ima- 
gination is let loose against the sober and sure 
knowledge of the holy scriptures; when a spe- 
culative atheism is running down all serious 
religion, and a Christian people is familiar 
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with every instruction, but that which is de- 
rived from the word of Gop; to see so many 
without Christ, without Gop in the world; and 
to be assured of the terrible judgments that will 
overtake them is among the n N 
useless exhortation.. 4 5d on 

But however the plan of his mercy may be 
lighted, it is still our part to persevere, and to 
proclaim, that the same divine testimony which 
compels an universal acknowledgment of the 
one true Gop and Father of all, at the same 
time bears witness to the majesty and perfect 
fullness of his Son Jesus Christ; that the same 
testimony which sets that Son in opposition to 
idols, demands our lowliest reverence to Him in 
unity with the Father; that it calls reason home 
from her wanderings in a wilderness where no 
path is to be found, and shews her, by the light 
of faith, that Jesus Christ is the only way by 
which we can come to the Father; that in 
Jesus Christ alone, who of Gop is made unto 
his kingdom, righteousness, and sanctification, - 
and redemption, a world condemned and dead 
in sin can find forgiveness and renewal of life. 
Upon a belief in this testimony alone shall we 
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be enabled to feel its value or to prove its truth; 
the scriptures of Go afford the only immove- 
able ground of our confidence, the sole founda- 
tion of our consolatory hope, and that bond of 
peace, of brotherly love and charity, which may 
not be untied by the changes and chances of 
this mortal life. From the ineffectual wisdom 
of this world let us therefore return to Christ 
the power of Gop, and the wisdom of Gov. 
Believing in Him who is the game yesterday, and 
to- day, and for ever—in Him which is, and which 
was, and which ts to come, the ALMIGHTY—let 
us rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory, 
and finally, through his-mercies may we receive 
the end of our faith, even the salvation of- our 
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| AKING u the -Holy ne for our guide, 
ve have been employed in following the 
train of human events from the creation to the 
dissolution of all things; and without bringing 
examples from the Heathen world which knew 
not Gop, in the very bosom of his revelation, 
and among the people of his choice, our exa- 
mination has proved a painful history of man's 
ingratitude and disobedience. Under every 
state of his trial and dependance we have seen 
the covenant of love and the conditions of par- 
don disregarded, broken, or despised; and with 
judgments forgotten, with merciesslighted; with 
blessings abused, with time squandered, and with 
talents unimproved, have hours, days, and years 
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passed over thoughtless ages, filling up the sum 
of their iniquity, or charged with little accusa- 


tion against their guilty proceedings. 

But amidst the signal punishments inflicted, 
whilst states and empires have been trodden 
down, and it may be said of nations, as the 
Psalmist reported of the ungodly, I went by, 


and lo he was gone; I songht him, but his place 


could no where be found He who is the came 


 yesterday, and to-day, and for ever, appears at 
the head of human affairs. The vicissitudes of 


times, the changes of power, the elevation and 


overthrow of empires, in short, all the plans of 


human counsels, and the whole series of earthly 
events, instead of lying in a confused and ob- 
secure mass, are shewn us by the light of reve · 
lation as so many parts of the great work of 
redemption; and the scriptures, exhibiting in 
sundry chastisements and corrections, in the 
fall and ruin of its enemies, the perpetuity of 
God's mercy to his church and people, are only 
waiting their ultimate completion, when the 
kingdom of Chrast Shall be extended to all nations, 
and all the 8 the earth _ look unto . 


\ 
[ 19] 


We have, my brethren, again concluded 
another annual period of our lives; and like 
those which have gone before, it has brought 
every one of us 80 much farther onwards in our 
journey towards the grave. With a respective 
application, therefore, of the text to every in- 
dividual, it may be asked, what preparations 
the Christian traveller has made for the re- 
mainder of his way, what strength he may have 
acquired to endure its increasing hardships? 
To what guide he has adhered for directions, 
and what provision he has made for its awful 
close? We might then bid many look back on 
the paths they had trodden, and if there they 
too frequently find and lament their own devi- 
ations from the way on which Gop had shed 
forth the light of his word, and the obstacles 
that have thence impeded their feeble advances, | 
on such we have 7 call for greater vigilance, 


and more exerted vigour, to gird up the loins f 


their mind, and seek diligedtly/to walk hence- 
forward there alone, where the Sun of Righte- 
ousness will guide their feet into the way of peace. 
But to many, I fear, we should have to pro- 
nounce the sharper admonitions of the Gospel. 


*Y 
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Have they, busy about many things, neglected | 
the one thing needful; and occupied by the 
interests of this transitory world, declined to 
cultivate the interests of eternity? Have they 
appealed from the voice of God to the sugges- 
tions of their on brief intellect, and preferred 
the sway of their own predominant passions to 
the easy yoke of their meek and lowly Redeemer? 
| Have they witnessed, without instruction, the 
signs and warnings of surrounding mortality, 
and beheld their associates snatched suddenly 
to their last account, without thinking of the 
talents for which they themselves are to be re- 
sponsible? And shall we, who are equally ap- 
pointed to denounce the Sanctions, as to preach 
the promises of the Gospel, acquiesce in the 
* 19 delusion? Have they, then, thus spoken 
pe ide to their own souls —Verily, saith my Gon, 
there is no peace to the wretched? Have they 
thus anticipated the grave as a place of final 
rest? When the Almighty shall come to judg- 
ment, then all that are in the grave shall hear 
his voice, and come forth; and as they that have 
dune good hall come to the resurrection of life, 
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80: they that | have: hepa Hong e the. 
resurrection: of damnation. 11; 11511 00 00! Heli 
But although the real Aae concern 
of man, as an individual, is necessarily trans: 
acted within the boundary of his own earthly 
duration; though in his separate character, his 
viees and his virtues, in this his state of proha · 
tion, are to plunge him into misery, or to qua-: 
lify:-him for eternal felieity; yet connected as 
he is with society, the actions of his life become 
relative also, and consequently form, on his 
part, a contribution to the character of his 
country, a contribution to the publie vices or 
virtues, on which, from the history of his dis- 
pensations, we know that the Almighty has 
conferred wen men rg inflicted his . 
Me earety a Thins , oomied Troinfoq Tra? 
At a one, * the e 
ment of another year, the mind is naturally led 
at once to contemplate events and probabilities, 
and from the existence of the past, to infer to 
the future progress of human society. Without, 
therefore, stretching back the view to the re: 
corded periods of the world, how ample is the 
lesson which even the little space, over which 
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we have passed ourselves affords us. And 
Vdilst the portentous posture of human affairs 
holds out their frowning signals, let us humbly 
listen to the voice of Gobi speaking thus intel- 
tigibly to all nations; ànd turning to Him as a 
Christian people, obtain froni his paoifled iherey 


our exemption from seeing in their penalty; 


our on signs. i one 01.918 0019 
We know, or at least we profess to know) 
what is essential to the very existence of a 
Christian community. We are made acquainted 

with the means of its security, and the terms of 
its preservation; and to apply our text to its 
most valuable purpose, we should bring the ex- 
istence of former ages to decide upon our own 
opinions and our own times. We must lay aside 
that political balance, which never weighs the 
morals of a people; we must descend from that 
philosophie pride which gives to the wisdom of 
this world an haughty pre- minence; and taught 
to measure our happiness by a juster standard, 
as brethren and friends living under the same 
laws, and unanimously desiring those things 
which tend to the common advantage, we must 
zee how much we are wanting in tliat fear and 
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love of /Gop; and that obedient; dedication of 
the heart and soul, to which alone he has an- 
nexed eee of his public temporary 
blessings. 18111999 sun n 93uaitobat bias 

From 1 since buried in oblivion 
_ tombs of departed greatness, and from 
the monumental records of antient glory, we 
might possibly only furnish a general conelu- 
sion on the instability of human affairs; and 
whole empires swept from the earth; like the 
graves on which they daily tread withunconcern, 
would afford to many no subject of reflection. 
In vain would they be told, that although Bü. 
dylon which did weaken" the nations; be fallen; 
another Babylon still remains; and that Go 
will again lay loto the haughtiness of the terrible; 
In vain would they be told, that although 
Tyre and Sidon; whose merchants were Princes, 
and whose traffickers were the honourable of the | 
earth, be no more, their judgment is also gone 
forth against other cities abundant in treasures; 
when they too shall have filled up the measure 
of their iniquities. Disdaining prophecy, or 
dreading its interpretation, they would give to 
it no appropriate meaning, or quiet their fears 
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by cldnlelining thi right oof decision upon any 


- . unaccolmplighed event. 


Supposing, then, these ee too vague 
and indefinite for any peculiar application; or 
that being exhibited to all the nations upon 
earth}, they bear no distinct mark of any parti 
cular society or kingdom; is there not one that 
cannot be mistaken by a Christian people, and 
which the Almighty has placed, like a beacon on 
@ till, to warn-succeeding generations? Has the 
- Virgin the daughter of Zion, once fair and glo- 
rious, but now ſomaſten and wasted with misery, 
nao tale to unfold, that would give us an expla- 
nation of national calamities? Have the ouce- 
chosen people of Gon, now in this actual time 
of their visitation, no other instruction to offer, 
than what may be gathered from the perishing 
condition of all human grandeur? Or when 
shie seits down by the waters of other Babylons, 
and weeps, does she not ery aloud to the Israel 
of Goh Learn wisdom by my r fall? 
If the chastisements of other 8 the 
ad memorials of their ruin, do not furnish evi; 
dence that the Governor of the Universe will 
not be insulted with impunity, and of what will 
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befal every rebellious people upon earth, till 
the kingdom of righteoflsness be established, 
the single portrait of the Jewish nation, drawn 
by the hand of Gop himself, presents a resem- 
blance too strongly marked with the character · 
istic features of a Christian Society. They 
were his beloved people his chosen inheritance 
—his favourites, whom He had separated unto 
himself from all nations; among hom He had 
fixed his church, and of whose holy city it 
was said, Go is her tower of defence, '\Gop is in 
the midst of her. If a corrupt and perverse ge- 
neration should again amk for a sign, What 

greater than this can be given? A Saviour's 
mercy has bestowed upon us all these titles; a 
Saviour's goodpess has transferred to us these 
their inestimable privileges. Rescued from ido- 
latrous bondage, and placed and protedted in 
this our land of Canaan, a gratitude and obedi- 
ence proportionate to these benefits is required 
of us; and if, like them, we fail in our bounden 
duty and service, like them we shall be 'n6 
longer for a name and for: a praise, and for 4 
glory, but our heritage will be given into the 
hands of our enemies, and our pleasant portion 
M 
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be made @ desolate wilder ness. | Was the land of 
f Judea invaded? Was Jerusalem trodden down? 
And ĩs it no question with a Christian people, how 
long they may experience the forbearance of 


their Gop? Are ve more dear to Him than they 
were? Can there be stronger expressions of love, 
than those of a despised and rejected Saviour in 
his lamentation over their devoted city? Oh 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killedst the pro- 

| Þhets, and stonest them that are sent unto thee, 


| how often would I have gathered thy children 


together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens 
under her: wings, and ye would not. Behold 
| your house is left unto you desolate. And if the 
whole of this prediction has been verified with | 
the most awful and literal completion; if the 
Almighty has broken down the hedge with 
which he inclosed and defended their vineyard; 
is there no cause for fear, lest he should suffer 
the wild boar to root up, and the wild beasts of 
the forest to enter in, and lay waste ours? Nay, 
with a dreadful presage of such an event, may 
it not be said, and almost without a metaphor, 
that they are now watching and howling 
around us. 2 5 | 
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Should we look for the cause of their misfor- 
tunes in the decline of piety, and consequent | 
corruption of manners; in the prevalence of li- 

centious principles, which, boldly renouncing 
both law and religion, leftnothing to the church 
of Gop but the name of his temple and the ex- 
ternal forms of worship, how nearly shall we find 
in the historian of their times, the iniquity of 
the present day | Or could the apprehensions of 
a Christian people, if they acknowledged or 
dreaded the just judgments of Heaven, be more 
powerfully excited by the peculiarity of guilt, 

or a similarity of provocation? With a daring 
defiance of every restraint, how have the laws 
and legal powers been insulted or despised? 
With no corrective influence, how vainly have the 
Scriptures spoken to a disobedient people? Till, 
by a natural process of the human mind, which, 
having once brought itself to disregard, soon 
begins to dispute and question their authority, 
impiety and blasphemy have not only been 
publicly proclaimed from the press, but become 
a traffic of profit, in a country of religious hope 
and persuasion. Nay, when the public worship 
of the Almighty is fötsaken and disrespected, 


| 464 J 
and the day which He hallowed to his own 
glory, and for our salvation, is profaned; when 


v6 partake of that terrible aceusation, which the 


Almighty produces against his people, that 


Whitht the young men assembled by troops in 


the harlots“ houses, and the adultress scorned 
to be äshamed, they would stand before Him 
in kis presence, and declare their hope to be in 
His name; may we not from similar erimes with 
trembling look but for similar visitations? Did 


then the Christian dispensation, which lightened 


the burden of the Mosaic ritual, diminish the 


Force of its moral in junctions? Has the super- 


structure of holiness weakened the foundation? 
Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath-Day— 
Has this 8otemn command now lost every claim 


to bbservanee or respect? Or is the inseription | 
 weriiten by the finger of Gos on tables of stone, 


erased in the institution of the Gospel covenant? 
Have we no sacrifice to offer, no commemorative 


mercies to acknowledge, no ordinances to ob- 


serve? And is the Lotd's-Day wholly exempt 
from those awful words, which now proclaim 
the origin of the * at miseries that ever 


befel a wretched people y thou turn away thy 
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foot from the sabbath, from doing mr pleasure on 
my holy day ; and call the sabbath d delight -the 
holy of the Lon, honourable, and shalt honour 
Him, not daing thine own ways; not finding thine 
own pleasure, nor seeking thine own words: Then 
shalt thou delight thyself in the Loxns and I will 
cause thee to. ride upon the high. places of the 
earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob 
thy father: for the mouth of tlie Lap bath 
Spoken it, But if ye will not hearken unto me to 
hallow the sabbath-day, then will I kindle a, ſirę 
in the gates of Jerusalem, and it shall devour the 
palaces thereof, and it shall nat be quenched, Such 
are the blessings promised to à due obseryance 
of the sabbath, such are the curses denounced 
against the breach of it, and both. have been 
literally accomplished. But how do we read 
our signs? Why, we neyer place them honestly 
before us, or we endeavour to escape from their 
meaning by evasive subterfuges. Me put from 
us the evil day, by having recourse to the ge- 
nius of our government, the wholesomeness of 
its laws, the prudence of its administration, and 
the extent of its resources. Thus times and 
seasons, warnings and punishments, roll on be- 
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fore eyes that will not see, and speak to ears 
that will not hear; and resolving all into se- 
condary causes, we forget Him who ruleth in 
the kingdoms of men, who maketh princes, em- 
pires, and subjects subservient to one almighty 
purpose, and before whom all nations are as 
nothing; whose word has gone forth The earth 
itself shall war old as a garment, as a vesture 


will I change it, and it shall be changed; but 


my salvation shall be for ever, and my righteous- 
ness shall not be abolished 

Of all the denunciations of woe cdsd in 
scripture, the most terrible are those which are 
pronounced against ingratitude and disobedi- 
ence. Infidel and idolatrous nations, having 
served their destined purpose, have been de- 
stroyed and swept away from among men; but 
the vengeance that was to pursue the rebelli- 
ous children of his love, the whole of which was 
foretold by, their own inspired lawgiver, and 
only detailed in its separate parts by succeed- 
ing Prophets; which also, in progressive ac- 
complishment, is visiting or has overtaken them 
in the face of all people is a narrative of horror, 
that if in any of its particulars we were to apply 
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to ourselves, would fill us with fear and trem- 
bling. Must then the stroke arrive before we 


will see the uplifted arm? Must we fall into the 


pit that our sins are digging for us, without 
once considering its depth or its danger? If 
the history of the Jews were written for our ex- 


ample, read their mercies, and the cause of 


their misfortunes; with a prophetic spirit they 
are all set forth by Moses in the 32d chapter of 
Deuteronomy, - wherein he says The Loxp's 
portion is his people; Jacob is the lot of his in- 


heritance. He found him in a desart land, and 


in the waste howling wilderness:. He led him 
about, He instructed him, He kept him as: the 
apple of his eye: As an eagle stirreth up her 
nest, fluttereth over her young, spreadeth abroad 
her wings, taketh them, and beareth them on her 
wings, $0 the Loxb alone did lead him, ani there 
wits no strange god with him, He made him ride 
on'the high places of the earth, that he might eat 


the increase of the | fields ; and He made him o 


suck honey out of the rock, and oil out of the flinty 
rock ; butter of kine, and milk of Sheep, with fat 
of lambs, and rams of the breed of Bashan, and 
goals, with the fat of kidneys of wheat ; and gion 


, — 
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didet drink the pure blood of the grape. But Je- 
" Shurim wared fat, and kicked: thou art waren 
Fat, thou art grown thick, thou. art covered with 
Jutness; then he forsook Gon which made him, 
and lightly esteemed the rock of his salvation. 

Can we be such unequal judges in our on 
case, as not to see, in their trial and condemna- 
tion, the fatal sentence of a Christian people? 
Change only for a moment the figurative lan- 
guage, and mark how e similar the reasoning is 
against us, how aggravated our provocation. 


' Suppose;\ then, the Gop of the universe, the 


Lorry, who hath redeemed us with his blood, 
Summoning us, as he did them, to answer the 
charge Behold I will plead with thee, because 
thou sayest I have not sinned; or suppose him 
only to say, Son of man, wilt thou judge them, 
and cause them to know their abominations. How 
are we prepared to answer accusations like these? 
If Gow has placed every blessing within our 
reach, consistent with our earthly state; if He 
has given us a country, temperate in its cli- 
mate, exuberant in its soil, exulting in its liberty, 
and flourishing in its commerce; if, having 
written his law and his commandments within 
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our „ He has guarded by his echelon 
and sanctified by his presence, our holy tem- 
ples, the place where his honour diwelleth; if, 
having removed from us the scourge of the 
oppressor, He has fixed the pillars of our go- 
vernment on the foundation of religious truth; 
if, after grafting us on the parent stock, He 
has caused our branches to flouris h, that they 
might spread around the fruits of righteous- 
ness; if He has made of us a wise, a great, 
and enlightened people, that his name through 
us might be exalted, and that in our dominion 
He might be glorified in the sight of all nations; 
Why have we forgotten the Hand from which 
we have received all these blessings; why have 
we defiled the land of our inheritance; and why 
do the insulted laws of our Gop rise up before 
him, toupbraid us with apostacy andingratitude? 
Of those pollutions, which must banish from 
the heart every religious hope; of those licentious 
principles, which set Almighty Power at defiance, 
and consequently separate from human actions 
the care of an all- seeing Providence; of the dis- 
sipation, gaming, riot, and debauchery, which 
abound among us, and which so fully confirm 


. 
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the charge; of their consequent attendants, 
; vin, rebuke, and blasphemy, which with impu- 
dent defiance have set up their banners for to- 
kens; —we can only say, by their fruits ye may 
know them. And had we no other witnesses of 
the truth to shame and confound such false 
brethren, what a fearful looking - for of judg- 
ment would remain to us! But amidst the ir- 
regularities of life, which force us to shut our 
eyes, or to hush our consciences, whilst we hear 
the stream of infidelity roaring in its widened 
channel, and behold so many thoughtless beings 
feeding the currents and, swelling the rivulets 
of folly and guilt, to augment the rapidity of the 
destructive torrent, though we may not be able 
to oppose a mound, it is our duty to bid you 
mark its progress, and to dread its approach; 
it is our duty to turn your eyes towards the ra- 
vages of the storm, and to exhort you to exa- 
mine well the ground of your security, whether, 
Should the rain descend, and the floods come, and 
- the winds blow, they will beat in vain upon your 
house, because is founded on d rock. 
Shall we then be taught to comprehend our 
signs, as the danger approaches nearer? And 
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from the distinct word of revelation, from the 
full and final completion of prophetic warning, 
and from the destruction of nations now erased 
from the face of the earth, shall we turn with 
more profitable admonition to the calamitous 
scenes around us? Shall we, at the close of a 
century, terminating with horror, yet fraught 
with mercy, learn to estimate the value of our 
blessings in the presence of our Gop? Shall 
we, in taking the catalogue of wretchedness 
from other nations, be taught to raise up our 
voice in thanksgiving to the throne of grace, 
that our country has not been delivered over a 
prey to the spoiler, nor made a field of blood? 
Buy the interposition of Providence we have 
been placed on a noble eminence; and I know 
and feel, that when the pulse beats high to na- 
tional honour in signal atchieyements of genius 
and courage, when this little island is made, as 
it were, the ark and the resting- place of social 
morality and legitimate freedom, the lesson of 
humility is difficult. But with the groaning of 
nations humbled to the dust, who but lately 
prided themselves, like our own, on the order 
of their government and the greatness of their 
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resources, the very song of deliverance must be 
a song of apprehension; it must expose the 
lender thread of, what is called, national pros- 
perity; and through the vapour of glory will be 
distinctly seen the significant token, that no- 
thing can long hold together a happy people, 
but the strong bonds of Christian faith, of 
Christian hope, and of Christian obligations. 
Protected, therefore, as this kingdom has 
been, by the gracious Hand of Heaven, does it 
not become us to be humble as well as grateful? 
Should we-not ask ourselves upon whom the 
vial of indignation has been poured, and who 
have been made to drink so deeply of the cup 
of affliction ? Oh Gop of mercy, let us not dare 
to suppose, that, upon a moral and religious 
comparison our foundation of trust is stronger 
than that of many who have fallen; let us not 
venture to pronounce I am holier than thou, or 
. that weourselves might not have as justly shared 
a portion of their sad inheritance! In tracing 
the boundaries of their once fraternized domi- 
nions, as they were termed by the insulting foe, 
shall we find nothing within them that ought to 
have checked the hand of spoliation? Were 
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there no constituted authorities no protecting 
lavs-—no charitable suecours no peaceful sub- 
mission — no revered principles no affectionate 
tiesto deprecate the experiments of these in- 
furiate plunderers? Was the arrogant title of 
the Great Nation deservedly written with the 
blood, and deservedly decorated with the pro- 
perty, the resources, the claims, and distinctions, 
of these unhappy kingdoms? Of one country, 
once possessed of every earthly happiness, let 
me be excused for speaking with painful recol- 
lection. In the plain of ambition, in the strug- 
gle for power, in the search after wealth, there 
may be some plausible pretext for the bloody 
triumph, which may be dignified with the war- 
rior's praise, or mocked with the sanction of 
freedom's banners. But the desolation of the 
Alpine vallies strikes a terror to the heart; their 
forms of government, their modes of legislation, 
their character, their education, and manners, 
were all cast in the fairest moulds of freedom; 
they had nothing to ask, but the undisturbed 
possesston of enjoyments, which had grown out 
of the virtuous habits of industry and cont 
and which had rendered their confined domi- 
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nions, and their own domestic claims, at once 
their glory and their consolation. It may, per- 
haps, be trespassing a little beyond the limits 
of a discourse from this place, to enter into 
these particulars; but from a country of peace, 
of love, of civil order, and religious dependence; 
from a country, we have seen, rich like out own 
in the choicest blessings, and even removed 
from many of its vices; from a country, to 
which, it should seem, that the prophetic lan- 
AaAuage might almost be applied tie kings of the 
earth and all the inhabitants of the world could 
not have believed, that the adversary, Should have 
entered her gates; from such a country, over- 
helmed with destruction, the reflection we wish 
to impress upon your hearts will be awfully strik- 
ing; and from a lamentation over its smoaking 
ruins, we shall duly prize the value of our own 
preservation. ver 
Me are not badi you with an imaginary 
tale of woe, nor producing the probable effects 
of licentious confusion among us; the dreadful 
consummation has been verified to our sight, 
and what reason aud religion bid us expect, fact 
bas realised, with every nes of horrid 


En F 
completion. Renouneing, therefore, every pre- 
zumptuous decision, our duty is to contemplate 
these signs, and to acquaint ourselves with the 
sentence already gone forth upon every king- 
dom :— Son of man; when the land sinneth against 
me by trespassing grievously, then will I stretch 
out mine hand upon it, and will bat the staff of 
the bread thereof, and will send famine upon it; 
and will cut off man and beast from it: though 
these three men, Noah, Damel, and Job, were in 
it, they Should deliver but their own souls by their 
righteousness, Saith the Lozxp Gop. The threat 
and the accomplishment are now before us, and 
we have been signally protected and preserved. 
Shall we, then, hide from our hearts the instruc- 
tive admonition? Shall we not ask them, what 
we have done to be excluded from the number 
of wretched victims? Shall we still refuse to in- 
terweave the fate of empires with that of reli- 
gion, and close the century with some proud 
encomium on our national valour, or with some 
profound remarks on our political superiority? 

If such be to be the issue of the mercies we 
have experienced, the time of our visitation is 
already decreed, our destruction already sealed. 
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Built on the foundation of those revelations 

| which were given to Adam, to Noah, to Abra- 
ham, to Moses, and the Prophets, the church 
of Christ from age to age, from century to cen- 
tury, has verified the promise of her almighty 
Saviour Lo, I am with you alway, even: unto 
the end of ti world. However she may have 
suffered, or be ordained to suffer, under tempo- 
rary corrections, the things that cannot be shaken, 
ore ee 958 1 8 her row Pig 0 are 


— or the purification of en are 

only raised up to display the future triumphs of 
her glorious Leader, When He that spake in 
righteousness, mighty to Save, shall with his own 
arm bring salvation unto his people; when He 
Shall dash their enemies in pieces, and having 
accomplished the number of his ele&t, and the 
year of his redeemed being come, He shall ap- 


pear in the character of King of kings, and 
Lord of lorde, to claim dominion over his 
chosen, and to incorporate all (excepting those 
who have renounced his authority) into his 
Kingdom upon earth, that they may become 
one fold under * l 6 


1 
From the ereation to the dissolution of all 
things, every event has been preparatory to tho 
great and eternal work of Gon to be effected 
in Christ Jesus; and History and Prophecy 
conspire to shew how: far it has advanded bow 
wards its full and ultimate completion. We have 
seen the three dispensations; as they are called; 
the Patriarchal, the Mosaic, and the Christian 
(each in its allotted period, and with its destined' 
purpose) preparing the way for a Redeemer's 
advent, and produeing earnests of his future 
glory. The policy of states, the destiny of 
empires, the shifting scenes of earthly gramdeur, | 
are the subordinate parts, which men have 
acted, and which the mercy of Gon has made 
instrumental to his providentiab designs In 
the 'Scripture History, therefore, and in that 
alone, have we à just comment upon human 
affairs, for He that ruleth in the kingdoms of men, 
can alone acebount for the power that He 
giveth, or taketh away. But it is by searching 
them out, by pondering and weighing them 
in all their circumstances, that the works of the 
Lonůp are known, _— W all them that 
have pleasure therein. = nf Bun ritiel | 


N 
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Thus in expectation of the promised Re- 
deemer, the Christian only sees, in the great- 
ness of the Roman empire, the appointed time, 
vhen entiched by the various streams of science, 
which flowed into it from every part, it was to 
give the most illustrious proof of a Savidur's 
advent, by his diffusing over the world a light 
superior to all collected human wisdom in its 
brightest glory. In its subsequent decay and 
dissolution he leaves the Historian to decide 
on the probable causes of its fall, but observing 
the fragments into which it was broken, and 
watching the spirit of Antichrist busy at the 
work, which it began in the garden of Eden, 
(and which the Apostle, when he would caution 
us against it, states as being then already in the 
world): he beholds it assuming only new forms, 
employing new devices, and even / changing 
the mark of the beast to suit the temper and 
disposition of his proselytes; he beholds the 
malicious destroyer of the human race, from 
dreading more and more the overthrow of his 
kingdom, as the danger approaches nearer, 
drawing into it every opposer of the Christian 
faith, and then sending them forth in all di- 
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rections to falsify the word of Gon) to corrupt 
its purity, to blaspheme the name of Christ, or 
to deny his existence. e Nn v9. 
It is against these subtle machinations that 
the church of Christ is exhorted to be on her 
guard. It is in these latter times, when she is 
told to expect false prophets and ſalse teachers, 
poſten of, and oh, witli great cmelling worde of 
vanity, u beguile unstable souls from the right 
way, that she is more peculiarly called upon to 
watch and pray, lest abe enter into temptation 
With her is deposited the word of truth; 
within her holy sanctuary are preserved the co- 
venant of meroy, the privileges of adoption, 
the right of inheritance the ministration unto 
all things pertaining unto God, and the symbols 
of her eternal and atoning Redeemer. 16 3s 
Let her, then, hear what the Spirit galt unto 
the churches." Her sigus are written from ge- 
neration to generation, and the Eastern church, 
debased by corruptions, divided by heresies, 
and then delivered up to persecution, presents 
at this moment a monument of woe, on which, 


if she keep not the word, the Western church 


— — — 
nen 
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9 may read the inscription of her on approach- 


ing calamities. 26 neee eg 
Be watel ful, says the Spirit unto one of them, 
and'strengthen' the things which remain, that are 
ready to die : fur have not bund thy works 
perftetibefore G op. 
ANemember, therefore, how thou hast nn! 
and heard, and hold fast and repent. V,, there- 

fore, thou shalt not-watch, I will-come apap) 
as a thief,” end thou shalt not know what hour J 
will come upon thee... MI HOT 7 adde nn wen 
With this admonition before us, waiting for 
the glorious consummation of the redemption 
of our purchased possestion, may we be found 


faithful, may we hold fast by that everlasting 


Saviour without whom man had fallen for ever, 
who has loved ham with an everlasting love, who 
at all times and in all places has given us to- 
signs, and under every discouraging event to 
un n who Shall redeem his people. 
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AN ber the evangelical Piet gs ö 
8 every former act of Govy' s interfering pro- 


1 


 vidence, Kc. FL 
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these arguments by many, who, with a full and perfect 
in his divine and human character, to have realized every 
promise, and to have corresponded with every prophetic 

-- s8ignification, are yet doubtful, how far the blessings of a 
Redeemer's kingdom may have been made known in 
former ages, or whether the great Mediatorial undertak- 

They do not deny the retrospective influence of Christi- 


— 


il and are firmly persus 
Saviour's death will be extended backwards to those who 
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- that the benefits of a 


never heard of his coming, and by whom he was neither 
Þreceen nor foreknown. Thus, without weakening the 
efficacy of atonement, they contend, that however clear 
the revelation of a Redeemer's glory might have been 
made to Abraham, and some other favoured servants of 
God, still the expectation of such an event was not ge- 
neral; and that in the belief of the great bulk of mankind, 
the promises and threatenings of scripture all terminated 
in this life. The tenet, though maintained by authority, 


and rendered the foundation of a stupendous fabric of 


learning, entitled to the most profound respect, I am, 
nevertheless, unable to adopt; nor can I resist the evi- 


dence of the eleventh chapter of the Hebrews, which 
presents us with a catalogue of pious expectants and 8uf- 


ferers, who all died in fuith, not having received the 


promises, but having een them afer off, were pereuaded 
tem and embraced them. Hebrews xi. 13. I am 
eonatrained to accede to the testimony of the same Apostle, 
who, in justifieation of himself before Felix, and who, be 
it remembered, made the Roman governor tremble, as he 
reasoned of à judgment to came, turns the charge of his 
received faith and religion of their ancestors. Neither 


accu me. But this I confess: unto thee, thut after 
the way which they call keresy, 5o worshap 1 the GOD 
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of my Fathers, believing all tiungs which are written 
in the law and the prophets; And have hope towards 
Gop, which they themselves also allow, that there all 
be u resurrection from the dead, both of the just and 
unjust— Acts xxl. 14. This point of doctrine, - theres 
fore, was not a new one, nor peculiar to Christianity. The 
Apostle argues upon it as upon the derivative faith of their 
ancestors; and in another place takes advantage of this very 
belief, with the hopes (and in which he fully succeeds) of 
gaining a party in his favour. When he was brought be- 
fore the council, which consisted of Pharisees and Sad- 
ducees, both of whom were equally adverse to Christianity, 
he appeals to the former not only as being a Pharisee, 
and the son of a Pharisee, but as one that was unjustly 
persecuted for opinions which they held sacred the 
hope, says he, and rexurrection of the dead I am called 
in question.' Nay, our Saviour himself (and surely his 
words may be allowed to decide) tells the Jews to search 
the scriptutes; which'testified of him, and in which they 
thought they had eternal life. What then is the in- 
ference? That the seriptures did teach them to expect a 
resurrection from the dead, but that without Him who 
was to be the resurrection and the life, the pre mise wa 
not oompleated, nor the expectation confirmed. 
Supposing, however, we had no such incontrovertible 
evidence, and we could heap proof upon proof, might it 
not fairly be asked, what consolation Adam could have 


received from the promise in the garden of Eden, had it 
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not included e of an atonement and a resur- 
retion? He was to be restored 10 a happiness he had 
ſeorſeited, to something that would soften and console 


him under the dreadful sentence of death passed upon him 
and his posterity; for disobedience to the divine com- 
mand. The expiation of his crime; therefore, not being 
tion, must have annihilated every hope of pardon as far 
as he was personally concerned; | With the rest of his 
posterity who never saw Christ, he might, and would be, 


(if we may be pardoned the expression) surprised into a 


resurrection, and which is a necessary consequence of 
making Christianity wholly retrospective with regard to 
former ages; but the assurance of a restoration io immor- 
tality, and which alone could take from death its sting, 
and from e grade its victory, must have appeared 
groundless at the approach of dissolution, without faith 
in a Redeemer's ransom from the power of sin and death. 
The covenant was the plan, and the blood of Christ the 
means, of human redemption; and thus called \the Blood 
F the Everlasting Covenant. The time of the fulfil- 
ment of the promise being concealed might wisely be 
ordained to animate faith by constant expectation; the 
nature and end of that promise must have been revealed, 
or the types and figures of it could never have been ad- 
duced in proof of a Saviour's commission, mueh less been 
made matter of accusation against the — Jews, 
who discredited, or digowned; their meaning,” gn 


[ww] 
le Aer: ren 3, Ling 22. soli 
bebe a in the wildest auen. of of hea- 
© then mythology, be able to measure back 
the wandering footsteps of idolatry, Ke. 


- -»þ 2 nary ©; 


1s is surely nom in our power! to trace them from the 
foot of the mountain, where the ark rested, through all 
the kingdoms of the earth; and the mysteries of oriental 
theology, brought forwards, with a profusion of documents, 
to illustrate and harmonize with the memorials of sacred 
and profane literature, exhibit such a body of proof in 
confirmation of the Mosaic records, and of gne common 
origin of nations from the descendants of Noah, that, with 
the fullest allowance for the doubts and queries of, gober 
investigation, conceding every thing to the refusal of evi- 
dence on any presumed or conjectural etymology, we defy 
the human mind, upon the principles of rational enquiry, | 
to resist, Of these wonderful specimens of the greatest ta- 
lents employed to the noblest purpose, the investigation of 
truth, we shall find ample occasion to e 
4 po PAGE ©, LINE: 1. i 
10 nick; out from the tenets and emo of 
Pagan philosophy authentic vouchers of the 
— hope and ve reeee of a Redeenier 
mighty to save, &e. . 


To every classical reader these testimonies will be os 
abundantly obvious, that his difficulty will not be about 
the number, but the choice; The idea mixes with all the 
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Philosophy of Greece and Rome, and with its mythologi- 
cal clothing is the universal language of their Poetry. 
Among, the well-known and positive evidences, of such 
an existing belief is the Platonic Dialogue between 

Socrates and Alcibiades ; wherein not only the necessity 
bf «particular relation is set, forth, but the expeRation 
40 of a particular person who v was to come and teach 1 it, 
Nay, when the question is asked, who the person i is that 
will do it ele de pee ad petting care of n 


Gays Socrates) who is now arg for pu da. 10 
„ eie. The same may be said of the famous Pollio 
of Virgil, wherein the poet, appearing to be copying al- 
most the prophecy of Daniel He that was to come was 
to finish the transgression, and to make an end'of ins, 
and to make reconciliation for ox amy; Meh pence IF, 24) 
thus addreaves the expected offspring, n | 


« Te Duce, $1 qua manent sceleris vestigia root / | 
"« lerita, perpetul zolvent formidine terras ““ 


* Under thy conduct, whatever marks of our sin remain 
hall be blotted out, and free the earth from perpetual fear.“ 
To" ee "this, with Various other testimonieb, plated in 
- the strongest points of view, the reader has only to con- 
ꝛult that inv aluable work, < Letters on the Septuagint.” 
In short, the original revelation of the desire all na- 
tions is every where legible; and the subsisting traces of 
it, wherever they can be distinguished, confirm the uni- 
veraal tradition of the adyent of the great Emanuel. 
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It would, however, be doing an 3 


this subject, but to the Christian cause in general, were 
I'to pass by unnoticed the work of Mr. Whitaker on 
. Origin of A - replete. with 


$olid foundation the antiquity of the faith in Christ Jesus, 
that (to express myself in his own language, and applying 
quiry) * whilst he is seeking for hid Redeemer amidst the 


« clouds of heathenism, he never loses him again in the 
« gathering thickness of the atmosphere; but through the 
pages of the historian, the poet, and the philosopher, 


has followed the evangelical Restorer of Man from age 
to age till mn himself to mum 
of his 8alvation., - 4 rf u i notoctt Iarreivo 


Supported een eee 
singular for totally differing from a writer of much emi- 


nence in the literary world; and who, in a late treatise 
of elaborate discussion, endeavours to prove, that 3 
Trinity of persons in the Divine nature was the genuine 
and peculiar doctrine of the primitive Christian church, 
the mysterious doctrine, and that the whole of Plata's 
philosophy may be resolved into his on sublime con- 
ceptions and abstract reasonings on the beauty and har 


An Inventigation of the Trinity of Plato, and of Philo Judrus, 


* 
* 
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| nn. the order and N | 
4 its component parts. We od at. m A, wither sid 
 /"] hayeirio/inolitiation /to enter ee bee pub 
| We oftiipiearncd auther's Wessing but if Plato himself 
aoknowledgeth, that he, together with the rest of the Gre- 
clans; received their choicest traditions and learning from 
certain barbariume, more ancient than themselves, but 
tht they put them into a better made, chat is, dressed 
them up in the Grecian fashion to disguise them; if we 
know, that both he and his great masters in philosophy 
of the Deity; then the question will be, what was this 
oriental theology? And this is so satisfaQorily answered 
by the late and much-lamented Sir W. Jones, and the no 
less inigenious than laborious Mr. Maurice, that if they 
do not furnish cause to Dr. Morgan for altering his opinion, 
they will at least prevent those who read them from 
_ W6ptitig it, and teach them tather to side with that of 
the good Clemens. vag i TBN Manns AH What 
is Plato; but Moses conversing in the language of Athens. 
This may be paying too great a compliment to the Pagan 
theology, but it is a proof of the saure from whence it 
was thought to spring. Furnished with materials of faith, 
of Greece endeavoured to work them up into a systematic 
science; and wise in their own'conceits, surrounded with 
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the fictitious lustre of allegory the traditional records of 
ine Mosaic cosmogotiy, and the wisdem "derived" ffm 
Divine revelation. Some of the Platonizing fathers fell 
into the same errors, and wishing to explain what was only 
given them to believe, /consulted philosophical learking, 
which they considered as a comment on and interpretatiom 
of the Trinity, only to bewilder themselves in the laby- 
ritth of mode and essence. But a threefold distinction 
in the Deity, however distorted by interpretation, or 
disfigured. by emblem, never lost its original stampy 
and it is the faith of ancient times we contend for, 
not the explanation of the doctrines it inculeates. If 
the faith were not the same, how are we to interpret the 
7th Article of our own church? We may safely, theres 
fore, affirm with Plotinus, that the doctrine of a Tri- 
tity was vaha doe. The Grecian philosophers receiv- 
ing the doctrine, as it was corrupted, from Egypt or 
Chaldea, instead of amending it by their ingenuity, did 
dut make it worse. And to sum up all in the words of 
| one of the most able and zealous defenders of its faith the 
Christian world can boast:—*< It is granted, says the 
late Mr. Jones, ** that upon the rise and progress of ido- 
&-latry, the most ancien heathens carried off many gub- 
* lime mysteries of the true religion, and purloined more 
in after ages from the people of Gon, Yet when they 
were in posxession of them, they mixed them up with 
<< their own atheistical principles, then strained away the 
e purer part of the mixture, and let it run to waste; 50 


( uw 1 


that, if we now seek it again ftom them, there is liule 
| «to be found, but their own filthy sediments instead of 

Fit. And if in scattered fragments, borrowed from the 
. Hebreu, there ahould he found, ome dark notices of 
«the true Gon, yet after all, we are not to form our senti- 


ments from the heathen theology, but to „ 
correct that by the Christian al 010 4 
«© This appears! to me to, be a solution to every dificuty. 
It at orice assimilates and separates the Pagan and Chris- 
ian doctrines; it shews an intellectual Trinity debased 
into a physical one, and again restored to its purity by 
Him who came to elaim and to shew his participation in 
the divine essence. For a full elucidation of this subject, 
we would refer the reader ta © Letters on the Septuagint, 
e Origin of Arianism,'! <. Digcourses of Sir W. Jones, 
and the fifth, volume of Mr. Maurice's © Indian Anti- 
quities. And among these it would be unpardonable to 
omit one of the most satisfactory and comprehensive little 
a that ever was written, I mean an Essay on the Doc- 
trine/of the Trinity, at the conclusion Ms. en s truly 
Chritian book, * Hore cue. asl 
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Their unbelief drew e penalty w—_ 
nected with their offence; Wai aneh . 
Tung wil be few readers who will want to be re- 
minded of the — 9 work WIE" —— 2 
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02 ,4® Answer to an Essay on — oye. | 


e 
how the honour of the true Gop was vindicated against 
their senseless deities; how their punishment corresponded 
with the offence, and was adapted to expose the idola- 
trous rites and insufficiency of the Gods in whom they 
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And "a studies which might adorn, but 
should not be made the bois * a Chris- 


tian education, &c. 

Ir is with painful remark 1 here confess to allude to 
the system of public education; ; and reflecting, as I do, 
thkt after many years employed i in classical attainments, 
in seeking knowledge in the Lyceum, the Portico, and 
the Academy, I had not advanced a step in the only 
knowledge that was to make me wiser, happier, or better ; 
| I most cordially j Join my voice to that of my friend. and 
school fellow, Dr. Rennell, as well as to that of another 
champion 1 in the Christian cause, who followed us in the 
same mistakeri paths of science, and with whose Senti- 4 
ments I am proud to concur, in deprecating that inatten- 
tion to serious concerns which is so visible in our greatest 
and best-endowed seminaries. I seruple not to affirm, 
that our senate and our bar are now exhibiting, in many 
instances, the fatal consequences of this neglect; and 


0 
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eee 8 the dis- 

play of the brightest talents, religion has too often to 
[weep over a total indiſſerence to her duties, an habitual 
disregard for. the providence of GoÞ, the gospel of his 
EE een e gar.” 4 
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It i is only from such testimony that we can 


account for the wild waste of human 

bappiness. 
-- IT must be obvious, that I here allude to the Memoirs 
of the Abbe Baruel, the most extraordinary as well as 
useful publication, in point of matter, and in point of 
time, that, in my opinion, ever issued from the press. 
That there may be objections made to parts of it by the 
Protestant reader, I am ready to allow; and if there were 
not, the author must, to a certain degree, have abandoned 
the dogmas of his own persuasion. In claiming his tes- 
_ fimony, I claim it as the most clear and substantial evi- 
dence of a blasphemous and systematic conspiracy against 
the Gop of our salvation; of an attempt to banish from 
the heart of man all reniembrance of a Redeemer's love, 
| and to lead him forth, devoid of hope, to the Ir 


* Vide note to Dr. Rennell's admirable sermon before the Society 
for promoting Christian Knowledge; and the preface to Mr. 
Gusborne's last publication, nnn « A Familiar 
Survey of the Christian Religion,” | 
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triumphs of anarchy and rebellion. I consider the horrid 
detail as 2 salutary warning to every Christian country, 
to guard: against that infidel spirit which is every where 
working its deadly work; and exhibiting, in its fatal con · 
zequences, the danger of relaxing the spring that gives the 
movement to all human happiness. Let it be remembered, 
that inſidelity is nutsed upon the lap of indiflerence; and 
a carelessness about opinions has left in liberal estimation 
among us, Christian drunkards, Christian gamesters, and 
Christian adulterers; and, with a solecism in language, 
as well as in religion, Christian deists. We know of no 
tie to bind such friends to our social interest, but personal 
gratification; and infidelity has only to treat them with 
more indulgence, and they will bee 27 her n 
and soon become associates in her erimes. 

Should the reader be inclined ae horrid de- 
tail, let him peruse the work of Professor Robinson, who, 
without any communication with, or knowledge of, the 
Abbe Baruel, with a marvellous coingidence of observa- 
bon, seems to hare menen 
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But the alarming popularity of writings, Ke; 


Tus Oradles, and the Age of Denon, * aud 
| suited to each atherz and knaves and infidels have only to 
throw off the sober habits of religion, and renounce their 
Redeemer, to establish their proficiency in the science of 
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truth and morals. The melancholy result of all our illu- 
mination at the close of the eighteenth century is, hat 
the bold and blasphemous assertions of Thomas Paine 
the deistical jargon of Mr. Godwin has changed the moral 
and religious principles of many a weak and conceited 
youth into wild and groundless speculation. It has been 
whispered to us, that this gentleman's philosop uni, with 
all its attendant and licentious apparatus of novels and 
plays, forms a considerable part of academic studies. If 
che report be true, „ 2 
flowing from such a source. | 

ee eee ee eee 
in the school of Mr. Godwin, a judgment may be formed 
from the specimens already afforded by some of his pro- 
feazed disciples; for impiety, blasphemy, and impurity, 
are not only publicly proclaimed from the press, but be- 
eee ei POE 
and dependence. 

Taha Tithfolynientidnd of our mad oh have 
weighed Mr. Godwin in the balance, and recorded his 
value, the public are much indebted; would I could say 
as much of others, who, assuming the title, and as pro- 
fesscd arbiters of literary merit, Nullius addicts. (as they 
tell us) jurare in verba magistri, are giving circulation, 
under the veil of candour and liberality, to works of the 
most profligate and pernicious tendency; and are only 
withdrawn from the ranks to a& as pioneers to the hos 
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| fortress of Christianity. en 12411906, 30-3644 
In a sermon lately bled eee will devereedly 


rank among the highest of our literary productions, Mr. 
Hall thus speaks of them: Animated by numbers, and 
© emboldened-by success, the infidels of the present day 
« have given a new direction to their efforts, and im- 
pressed a new character on eee. mass of 
& their impious speculations. ee 10 l 
gRy uniting more closely ik ara 
<-gprinkling of irreligion to all their literary productions, 
5s they aim to engross the formation of the publio mind; 
< and, amidst the warmest professions of attachment to 
virtue, to eſſect an entire disruption of morality from 
e religion. Pretending to be the teachers of virtue, and 
the guides of life, they propose to revolutionize the 
5 morals of mankind, to regenerate the world by a process 
© entirely new, and to rear the temple of virtue not merely 
© without the aid of religion, but on the renunciation of 
its prineiples, and the derision of its sanctions. Their 
party has derived a great accession of numbers and 
« strength from events the most momentous and asto- 
64 nishing in the political world, which have divided the 
cc sentiments of Europe betwixt hope and terror, and 
however they may issue, have, for the present, swelled 
the ranks of infidelity. So rapidly, indeed, has it ad- 
* vanced since this erisis, that a great majority on the 
** Continent, and in England a considerable proportion, 
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« of those who pursue literature as a profession, may 
2 — abettors 
«of athei m 121 

| W Pry 
tings, to the correction of this able writer, I would only 
suggest to them, and to every corruptor of the public 
morals, one serious consideration, and which, unless all 


| Bense of a judgment to come be extinguished, will at some 


time or other have its due weight 'andterror.-—That as 
there scareely can be named a vice which terminates in 
itself, or with the actor, 80 the corruption of the human 
mind has by-far the most fatal, as well as the most e- 
their graves, the inſidel essay, the immodest poem, or the 
laseivious novel, may be increasing the sum of their guilt, 
by increasing the number of acousing criminals, who at 
the authors of their ruin. To collect his works, where- 
ever he could find them, and at any price, with the view 
of consigning them to oblivion, was, OY "_ 
the last acts of a TIS. 


vide Sermon by Robert Hall, A.M. 2 Infidelity, 
papa, Mok e nao — | 
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karren to that hen cent, Au with" 


the genius of a neighbouring country, has 

5k imported a wildness of imagination * 
daespises sober restraint, &c. _ ed Aha 
Kl. een Ger- 
many, and to lament that sad and vitiated taste, which, 


into all the favourite productions of the day. Hitherto 


the disgrace has been pretty much confined. to theatrical 


representations; and if we must have them, disgracetul 
enough it is to see our Shakespear abandoned, and the 


habits, the principles, and the religion e of a Christian peo 


ple yielding themselves up to a momentary delirium of 
the senses, and submitting to every insulting outrage in 


the dramatic mockery of feeling. I trust I am peaking 


with no prophetic warning; but from a long residence 11 in 
that country, being pretty conversant with the writings of 
most of its admired authors, I venture to pronounce, that 


from the opening of these stores, as from the opening of | 


Pandora's box, every desolating mischief will fly forth 
among us. With some, and 6. some noble exceptions, 
I am ready to allow, from the productions of the Ger- 
man Plato Mendelsohn, to those of the epicurean no- 
velist Wieland, and so downwards to the coarse, though 
| $hrewd, buffoonery of Nicolai, all is an attack upon Reve- 
lation. And let it be remembered, that the pen of genius, 


5 
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Which has been a poignard: to stab the ygorals of man- 
kind, has also, in the course of retributive justice, fur- 
nished to ayarice and ambition the means of gratification, 
aud placed à real poignard in the hands of the oppressor 
and assassin. From the sceptical metaphysies of Professor 
Kant, from such wrĩtings as those of Messrs, Fichte, Knigge, 
Bahrt, and Weishaupt, (we could name many others, if 
it were prudent, of even a more dangerous tendeney, and 
50me also proceeding from theological chairs) what other 
congequences could be expected? And with what dreadful 
proofs does the caution of our —— 
| 3 eee eee 
TY "pa6n 34, Ling 2. 


Before Abraham was, I am. 


"Tar Is argument is weilded by Mr. Whitaker“ with his 
usual ability, and I have ever considered it as one of the 
most positive and incontrovertible proofs of our blessed 
Lord's divinity that can be found in the holy writings; : 
because it is one, that under no accommodation of mean- 
ing, either in the original or translation, can be bent from 
it plain and literal signification—Tew „ Acgaa- nodes, Eye 
| m—Before Abraham was, I am. With a bold para- 
ph rase, Socinus would haye expunged its meaning, by 
construing "Ya Before Abraham can be, Abraham, that 
is, the father of many nations, I am; I must he the Savi- 
our and the light of the world. 10 But this being too vio- 


— 


* Origin of Arianism, p. 261, &c. 
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lent an exertion of eritieal power, sueceeding objectors to 
our faith have rested in another interpretation of the pas- 
sage, but equally adverse to its fair and literal construe- 
tion. They argue, that Christ does not mean to say, he 
was before Abraham, in point of time, but that as Messiah 
upon an English reader, because, in our language, os 
thing may be said to be before another, if it excel it; but 
ably relates to priority of time, and «yw «, standing as 
they do in the present, with that which was past, can be 
spoken with propriety only in one case, to which the 
; TRI Jada nin. le Rag 1 


pace 40, LINE 13. u iiach 

Will he allow their scriptures to be witness 
of Jesus, and the redemption of mankind F 
through him, and doubt their veracity, when 
they prove the necessity of this rich display 
of mercy, by being witness also of the fall 

of man, and the state from which he fell? 

I must here beg leave to notice some theological opini- 
ons, which, though never weighed in the balance of the 
EY, OY the world under the stamp of 


Not to 8 n 
in * Scriptural Revision of Socinian Arguments, p. 113 Kc. 
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many, who are either unable to examine and appreciate 
their due value, or are deceived by their resemblance to 
the Christian image and superseription. My allusion is 
intended more particularly to point at a work of abundant 
research and ingenuity, and which, sent into the world 
with all the merit that attaches to the correct and amia- 
ble manners of its author, only serves to lead the judge- 
ment more astray, and to spread the delusion wider. 
With an nnfeigned sincerity,“ says Mr. Sullivan, 
in his View of Nature, “I am proud to declare it, I 
e honour and reverence the sacred serĩptures; but I am 
not in consequence bound to honour and reverence all 
« the rus? and refuse which they may have collected in 
& their long and perilous voyage, and during the disas- 
« ters of their captivity. Neither am I to suppose, from 
< the Hebrew phraseology, that Gop talked with Abra- 
* ham and others mouth to mouth, and with an audible 
10 voice, as one man would with another, or that men were 
« almost as familiar with Angels as with their fellow- 
e men. These are things not to be believed, for they are 
© contrary to nature and reason, and to all the general 
ce laws and harmony of the world; but figuratively and 
cc allegorically, I must allow, they are to bear an inter- 
pretation, especially when we know there are passages 
* which give the most snblime ideas of the majesty of 
«the Supreme Being, the glory of his works, and the 
c incomprehensible methods of his Providence.” 


208 1 


Thus, instead of searching for the truth. in. figure, Mr. 
Sullivan, for the better interpretation of the seriptures, 
would read them backwards, for 1 know. no better ex- 
pression for it) and search for figure in truth, . How far 
this mode of reasoning has caused him to deviate from 
the true sense of them, he soon allows us to determine; 
for speaking of the fall of man, a few: pages aſterwards, 
; he tells us, 0 that it has ever. been the received doctrine, 
<« that this guilt has been transferred to the whole of 
« Adam's posterity, and that on his account alone we 
© are obnoxious to the Divine wrath, But whoever could 
consider guilt, otherwise than as a personal thing, or 
any more to be transferred than one man's being can 
cc be transferred to another? After pursuing the sub- 
ject farther, How are we ta conceive,” says he, < that 
Go Almighty himself should be so unmereiſul, as to 
& call us io an account for the crime an ald forefather, 
* committed nearly Six thousand years ago? I would 
* not willingly offend in speaking of original ain; but I 
can no more be persuaded that sin can descend in the 
* blood, than I can that a man's knowledge and abilities 
© can run in the veins; for I believe a man may be as 
« easily born a ready-made. philosopher or divine, as he 
© can be born a ready-made profligate or sinner. But 
<* 8upposing there was such traductive guilt, the child, 
ce surely, - could no more deserve punishment for it than 
© he could for inheriting his father's distempers; which, 
in charity, one would suppose would deserve pity rather 
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ic than punishment. Nay, it would seem altogether in- 
consistent with Divine justice and mercy, because the 
ce guilt must have been infused into the soul by Gop,. 
ce hen he originally made it, which would argue a double 
ce degree of pravity; first, to implant sin in man, and 
then to punish him for it. How tremendous! to ima- 
c gine Gon inflicting oonseious misery, and that eternally, 
on millions and millions for a single sin committed be- 
« fore they were brought into existence. How frightful 
& to suppose, that he takes the sweet infant by death from 
ct the aſſectionate mother's breast, almost as soon as it 
E becomes capable of casting its innocent smiles-in her 
cx face, and the still more advanced little prattler from the 
& father's knee, and cast them both into hell, to suſſer 
© conscious misery without end, for they know not what “ 
Far be it from me to mean the smallest disrespect to 
Mr. Sullivan, but really this language of the nursery, 
this lullaby sort of reasoning, puts at defiance all serious 
refutation. It first creates a frightful image, and then 
tells those, whom it might fill with apprehension, not to 
be afraid. If Christ died for all; if as in Adam all die, 
even $0 in Christ all all be made alive; and if, more- 
over, our Saviour himself took little children and blessed 
them, and even declared, (with an emblem borrowed from 
| their simplicity) that of such was the kingdom of heaven ; 
there is surely more consolation to be derived from these 
words than from any arguments Mr. Sullivan could 
supply. But from what page of the holy seriptures does 
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he draw his terrific imagery? They plainly tell us, that 
man fell from his primitive'state, and-that through Christ 
he was to be restored; that he had become subject to sin 
and death, and from that bondage he was to be released. 
Granting, therefore, the child could not personally sin, 
he must personally die, and the resurrection unto eternal 
life was to be the free gift Gop through Jesus Christ. 
In the personal offences, which Mr. S. justly applies to 
every individual, the child could not be ithplicated; but 
these were the consequences of a corrupted nature, of 
which he equally partook, and which was only to be pu- 
rified through Him who was t6 redeem, to regenerate, 
and to restore. | 
We beseech Mr. Sullivan, thee; to Fand that 
with this rust and refusc he is sweeping away all the 
doctrines of Christianity. That the whole of them de- 
pend upon man's lost and helpless condition, and look to 
his recovery and pardon. But upon his own axeumption, 
also, and according to his own measure of faith, what 
defence of revelation (and he professes to undertake it) 
has he left? He may, and indeed does, stand up as an 
advocate for the necessity and dignity of religion; but then 
he is only an advocate for his own religious system, and 
which the doubts and cavils of others may claim a right 
to cleanse of many of its corruptions, till at last the book, 
which the pilgrim, just escaped from atheism, saw with 
joy in the hands of rational Christianity, because appa- 
rently so like his own, shall appear with half its leaves 
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at en weir ere inhe 
others, as to render the residue no longer intelligible.* 
The whole of seripture is true, or none. And the tem- 
5 liker be Jed rte C 
territory, only gives a footing to OO seg 
e a A 


0.4 
PAGE 41, LINE 5 


| We . have found the inspired author of 
the Pentateuch to be the most faithful 
historian, the wisest of em, and the 
-Scoundest philosopher. 


Wr have been so accustomed to read the history of 
nations in the recorded annals of Greece and Rome; we 

are taught to humble ourselves with such devotion before 
this intellectual period of the world, and to gather from 
their exhaustless stores all our hoards of literature and 
science; that we scarcely deign to cast a look upon remo- 
ter ages, or to busy ourselves with any enquiry farther 
than the progress of their civilization, and the boundaries 
| of their conquests lead us, FRIES 


— 
— — 9 


* Lest the reader should be at a loss to comprehend this allusion, 
we refer him with pleasure to a most beautiful and interesting publi- 
cation, which has just appeared under the title of the New Pil- 
grim's Progress. In pages 48, 49, &c. the objections to and doubts 
about scripture are treated with the most amusing irony. | 

1 Vide Sullivan's © View of Nature,” vol. v. letter 82. 


1 
| But though we may dwell with pleasure, and with pro- 


fit, on these historical details; though the pages of He- 


rodotus and Livy, of Thucydides and Tacitus, may furnish 
interesting memorials of a people whose fame then filled 
the world; yet be it remembered, that they present us 
with nothing but profane errors and human passions; 


that they have no other foundation but a human, and co 
sequently a fallible, authority; and however profound in 
their researches, or solid in their reasonings, that they 


are standing only on a little spot of the universe, and 
bidding us admire its temporary fertility and cultivation. 
Not so the faithful Historian of Gop; plain and simple 


in his narrative, he embraces in it the whole system of 


the universe, he gives us the origin and progress of a 
kingdom that never was to be destroyed, but which was 
to support itself through all the changes and vicissitudes 
of states and empires. Without staying to remark on 


the events, or entering into any reasonings or discussions 
on the facts he relates, he carries us through a period of 


upwards of two thousand years, every where creating an 
interest proportioned to the glorious work he had to re- 


veal, and every where exhibiting proofs of such revelation 


by miraculous interpositions of Providence, that signalized 
and confirmed his authority, and by a prophetie spirit 
that divinity only could bestow. To him we owe the 


* knowledge of the beginning of the world, the forming 


Land the fall of man, the promise of the Messiah, the 
« deluge, the renewed propagation of mankind; the in- 
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tt yentors* of arts, the original of nations, the founders 
L of kingdoms and empires, the institution of laws, the 
2 c fountain of religious rites, yea, of all the ancient my- 
cc thology, and, which is most considerable, the means of 
tc propagating that sense of Gop and of religion which 
4 mankind brought into the world with them, 0 how 
© it came to be corrupted,”  _ 

- Well then may that historian be called faithful, SY 
supplying a light where 6therwise all the world had been 
in darkness, gives an explanation to allegory, a consistency 
to fiftion, an epoch to every kingdom, and a genealogy 
to the whole earth, Whose testimony now remaining, 
detects the errors of chronology, repairs the ruins of time, 
and anudst the wanderings of man, the variety of his 
language, the cotruptions of his belief, the obscurity of 
his origin, and the'uncertainty of his destination, supplies 
a clue to lead him back to the source of his errors, and to 
the very place at which he abandoned the path of truth, 
and the guidance of his Almighty Creator. 

We are not without abundance of evidence to corrobo- 
9 assertions; and how the customs, manners, 
laws, and religious ceremonies of every people may be 

traced to tlie Mosaic history and institutions, has employed 
the pens, and encouraged the investigation, of many 
great and learned men. b 
—— — — 


V preface to Bishop Patrick's Commentary. 
+ I would specifically mention Eusebii Preparatio Evangelica 
passim; Huetu Demonstratio Evangelica, propoxitio iv. from the 4th 
to the rath chapter; Bocharti Geographia. 
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But to the wonder of our age, and N _ 


our country, may it now be aid, that 3 TR 
Quicquid Græcia mendaKRaR g 
Audet in Histomnm. 3 1 21 


has been brought before the tribunal of wrath . of 
every meretricious ornament, and her Pagan frippery been | 
exposed to the view. of her deluded admirers. It has been | 
the distinguishing glory of a Bryant (and Inow. quote the 
words of one who once knew how to feel, "I no one 
better to express his feelings, for the dignity of literature) 
to pave the way to a more liberal and expanded instruc- 
tion in our public seminaries for letters and languages; z 
to have opened the Springs of the ancient anti-christ, to 
have displayed his two great and capital horns, his two 
fountain heads—Pomp and Will Worstup, in the idola- 
trous veneration of fire and water, of the elements i in their 
fallen and divided state; to have annihilated fable, and 
expunged it wholly from the early periods and epochs of 
the Grecian story, fixing the gates of that story there i in a 
manner, where the great Greek historian has fixed them 
himself. His oracular mysteries, his deluge memorials, 
his arkite processions, rites and services; his ogdoad, his 
ages, his Egyptian dynasties; his line drawn accurately, 
and insurmountably, between the first general migration 
and settlement of the nations, and the dispersion and 
confusion which took place afterwards, in a single, epa · 
rate, revolted, and rebellious tribe; in consequence 


P 


r 
kackebf, His Ghthits bölonies, his wonderful investigation 
of their travels and voyages; his ost ihgetiious evolution 
and explication of the wanderings of Io in a chorus of 
Eschylus, by him prosecuted in the flights and expeditions 
ud families; his unravelling the wide web of mytholo- 
N Kit, and unfolding it even to the bare slender 
threads ef + ittiple antiquity ; lis innumerable jNustra- 
(a of the most admired Greek authors, making them 
to becouke,” what they! never yet were, intelligible to them - 
selves and to us; these, and infinite other, his leartied 
dixcoveries, | in exact conformity with seripture, and in 
harmony at the time with the best sense aiil reason, 
without ene and without refitienittit, and 
cirehgihened, supported, and enriched in all parts with 
such pregnancy of proof, with 80 lukuriaht à tebtimony; 
these, 1 5: say, in their aggregate and full cotptebehsion, 
are 80 new, 80 strange, 50 vast, 80 instrüctlwe, that, fot 
e Seal BA UAE e ak 4 Pied of 
Bon D copeiinte tending bis We and a Ught from G0 
2 on his meditations. $—To a testimöny so full and 
explici it f should have only to add my unfeigned uditiita- 
ken and gratitude, for the many houfs of delight 4nd 
| 2 — 0 passed over Mr. Bryant's instruRive pages; 
ba d iilencee every captic ous ed to His stu- 


rr 


Cooke, AE low © of King $ 2 oh Professor in 
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| pendous work, by the comment of another writer, no less 


celebrated than himnself in the annals of science, and whoee 


memory will be for ever cherished, like his, by all le 


friends of Christianity. With a no less iriquieltive-than 
ground that Mr. Bfyant had discovered; and from the 
various forins of Indian idolatry, from the deities, es, 
and teneis of ihe earliest zettlers upon the earth, he brings 
the recital of facts iu cotrobotatey in many itstäees, the 
deductions of etymology. He supports the fabric of 
Christianity upon the same pillars which Mr. Bryant had 
reared; he investigates the corruptions of original revela- 
tion; traces them through all their impure streams from 
the fountain head; has brought the antiquity of those 
very writings, which modern infidelity had opposed tothe 
Mosaic history, to corroborate and substantiate All its as- 
sertions; has reduced their ineomprehensible chronology 


tended geography within the compass of the eastern he» 
misphere. In a wort , he has efiightened our path through 


the mazes of the Pagan mythology, and shortened.our | 


way to tho proofs which, however: they might be de- 


dueed or illustrated from the fabulous records of Greece, 


tight either be disputed from the scantiness of materials 
or the obscurity of the documents. If, therefore, nm 
think with the admirer of Mr. Bryant, wren wee have 
just quoted, that there was a providence of Goꝰ super- 
intending his labours, surely we Must also believe, tt 
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continued to be à guide in these researches; and when, 

-aftera course of the most laborious and minute investiga- 
tion, we find it asserted by such a man, that the first 
eleven chapters of Genesis are true, or the whole fabric 
of our national religion is false, upon what ground will 
infidelity hold an argument? since what it might reject as 
matter of Faith, is now submitted to rational determina- 
tion; and they have no longer the easy task of ridieuling 
the revelations of Moses, but 8 


aside the discoveries of Sir William Jones 
E ˙—TTPTTCTCTCT0TCTCTTCTCT0T0T0T—TT—T——— 
| * * It is almost needless to refer the reader to the Analysis of Anci- 
f, ent. Mythology, by Mr. Bryant, and to the Asiatic Researches, un- 
dier the direction of Sir W. Jones. In the latter, I would particularly 
recommend to his perusal the Dissertation on the Gods of Greece, 
Italy, and India; and the President's third Annual Discours e on the 
Hindus, vol. i. octavo edition, p. aat and 415. The three dis- 
courses of the President, vol. ii. on the Arabs, the Tartars, and the 
Persians; on the Descent of the Afghans from the Jews, p.65 on 
the Indian Zodiac, p. 289; on the Astronomy of the Hindus, p. 225. 
In vol. iii. the 8th and gth Discourses of the President, more especi- 
ally the latter, on the Origin and Families of Nations, p. 479; on 
the Indian Cycle of sixty years, p. 209; and the Lunar Year of the 
Hindus, p. 257. In vol. iv. (though we can no longer quote the re- 
cords of the Society as under the inspection of their late ilustrious 
head, yet we can quiote them as animated by the same soul and spirit 
of enquiry) the Discourse on the Philosophy of the Asiatics, p. 165; 
Dissertation on Semiramis, p. 3763 Account of the Cave in the Island 
of Elephanta contain much curious matter. In the 5th volume (we 
think the preface to it, in form of advertisement, had better been 
omitted, as suggesting doubts without leading to any direct conclu- 
son) the Dissertations on the Chronology of the Hindus, p. 241; on 
—— p. 297; and on the religious 
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Though 1 have dwelt so long upon this subject, I 
should feel unpardonable in passing by the Indian Anti- 
quities of Mr. Maurice, a compilation that entitles him 
to the thanks of the Christian world, and which ought to 
be even more abundant for his late History of Hindoostan 
—a work that carries with it its own reward, as defending, 
and nobly defending, that cause which, under every 
worldly disappointment, will bring peace and consolation 
to its supporters. I have not the pleasure of knowing 
him, but he will have the goodness to accept this acknow- 
ledgment of my obligations to him, and my warmest 
wishes for his welfare. No language, no assertion, no 
documents, could establish stronger proofs of the corrup- 
tion of the grand primeval tradition, than the two extra- 
ordinary prints of Creeshna, which Mr. Maurice has 
given in the last part of his history; and once more we 
will speak of this work, as replete with the — cnc 
and interesting information.“ | 

We now come to FOTO PPT 
as 4 philosopher taught of God. Rolling on with its 
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ceremonies of the Hindus, and of the Brahmins especially—are ex- 
tremely interesting and curious. In short, with their little shades 
of difference, we consider the picture of nations, exhibited by these 
two great and learned men, as preserving those uniform features of 
religion which the Almighty stamped upon his work, and in which 
Cer | 
original. 

* Vide Ancient Hinory of Hindoovtan, bythe Rev. T. Maurice. 
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yraiy of waiſorm ofe@s, his system of the word gill con- 
- thus to diffuse life, and health, and comfort to man; 
who, instead of looking to the bock“ of Gop's word, has 
of the universe, which have thus been raised, and for a 
time believed, with all the rubbish that filled the schools, 
and diagraced the name of philosophy, have long ines 
been consigned to oblivion by the sagacious discoveries 
of Sir I. Newton. Of this great man I speak with the 
utmoet veneration; I speak of him as of one who has pro- 
duced à Work which will always stand first in its kind, 
which the capacity of man ever did, or ever will produce; 
as of one, who, in a material paint of view, might gay 
with more . than erte eee 
Nu na D a. 
But when he carries me eee of this visi- 
dle world han his gigantic powers of genius projects 


* It may be worthy of remark, and certainly comes in indirect 
proof of the inspiration of Moss, that although learned, as he is re- 
presented / to be, in, all the auiidam of the Egyptians, who were fami- 
liar with the motions of the heavenly bodies, and well versed in. the 
calculations of asttonomy, he makes no scientific remark, which he 
naturally would have done, had be invented the history of the crea- 
Suan, but simply relates, that Gon made the light, that he divided:it 

from the darkness, that he e eg ge and the 
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arrests their equrae; when, PW) dye 
lutions, he not only measures, gstimgtes, and computes 
the different distances, magnitudes, and motions of the. 
heavenly bodies, hut prescribes to them their meim 
force, and sustains them in their orbits; whep, paying 
freed them from eyery obstruftion to their rotatory im: 
pulse, he approaches their eeptral gun, ang from thence 
dartipg forth a light to illpmipate their hemisphere, be 
calculates the velocity of its luminous raysz I hst cone 
fess I pause, whilst I wonder—I am pgs reading the book 
of reyelation, and for that alone haye 1 an implicit faith, 
It becomes a questign, whether in some gases his cal- 
culations be not imaginary; whether he be not a gem 
puter of proportions which dg pot exiat, ang of forges, of 
which, the positive exizjence, as Well as ageney, remains 
to be proved. I feel myself as unwilling, as I am unabl 
to set myself in opposition to opinions 89 Jong chensh 
and so ably supported; but the basis of many of them is 
surely hypothetical, and the only truth that I lay up in 7 
mind as such, is a truth that cen never fe shaken. I 
know with what bitterness every gecasional opposition to 
any part of the Newtonian Philosophy has been treated, 
and it might be safer and more prudent, as far ag this 
world is concerned, to treat Moges with contempt, than 
to. gpjertain. the smallest doubt about the exemplified 
pb#nomena of Sir I. Newton. In the former gase, one 
wicht be thought singular-- in the latter, one must he 
Jeporant. But till they arg regongiled; till agnipture and | 
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hatute be madle to agree, the error must be in the demon- 
btiation of the cause, since the eſſect remains invariably 
te same. If the discoveries of Sir I. Newton had re- 
miined unknown, the planetary system would have moved 
on in its appointed course, and without our knowledge of 
eee gravitation, would equally have fulfilled all the 
purposes of its destination. Besides, also, time makes great 
discoyeries; though to the end of it, man will be left in ig- 
norance of many things. Had Sir I. Newton lived to wit- 
ness the surprising properties of electricity had he seen a 

powerful agent, acting according to no known laws of 
gravity, projection, or attraction, and yet solving several 

/ phenomena in the universe; and even from actual expe- 
riment producing in a spherical body a revolutionary 
and a rotatory motion—he might have combined other 
powers with those of attraction and gravitation, to account 

| for the origin and perpetuity of motion. Had he weighed 
in his capacious mind the plain and direct assertion of 
Moses—Gop said, Let there be light, and there was 
tight=—he would not have thrown into the hands of infide- 
lity so powerful an argument against the truth of God's 
work; and which, upon the supposition of alf light 
emanating from the zun, has been industriously made 

use of to falsify the whole history of creation. Also, since 
it is now incontestibly proved, that we live in an ocean 
of elementary fire; that in all free spaces, and within the 
pores of all bodies, whether solid or fluid, there exists a 

_ *$ibtle ssther, which, while at rest in equilibrio, seems to 
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be doing nothing, but is at the same time silently at work 
in all nature; that till it is thrown out of its balance it 
does not shew itself, and even then we know it not in'its 
total force, but only in its accidental differences. And if, 
moreover, this subtle and elastic substance, (whieh;"in 
the most attenuated and unresisting state, Sir I. Newton 
himself admits readily to pervade all bodies, and 10 
be expanded through the whole heavens) when acting 
by electricity, blow, burn, and shine; may it not be 
presumed without inconsistency, and upon the fairest de- 
ductions of analogy, to be the old light which filled crea- 
tion, before the sun was placed in the firmament, to put it 
into motion, and thus to warm and illumine the earth with 
his beams?“ Might we not assume a doubt, as to the cal- 


1 


* Vide a most ingenious dissertation on this elementary fluid, by 
Mr. King, © Morsels of Criticism, p. 48, et seq. But Ihope, also, 
I may refer the reader to some Letters on Electricity by the late and 
much-lamented Mr. Jones, which have been kindly communicated 
to me in MS. and are designed, I believe I may say, for the press 
Vide also, the Bishop of Landaff's Chemical Essays, vol. i. essay 4. 
Also, Nature Displayed, vol. iii. The German philosopher, though 
his inference be not just, wholly denies emanation. Having esta- 
&« blished,”” says Euler, © a perfect vacuum between the heavenly 
« bodies, there remains no other to be adopted, but that of emana- 
tion; which obliged Newton to maintain, that the sun, and all 
other luminary bodies, emit rays, which are always particles, in- 
« finitely small, of their mass darted from them with incredible 
« force. It must be such to a very high degree, in order to impress 
« onrays of light that inconceivable velocity with which they come 
« from the sun to us in the space of eight minutes. But let us see 
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eulated velocity with which light, as supplied py the un aud 
elected from the other planets, must necessarily trayel, by 
d ſſording another zolution, and by filling up the vacuum, or | 
| — n 
lent elementary agitation? 
eee 
all the humility that becames we, and with a full aggu- 
rance, that if the economy of nature were not made visible 
to Sir Isaac Newton, it is because its Diyine architect has 
hidden it from mortal eyes. | 
The erzors of such a wan, ahoyld any be imputed. ln 
him, aught 10 confine ys 19 effects; they are produced 
bor our blessings, though the manner of the production 
may remain unknown, Even guppoging Sir I. Newton's 
demonstrations to be conclusive, they determine nothing, 
because they only prove the sufficiency, not the reality, 


of the causes assigned. They shew, that . r 


Ws « whether this theory be consistent with a $ leading n . 
« which require an absolute vacuum in the heavens, that the planets 
© may encounter no manner of resistance to their motions. You 
mußt conclude, on a moments refloction, that the space in which 
* the heavenly bodies revolve, instead of remaining a vacuum, must 
4 be filled with the rays, not only of the sun, but likewise of all the 
6 other stars, which are continually passing through it from eyery 
quarter, and in all directions, with incredible rapidity. The hea- 
< cently bodies which trayerse, those spaces, instead of encountering 
[. 2 racuum, will meet With the matter of luminary rays in a terrible 
ane which must disturb these bodies in their motions much 
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© more thap if 3s. were. in a state of fest. —Euler's Eighteenth 


Letter to 3 German Pripcess, translated by Dr. Hunter. 
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may be the true moving powers, not chat they actually 
gre 80; and have, moreover, this defect, that they acenunt 
aun, but leave us quite in the dark as to what causes their 
rotatory motion round their own axes; nor do they explain 
the . * 
the exliptic. · 

re een 
our Creator has revealed to us; and no observation can 
be more beautiful, GY than that philosophy 
eee will none be able Lettle n 
of ats influence. i en 

In thus declaring my own opinions, I should suppress 
& very powerful evidence against many of them, were I 
not to state the objections of a most candid and learned 
friend, to whom this publication is indebted for many ju- 
gicioys remarks, and with wham, I am sure, I only differ 
hut to agree. He certainly adopts the surest mode of 
defence, by as8imulating the philosophy of Newton to the 
language of revelation, and making it obey the direction, 
Annen 
gaing note, his answer was as follows:: 

I fairly Sonfess, that I cannot see the n 
6e dissentions between Moses and Newton. That light, 
and its division from darkness, forming as now the day 
| # @hyrialogical Disquigitions, by the Rev, William Jones. 
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es and night, was the work of the first evening ant) morn- 
© ing. of the -creation, I am certain; and consequently, 
© that-light,--and the seasons of the day, preceded the 
c creation of the sun, and moon, and stars, which were 
ce the fourth days work, I have not the smallest doubt. 
But how will this precedency tend to establish the 
ce substitution of electricity for a radiance now emanating 
from the sun? Let it be held in mind, I beseech you, 
_ © that not only light was created, but its division from 
“ darkness was appointed also, and that evening and 
cc morning proceeded in their due suecession. Of elec- 
« tricity, then, we must suppose, that there was created 
. © only so much as served to illumine one hemisphere; 
c and that to this the rotatory motion of the earth pre- 
cc gented each part in its turn, while the opposite was 
c withdrawn into the darkness that was divided from it. 
“ But we do not find that electricity is now less capable 
c of excitation in the darkest night than in the brightest 
<« day; nor that it exists in a less proportion in the dark - 
c ened hemisphere, than in that from which we now 
cc derive our light. To say that it was created, universally 
« infused into our globe, and yet only excited on one 
ce zide of nature, seems a most violent mode of escape, 
and one to which I can hardly conceive the most deter- 
e eee, 0 At, WN er 
This, thrice repeated, succession of evening and 
4 morning, equally obviates Mr. Kirwan's hypothesis. 
« Though I accede to his opinion, that original christali- 
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* zation, and the chemical decompositions and recom- 
ce positions which must have taken place, in consequence 
« of a diminution of that enormous menstruum which 
« originally covered the whole earth, concurred-in.. the 
« production of beat, and immense yolcanie irruptions, 
<< yet I cannot ascribe to them that light which consti- 
< tuted the day; it was on the surface, and of course 
« went round with it, carrying, consequently, 4 conti- 
<< nuance of light which has R um di- 
: « vided. from darkness. wht wok - 
That the light, or 8 nee which un 
© mighty called into existence, had, previous to its being 
« confined to a permanent residence, a local and a-/cir 
put that this should be in contact with the earth, or 
c even in its neighbourhood, is by no means equally to 
< be presumed. It is enough, ſor terresttial purposes if 
it shed such a radiance, as could enlighten our surface; 
and as the sun now occupies no greater space than 
<< geryes to supply a vicissitude of day and night, why are 
c we, without authority, to suppose a diffusion of the 
c luminous matter that would not answer that end? That 
2 that end was answered, however, we are assured, and 
therefore e must admit the adequacy of the means. 
- © The rotary motion of the earth, before the division of 
640 the waters which covered it, is evinced by the brevity 
7 of its axis, when compared with a diameter of its * 
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 - 166 Phabligtt; WHIH on its tat creation Wis itidepin-- 
cc detit of "byery other body; should afterwards, on the 
_ & etention öf à fit recipient, be cbrifined to its new tesi- 
« dence; is à supposition consistent with that Revelation, 
« which; having ushered it into being, gives us after- 
« wards the zun to rule the day, àssigns to him (with the 
« uther luminaries) the very office which His Creator 
ce had before cbnferred on abstract light, and places him 
ce in the frmuament, to dioide the light from the dur x- 
ce ness, the wh 0 the PR — light upon 
Wee e | #BOMHIAH} 7 ab 26664 ** 
no — therefore, A dbe dppolitted re- 

« gidence of light, adapted at once to receive, to retain, 
« ant in due proportion to shed it forth, I am utterly 
e unable to discover, that any argument against the truth 
ce of Gop's word has been thrown by Newton into the 
ce hands of infidelity; nor can I cbheeive x more accurate 
te eincidence than subsists between the Mosaic declara- 
« tion; that the sun Was create fo give ligut upon the 
« earth, and the Newtonian RT of all gh 
TOY from the m. 

e Newton, discussing the ature of light, ae 
ke gent perceptible sburee, bud have no possible induce- 
< ment to investigate its revolations, or exatnine into its 
re mode of Exivtevice and operations, antecedent to its 
© having entered into its kokir Habitation; he knew he 
< had not premises, and Netrton wus not apt to talk 
ce without them. No human eye had ever ssen Tight in 


6 0 
ao itsvriginal state; it had e in the sun be- 
ce fbte the creation of Adam. W's 
The emanation of — . 

cc gibly exceed the literal truth, but not the truth in view. 
ce The stars, which may, or may not be, the tenements of 
cc light themselves, had not the smallest claim to consi- 
« deration. The radiance of the sun was his subject, 
ce the refrangibility, &e, of that light which proceeds from 
7 * hich alone was withifn his contemplition. © 

Wee that bekan of elemerttaty fire, that subtle ether 
0 e live, and Which pettades all Hathre; affirm- 
cc ed. to be the old light which filled erratibn, before 
C the sun and. the moon were placed i in the heavens to 

put it into motion, bere, indeed, I should find a dif- 
« ference between revelation and philosophy; in the 
cc former, the sun gives light; in the latter, he only works 
7 an electric machine. According to Moxes, therefore, 
« light is a proceeding body; and consequently capable 
© of whatever yelocity it may be proved to possess. - 
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rn ay, we een to affirm, on the 28 tie- 
{- factory proofs, that in proportion as disco- 
very has taken place of conjecture, and 
* Semen filled up the void of theory, 
w the grand and awful scene of creation, as 
e exhibited to our view in the first chapter 


b 


of Genesis, accords with the known prin- 
ciples of material agency, and disposes of 
the elements in a manner consistent with 
WiTuoUr referring to chemical analysis, or to the 
various discoveries which have been made of the compo- 
sition and decomposition of bodies, we consider Mr. 
Kirwan, in his late Geological Essays, (abstracted from 
all theological considerations, and upon philosophie 
ground alone) to have placed these assertions, if not out 
of dispute, at least beyond the reach of oontradiction. 


PAGE 43, LINE 23. 

The nearer we keep to Adam, this promise of 
a second Adam, perfect and sinless, to stand 
before Gop, appears to be the constant ob- 
ject of hope, and the subject of meditation. 

Dr. Alix, in his © Judgment of the Jewish Church,” 
brings proof, that in the opinion of the true Jewish doc- 


— 


tors, the propheoy of — iti, 15, was under 
stood by Adam and Eve of the Saviour of the world; and 
that Eve, in prospect of this, being delivered of her first 
son; called him Cain; saying; I have gotten a man, or 
this man, from the Lord, believing that he was the pro- 
mised Messiah. That being deceived in this expeRation, 
as also in her hopes from Abel, she asked another son of 
Gop, who gave her Seth. They maintain; also, that the 
name of Enos was given to Seth's son upon the same ac- 


count, . 


enn | 
| er 45, lit ö. An 


There must have been some ordained form 
of worship. | | 


Ir should be recollected, that animal food vas not yet 


permitted, and the destruction of a poor animal, without a 
positive injunction, would have been an act of unwar- 
rantable cruelty, and certainly not the natural or likely 
mode of a peace-offering. The patriarchs, like our mo- 
dern deists, might indeed have dreamed of ome unknown, 
and therefore uncertain, mercy in the Almighty; but 
they never could- have imagined; without an express and 
ad revelation, Nee the blood of beasts 
was to atone for man's transgression. Yet, without this 
| | | 
6 judgment of the Jewich Church p. 43% · 
Q 


— 


& „% % 
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7 view, their sacrifices (could theyeven have invented them) | 


would | have been nugatory ceremonies, and equal viola- 
tions of reason and nature. Nay, sacrifices without an 
allugion to Christ, or not slain in faith in his great pro- 
pitiation, (which was only to be done in a manner ap- 
pointed) were expressly forbidden under the law, upon 


this penalty, that blood should be imputed unto that man 


who should offer them. He hath shed blood, that man 
Shall be mann 2 his Ps —Levit. xvii. 4.“ 


PAGE : 48, LINE 14. 


To the exceptions that may be made to the 
Mosaic account of the deluge, we can op- 
pose the present state of the earth. 


2 


Pxnnars, upon no subject more om this has the 
ingenuity of man been exercised, or his mind led away 
from plain matter of fact into curious and barren specu- 
lation, till the storehouse of Nature, wherein is deposited 
every thing for his comfort and convenience, has been lite- 
rally made by him the storehouse of infidelity. The truth, 
however, which he rejected, and the absurdities which he 
has in consequence embraced, have terminated, where the 
rejection of the word of Gop will ever end, in the destrue- 
vide « Hore Solitaiz,” p. 461. And for a full and clear elu- 
cidation of this great truth, vide © Letter to the Rey. D. Vincent, 
on the subject of Sacrifice,” by the Rey. W. Jones. . 
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tion of all belief; and if any extraneous circumstance were 
wanting to fix our faith upon the bible records, the 
efforts which were made to impair the credit of the Mosaic 
history, to prepare the mind for the renunciation of every. 
other part of Christianity, are in their progress and eſſects 
now before us. But let us hope, that the wild conceits 


and contradictory assertions of a Buffon, converted by a 
set of antichristian conspirators into an engine of deadly 
mischief, with all the subordinate helps“ and blasphemous 
paradoxes of sophism, have now done their fatal work; 
and that the eyes of their sadly-deluded followers are many 
of them opened to see the precipice to which they are 
hastening, and from which so many of their fellow-citi- 
zens have fallen. To the indefatigable labours of Mr. 
De Luc, to the uniform and unceasing employment of his 
time and talents, to what he has done, and to what he is 
nom doing, may be attributed much of that change of opi- 
nion, which seems now to be operating on the human 
mind. To many other works of great eminence are 
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* To those who wish to see the whole of this systematic Philo- 
sophy of Nature against Revelation detailed and ridiculed with as 
much wit, in the defence of religion, as was eyer employed byits most 
acute adversaries aguinst it, I would recommend a work, written by 
the Abbe Baruel, under the title of © Les Lettres Helviennes, and 
to which he frequently alludes in his celebrated Memoirs. | 
+ We speak this in some measure on the credit of much private 
information from the Continent; but we have also an extraordinary 
document before us, not long since published inthe © Journal General 

de France.“ The writer of the article in question sets out with a 
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| we also indeb ted for a manly defence of the bible truths; 
| more particularly at this period; to Mr. King, in his 
| 6e Morsels of Critieism; to Mr. Howard, in his * Thoughts 
| on the Structure of this Globe; and to Mr. Kirwan, (to 
| quote him again) in his « Geological Essays.“ I eadkio 
— — ——— ůꝛh82—̃ — 
prediction of one of their famons preachers, the Jesuit Neuville, oon 


after the appearances and the popularity of the « kme de la 
4 Nature,” who thus expresses himself. 

O religion sainte de Jesus Christ! 6 tròne de nos rois! 6 
“ France! © patrie! ne füt · ce pas comme chrẽtien, je gemirois 
comme citoyen; je ne cesserois point de pleurer les outrages par 
« lesquels on ose vous insulter, et la triste destin&e qu'on vous 
cc prepare. ' - Quiils continuent de ͤtendre et de S affermir ces 
© affreux gystsmes, leur poison devorant ne tardera pas a consumer 


« —Des-lors, dans le plus puissant empire, il taudra que tout croule, 
“ que tout s affaisse, que tout s' antantisse: pour le dẽtt uire, il ne 
<< 5cra pas besoin que Dieu deploie sa foudre et son tonnere, le ciel 
* pourra. se reposet sur la terre du soin de le venger et de la punir. 
« Entrain& par le vertige et le delire de la nation, Vetat tombera, 
| de precipitera dans un abime danarchie, de confusion, de sommeil, 
de decadence, et de deperiszement,” 
Aſter this eloquent —_ the writer's observations are 
2s follow: 
PPP 
4 ala lettre: nous aimons à croire, que nous en serons quittes pour la 
peur, et que les Francois, à la wwe de l'abime qui est deja ouvert 
' devant eux, retrograderont avec effroi,. et S'indigneront. contre 
Fimpiëtè qui les y pousse. Parlons clairement: aimons a croire 
« que PathEisme cessera bientõt de lever sa tete hideuse dans toute 
4 la France; aimons à croire, que ceux qui gouvernent, au lieu de 
| *.paroitre tolerer seulement la religion par commiseration pour Ia | 
© ſoiblezoe dy pruple, Ia protigeront bavtement par la conviftion de 
4 verits et de ea necessitẽ; aimons 2 croire, qu'ayant pris pour 
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[ 2299 ] 


not ala pass over a work now, perhaps, little known, but 

combating, with great success in ita · day, a formidable 
opposition to the Vlosaic records, a 9 Trealise on the 
Deluge, by the Rev. A. Calcott. | Mr. Brydone, whom 
we must consider rather as the tale-bearer of (infidelity, 
than its bold and avowed: partizan, has received his Chris- 
Mr. Gisborne.“ Might I be allowed to hint a small ob- 
jection to some of the above- mentioned writers, it would 
be for adopting, some sort of system of theit on, and for 
not stedfastly adhering to the proofs, the earth affords of 


« modele les Etats- Unis dans la tolerance de toutes les religions, 
comme les m#mes Etats, ils refuseront, je ne dis pas sevlemerit 
Ja protection, mais la tolerance meme 2. Path&igme et au mat6- 
« rialisme; aimons à croire, qu' ils ne souffriront point que le peuple 
cf Francois offre plus long g-temps un spectacle infiniment odieux, 
4% gans exemple dans tous les siècles; je veux dire le spectacle d'un 

« peuple sans religion; enfin, aimons a croire, qui ils ne permettront 
& pas que nous tombions dans un etat qui nous pon Justement rer. 
4 greter le Paganisme. Os 

8 ͤ didlvedrtce highs dhe pthlati | 

gi prochainement Petat d'une subversion totale, s'il pers6veroit © 
« dans son indifference pour la . (des malveillans diroĩent 
© dans son mepris et dens sa haine) c'est un motif de plus a tous les 
% Prangois qui aĩment sincerement ur patrie, de redoubler de vi- 
« gilance pour la conservation des prineipes feligieux, et de remplir 
tc ayec plus de zcle, chacun dans sa partie et suivant la mesure de 
4e ges talens, office de defenseur de la religion, que la qualité de 
&« citoyen, aussi bien que celle de chretien, nous impoge.” 

* Vide note to his ROE Het 7 og 
tian Religion, p. 562. df. 4 
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in universal deluge. Perhaps they could not all be col- 


l lefed into a narrower compass, and with a finer allusion 


* 


td their Christian issue, than in the passage which, on 
chat account, I cannot forbear laying before the reader: 

All the phenomena of nature speak some religious 
er truth to those who have ears to hear their voice. When 
eee 8ay this, we do not deny that volcanos may have a 
cc natural use in purging the earth and giving vent to com- 


ec bustible principles, which, if wholly confined, might 
ec shake and shatter the earth to pieces before the time. 


These things are very consistent, because the wisdom of 


God works for many different ends by the same means. 
A review of the earth and its contents, however 


ee short and imperſect, must inspire us with an awful 


« genge of the Divine power and wisdom. But we are 


« not to stop there; the natural history of the earth bears 
an unanswerable testimony to the truth of revelation; 
ec and we should never fail to apply it to that purpose, 


ehen an opportunity offers, The scripture, which tells 


&« us that this earth, on which we live, is now under sen- 
e tence'to be destroyed by fire, doth also teach us, that it 
ec hath been once destroyed already by water; of which 
« destruction the earth still bears such evident marks, 
« that the belief of it is as obvious to every observer of 
© nature, as it is necessary to a Christian. From the 
ce gurface of the earth we understand, that the whole was 
once under water; which descended, with an accele- 
6 rated velocity, from the land to the seas; toward which 
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er all the furrows of the earth are directed, and in which 
« they terminate. Then, if we search under the earth, 
_ © we find, that as man is not in the state in which Gop 
ce first made him, but fallen into disorder and sinfulness; 
& go the earth has undergone some natural revolution, 
« which, in part, dissolved its substance, and lodged 
« within it such bodies as must have been the remains of 
« a former earth, because they could not possibly be the 
«© productions of the present. Bones of animals, shells 
c of fishes; fruits of trees, are found buried at all depths, 
« and even in the midst of the hardest stone and marble. 
% Whence we are to argue, I. That these bodies were 
c transported and deposited by a flood of waters; because 
most of them belonged to the sea. 2. That the matter 
c of the earth must have been in a state of solution when 
« this happened; because it could not otherwise have in- 
c closed sea shells, and filled up their cavities through the 
er gmallest apertures. 3. That the flood was general, 
« or common to the whole world; because these monu- 
« ments of it are found in all countries of the earth; on 
— ne 
60 the sea. 2 

4 FFB out of 
© their several places, under ground, we must apply to 
© water or to fire, which two are the causes of all the 

changes in this globe. We cannot apply to subter- 

* raneous fire, because here is an effe& which is univer- 
* 8a], and subterraneous fire is a cause but partial and 
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cc occasjonal;. the marks of which, hen compared with 
© those of water, are but of mall extent.“ Besides, fire 
ce zuch as the tenderest shells, the skins of scaly ſish, the 
L dtowning and burying, but could never survive the de- 
« vagtations, of fire, . How could fire transport the pro- 
© ductions of all elimates into one place? But if they 
<< floated on water, subject to winds, tides, and currents, 
cc sneh a thing might easily be; accordingly, we find the 

fruits of the East and West- Indies; bones, teeth, and 
e shells from ſish of different seas; the elephant of Africa, 
ce the tortoise of America, all near to one another in the 
« ame spot, as if laid up ſor a testimony to the truth of 
the holy seripture, which alone gives us a; faithful ac- 
{© count of this great revolution in nature. When we 
*<are informed, that the earth we now inhabit is the 
* hung nlace of a former earth, it is as reasonable 
| that we should dig up the remains and ruins of it, as ; 
that we should find the bones and coffins. of * 
eins in the wah e eharab-yard.” eic an: 

GER 

1 The effeRs of fire, comparedwwith chose of water, may per- 
<. haps. be nearly in the same proportion, as the forge of the with, 


- with ig clags and cinders, when compared with | the lands of the 
« whole parish.”” 1 y 


| +5 Whither div ved n de und of Sheepy, in Kent. 
- 7 Agen the Rer, Mt. arm bad le mon ch the Earth 
and its Minerals, - 21 278 | 1812 GU? bs | 
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And the rent history of Abraham, Ke. 


A beautiful illustration of this idea will be found in 
Mr. Jones's 6e Refledtions on the "oy WIL 
Burial of the Patriarchs.” 112100 


1 Q 
4 821 10 230001 
ber 51, LINE 9. 
17535 | ho bib 01994) + : 108 
Me Aumigheh Gen. 


Lr the reader Se p 1 
chap. xvii. 1. with a subsequent one in chap. xxi. 33. 
Abraham, it is stated, planted à grove in Beersheba, 
and called there on ile name of the Lok p, the Euerlast- 
ing Gop. Now, if no man could see Gop and live, and 
if a being became visible to man, and called himself the 
Almighty Gob, must we not allow a distinction of per- 
von in on inif/of essence under the parriurehas covenant. 
Besides, nis very ecpression, with various others, Who 
Gon, cube the Lonp—the'Lonp ze is the Gop, 
Ke if the terms had no particular divtinct sense, would 
be an vetmemaing, if not absurd, tautology. 1 believe 
this remark belongs to the excellent author of Hort 
Solitariee,” but I find. ĩt erg e 
re n a reference. 
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SERMON III. 


It i is with Male, though nfl eee that 1 
attribute the form and manner of treating this subject to 
some notes of the late Bishop of Norwich. Could he 
have left his spirit with them, it had, indeed, been a le- 
gacy to the Christian world, which, at his death, was 
robbed of one of its brightest ornaments. I could almost 
bay, as as Cicero did of Archias—$7 quid est in me ingenii, 
quod sentio quam eit eriguum, I owe that little to his 


as 8 7 tl 5, e. 


. c NaN .66% * e LINE 20. 1 ” L 

| Though the elements be — vith fer 

Vent heat, Ke. EY 3 e 
04 185 


One more Mr. eee for, ever dot philoso- 
phy the handmaid of religion, and who, in his ©. Natural 
Exidences of Chriatianity,” thus supplies an, anqwer to 
every doubt about the event: —* The destruction of the 
« world by fire is the last doctrine 1 shall take occasion to 
« speak of; which, though never unreasonable, and ad- 
< mitted even by heathens of old time, is now more ap- 
© parent than ever, from the late improvements in experi- 
c mental philosophy. Indeed we may say, the world is 
< already on fire; for as Sinai, with its smoke and flame, 
was a positive, so 1s every volcano a natural, prelude to 


[ 235 ] 
te the burning of the last day. The earth, the air, the 
« clouds, the sea are all replete with a subtile penetrating 
cc fire, which, while at rest, is neither felt nor observed, 
tc and was absolutely unknown to some of the most learned 
« for ages; till accidental discovery hath: now laid open 
cc the treasures of fire in heaven and earth, tel that 
© have the use of their sight and senses. The publication 
« of the philosophy of fire hath been 80 sudden and 80 
ce universal, and is 80 ' wonderful in itself, that it seems to 
« he second to the publication of the Gospel; at least 
ec there is no event in nn or literature that comes 
«© near to it. ; 
In this element we live and move; and, perhaps, 80 
« far as our frame is mechanical, we are moved by i it. 
“When excited to action, it turns into a consuming fire, 
© which no substance can exclude, no force can resist. 
* The matter of lightning, which seems to break out 
„partially and accidentally, is now found to be constitu- 
< tional and universal in the system of nature; so that the 
© heavens, which, according to the language of the serip- 
« ture, are to melt with fervent heat, want no foreign 
matter to convert them into fire. What is called 
ce phlogiston, can rise in a moment from a state of quies- 
c cence to a state of inflammation; and it discovers itself 
ce jn many bodies where we little expect to find it. The 
cc earth, and the works that are therein, carry with them 
cc the seeds of their own destruction; and may be burnt 
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| « up by that. element which now resides within them, 
- © and Rs 11 its * on 1 


| _ ' - PAGE 89, urn 2. 


| Infidelity may deny the fact, but it cannot 
d of the evidence, Kc. 12 he 
n 2 705 


Von 60 Reflections upon the Books of the Holy Gori 
ture; to establish the Truth of the Christian Religion,” by 
P. Alix in the second volume of the Bisbop of Llandaff's 
Theological Tracts. Compare the tract also with the 
rules down by chat . Mr. 
Leslie, for the distinguishing truth from falsehood, in bis 
« Short and easy Method with the Deists, lately pub- 
liched by desire of the Society for ene Ge 
e p. & et seg. 
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| l 92, 17001 18. N 
When they ignorantliy crucified, Kc. | 


. 5 6 this argument admirably managed by Mr. Whi- 


| taker, in his . Origin of Arianism, the force of whose 
expressions, in one or two instances, l have oat 
e ee, _ ' DEGL - | | 


1 }] 
PAGE 116, Ling 12. 
In the language of one of them; &c. 

VIE © Scriptural Confutation of the Arguments 
against the one Godhead of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, produced by the Rev. Mr. Lindsey, in his late 
Apology,” by William Burgh, esq;- ch. i. p. 185 et 8eq. 
If T have noticed this work in preferenbe to many others, 
wherein the distinct provinces of reason and faith may be 
as clearly and accurately deſined, it is with the view of 
recommending to the perusal of every Christian brother a 
book, that for depth of research and solidity of argument, 
for its piety, moderation, and firmness, was never sur- 
passed in any age or in any country. I seruple not to call 
the Confutation , Mr, Lindsey, with the subsequent 
enquiry by the same author, into the belief of the Chris- 
tians of the first three centuries, the most full and com- 
pleat refutation of error that ever graced the annals, or 

confirmed the doctrines, of Christianity. 

PAGE 136, LINE 14. 5 
They were to be welcomed by an innumer- 
able company of angels. 


Tux reader will find this subject treated in the most 

interesting and peculiar manner in a sermon of Dr. 
Horne's,—Vol. iv. Disc. 14. All the angels stood round. 

about the throne. 5 
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